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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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All Decks Cleared for May 3 Observances
As the first instances of violence broke out in Manipur 
on 3rd May 2023, the Kuki community has prepared 
for the observation of the day as ‘Kuki-Zo Awakening 
Day.” All decks have been cleared for the momentous 
occasion.

Various Kuki Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) has 
rolled-up their sleeves for the observation of the 3rd 
May when the state sponsored ethnic cleansing against 
the Kuki community began last year.

In Churachandpur, the observation will be held under 
the supervision of Indigenous Tribal Leaders’ Forum 
(ITLF), wherein condolences service will be held at 
Martyrs’ Cemetery at Sehken Village, to be led by 
Joint Philanthropic Organizations (JPO). During the 
condolence service programme, floral tribute will be 
paid to the fallen heroes.

Notably, all business establishments including shops, 
markets and institutions will be also shut down on the 
day, paying respect and homage to the fallen heroes. 
Later in the evening, there will be a ‘Candle Light Vigil’ 
at Wall of Remembrance Site at Tuibong, which will 
be lead by student body.

In Delhi, the Kuki Students’ Organization Delhi & NCR 
will be observing the day at Jantar Mantar from 10:00 
am – 1:00 pm.

In Hyderabad, the programme will be held uner the 
aegis of Unau TribalForum Hyderabad, where in Kuki-
Zo martyrs will be remembered fondly.

Meanwhile, a total and absolute shutdown will be 
rigorously enforced in Sadar Hills, Kangpokpi District, 
on May 3, marking the solemn occasion of the Kuki-Zo 
Martyrs’ One Year Remembrance Day.

The Kuki-Zo community will solemnly commemorate 
the Kuki-Zo Martyrs’ One Year Remembrance Day, 
rallying under the powerful theme “Be Strong and 

Courageous,” drawn from Joshua 1:9. The solemn 
event will be held at the Martyrs’ Cemetery in 
Phaijang village, Sadar Hills Kangpokpi District, 
under the aegis of the Committee on Tribal Unity 
(CoTU), Sadar Hills Kangpokpi District, with the 
resounding slogan “You Sacrifice Your Today for 
Our Tomorrow.”

The total shutdown will commence from midnight 
of May 2 and culminate on midnight of May 3.

As directed by CoTU, the Kuki-Zo community 
will display unity and respect by hoisting black 
flags at their respective homes on May 3 to 
commemorate Remembrance Day. They will also 
observe a candlelight vigil from 7 p.m. onwards 
in their respective homes. Additionally, the same 
candlelight vigil will be held along the National 
Highway from Gamgiphai to Taphou and in all 
bazaar areas.

During the solemn noon session, a profound 
gun salute will pay homage to the fallen Kuki-Zo 
martyrs, accompanied by a heartfelt candlelight 
vigil. The entire Kuki-Zo community shall stand 
unified in commemorating Remembrance Day, 
donning solemn black attire.

After the noon session program, CoTU leaders 
will hand over a memorandum in connection 
with the Kuki-Zo’s Separate Administration 
movement to the Prime Minister of India 
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Kuki Chiefs’ Association of Manipur Denounces Manipulative 
Claims by CM N. Biren Singh Regarding Emergence of New Villages

The Kuki Chiefs’ Association of Manipur strongly rebukes 
the baseless assertions made by Manipur’s Chief Minister, 
Mr. N. Biren Singh, regarding the purported emergence 
of 996 new villages in the state. The attempt to link 
the establishment of these villages to migrants from 
Myanmar is not only unfounded but also prejudicial. 

Mr. N. Biren Singh’s apparent lack of understanding 
of the origin, history, and customs of the Kuki people 
is concerning. The traditional Kuki chieftainship 
and inheritance laws, which have been practiced 
for generations, allow for the establishment of 
new settlements within owned or demarcated 
land by the village chief or eldest family member. 

Making conjectural statements without proper 
knowledge of customary laws and practices only 
serves to exacerbate the existing chaos and confusion 
in the state. It is crucial for the government to 
refrain from altering narratives to malign specific 
communities and instead focus on objective analysis 
and scrutiny before making such claims in the future. 

Furthermore, it is worth recalling Mr. N. Biren Singh’s 
own statement from June 19, 2023, wherein he declared 
that there are no illegal immigrants in Manipur. 
Consistency and factual accuracy must be maintained 
to avoid further polarization and division within the 
state.
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through Deputy Commissioner, Kangpokpi. 

During the observation of Kuki-Zo Martyr’s One Year 
Remembrance Day, no other programs shall be organized 
by Kuki-Zo individuals or organizations. Traveling, 
jhumming, and other activities are strictly restricted. 

All residents of the Kuki-Zo community in the 
district are obliged to participate in the observation 

event, scheduled from 11:00 a.m. to 3:09 p.m. 
Additionally, attendees of Remembrance Day are 
directed to display a black flag on their vehicles. 

To honor the fallen Kuki-Zo martyrs and 
demonstrate unity, all churches in Sadar Hills 
Kangpokpi District will hold a mass prayer within 
their premises, followed by candlelight vigils 
outside each church.
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The successful revolutionary is a statesman, 
the unsuccessful one a criminal.

– Erich Fromm“

Kuki Leaders Condemn Burning of Houses in Jiribam 
District After Security Operations 

The Kuki Inpi of Jiri, Tamenglong & Noney, along with 
the Kuki Chief Association of Tousem Block, expresses 
deep dismay over the burning of two Kuki houses by 
unidentified individuals. The incident occurred shortly 
after security personnel conducted a series of combing 
operations in Kuki villages in Jiribam and neighboring 
areas.

On April 30, 2024, security forces led by the 39th Assam 
Rifles conducted a combing operation in Leisangphai 
(Muktokhal) village, followed by a similar operation in 
Sejang village in Jiribam on May 1. These operations 
were allegedly prompted by false information 
regarding the capture and confinement of a person 
belonging to the Meetei community in Mongbung 
village. However, there is no evidence to support 
such claims, and it appears to have been fabricated 
to justify military operations in areas where Kuki 
communities reside adjacent to Meitei settlements. 

Contrary to these baseless accusations, Kuki villages 
like Phaitol, Mongbung, and Molzol have faced periodic 
intimidation, including gunfire from the fringes of 
Meetei settlements. Last month, approximately fifty 
Meetei militants, fully equipped with military gear, 
advanced aggressively towards Mongbung village. 
Despite these alarming incidents, authorities have 

reportedly ignored the plight of Kuki villagers 
while cracking down on village volunteers and 
confiscating licensed single-barrel guns intended 
for defense during times of crisis.

The sequence of events, wherein combing 
operations are followed by the burning of Kuki 
houses, is deeply concerning and incomprehensible 
to the tribal communities. The Kuki Inpi and Kuki 
Chief Association urgently appeal to the authorities 
to set aside prejudices and apprehend those 
responsible for the arson. Additionally, they call 
for an end to the ongoing intimidation of Kuki 
people in Jiribam and surrounding areas.
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Today in history/Event recalled: MAY 02,2023

In the run-up to the peaceful “Solidarity March” 
against the infamous Manipur High Court Order 
over Meitei ST demand issue, under the aegis of All 
Tribal Students’ Union Manipur (ATSUM)- comprising 
students from Naga and Kuki communities, which 
was scheduled on May 3, 2023, the Meitei radicals 
- patronised by their political leaders - had carried 
out selective ‘counter blockade’ to the Kukis. 

The counter protest was carried out from May 2, 2023 
afternoon onwards where mobs blocked roads leading 
to Kukis’ hill towns and villages, leading to commotion 
in some places. Some of the Kukis heading towards 
their hill villages/towns from the State’s capital, Imphal, 
were blocked and denied reaching their destinations. 

Even though, the tribals’ peaceful protest was 
organised by students from both Naga and Kuki 
communities, the Meiteis began to selectively 
target the Kukis, a sign of their pre-planned state-
sponsored ethnic cleansing pogrom.
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The Kuki Inpi Manipur (KIM) has recently made an 
announcement that it will be observing May 3 as 
Kuki- Zo Awakening to mark the first anniversary 
Meitei’s Genocide Campaign against Kuki-Zo ethnic 
group which was launched on May 3, 2023. In fact, 
the day will remain as a day Kukis were awoken 
from the deepest of slumber in the comfort of their 
homes. Moreover, it becomes a day we reconsider our 
principles on coexistence, rewrite history, redirect our 
priorities and reevaluate our strengths and weaknesses. 
Therefore, KIM finds it most appropriate to call the day 
AWAKENING DAY. 

To recall again, on this day a year ago, Meiteis and their 
right-wing secessionist militant organizations launched 
a sudden and surprised attack against innocent Kukis. 
Rather than controlling the situation, the Manipur 
state government and its law enforcing agencies 
stood silent on what has happened in the heart of 
Imphal city. Within days, hundreds of innocent Kukis 
were killed and thousands of homes were reduced to 
ashes. Within weeks, tens of thousands Kukis were 
displaced from their homes. Till today, there is no relief 
at sight. The Manipur government and the far-right 
Meitei organizations continues targeting Kukis and 
their settlements on the pretext of performing the 
‘noblest causes’ such as ‘war on drugs’, ‘checking illegal 

immigration’ and ‘fighting militancy’. 

There is a long list of stories that describe the 
pains and sufferings of innocents in the hands of a 
state-sponsored terror. For twelve months now, we 
stood against the mighty state forces, resist several 
thousand strong Meitei militants who constantly 
made inroads into Kuki areas and attack innocent 
villagers. Kuki-Zo civil societies have urged Centre’s 
intervention, but our pleas are never taken into 
consideration. We are left without any option but 
defend with the least we have. Thankfully by the 
Grace of God, we miserably failed them in their 
genocidal campaign. 

Now, as we continue to fight Meitei terror which is 
purely based on hate and greed, it gives invaluable 
lessons to all Kuki-Zo ethnic groups in Manipur 
and elsewhere. Meitei atrocities have taught that 
the only means of our survival is taking firm and 
united stance against any forms of hatred and 
inhuman subjections to the other. It also taught 
that victory lies not in numbers but in the fair spirit 
of defending one’s life and territory against any 
external threat. 
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Meitei atrocities also taught us that we could no longer 
rely on the friendship our forefathers forged, as it has 
been proven treacherous. For once and again, it is proven 
that our right to life, dignity and freedom depends on 
the supreme sacrifice of our sons and daughters alone. 
We have also been reminded that our home lies not 
in the valley but deep in the mountains, the abode of 
our ancestors. We must ensure that these mountains 
shine bright and beautiful someday. Meiteis greed and 
jealousy taught that we should be independent from 
Meitei centric systems such as education and medical 
care. We are compelled to build our own hospitals, 
schools and universities. We realized the importance of 
maintaining an independent arterial road for transport 
and communication. 

Meitei war crimes also taught that, at the end of the 
day we would survive together if we firmly stood united 
or perished altogether otherwise. Our sons in the 
battlefield and our daughters attending the family have 
learnt how trivial is to fight for names and dialectal 
variations. When there is an impending death waiting 
at the other bunker, it is the other who comes to the 
rescue risking his own. Meitei atrocities developed the 

spirit of unity, gave so much hope, rebuilt trust and 
heal past wounds among us. Thus, the genocidal 
campaign against us has become a ‘necessary evil’ 
for our self-realization and introspection. 

With this, the proposed theme “KUKI-ZO 
AWAKENING DAY” by Kuki Inpi Manipur (KIM) 
appropriately presents the situations as to how far 
have we managed to capitalized Meitei aggression 
to our advantage. The theme positively presents 
a sense of responsibility for each and every one 
of us to contribute toward our common cause. 
It challenges the old school of thought on our 
values; coexistence, integrity, development and 
nation building as it becomes obsolete since May 
3, 2023. The day, though deadly and destructive, 
has redirected us towards our original path - a 
path of past glory which was taken away a few 
hundred years ago.  We must accept May 3 as 
an Awakening Call to also shed our differences, 
accept each other and more importantly keep 
us reminded that none of us will survive alone as 
petty tribe or clan. We will only restore our past 
glory as one great nation.  
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