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Meitei mob Burned down several 
houses in Langol, Imphal West. 

Meitei militants launched an attack on Saichang 
in Sugnu at approximately 5:10 PM. During the 

Today in history/EventS recalled: JULY 14 & 15, 2023

A RECAP OF THE HORRIFIC INCIDENTS ON JULY 14 & 15, 2023 AS A RESULT OF PRE-
PLANNED STATE-SPONSORED ETHNIC CLEANSING POGROM AGAINST KUKI-ZO 

CLAIM: 
Several social media users belonging to Meitei community posted a 
video on X (formerly Twitter) claiming that American Ex-Marine Soldiers 
are supplying and training the Kuki-Zo communities and further alleged 
that ‘they are not ordinary instigators but well-trained transnational 
savages to create the havoc in Manipur’.

FACT:
A fact finding team of TLM cross-check the authenticity of the said 
social media post and found the claim baseless. The said video does not 
depict Chin-Kuki-Zo fighters, as claimed. It shows cadres from Karen 
National Union (KNU)/KNLA who operate along the Thai-Myanmar 
border. KNU flags/insignia are clearly visible in the video 

FACT-CHECK RESULT:
FALSE, MEITEI MEDIA EXPOSED
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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
Click to Follow
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A Kuki organisation has demanded registration of an 
FIR and investigation against Manipur Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh alleging conspiracy to commit “large 
scale ethnic violence” against the Kukis in the state. 
 
The Kuki Organization for Human Rights Trust 
(KOHUR) has written in this regard to the Supreme 
Court-appointed officer monitoring probe in cases 
related to the ethnic violence in Manipur. In a 
memorandum addressed to Dattatray Padsalgikar, 
former Maharashtra Director General of Police 
appointed by Supreme Court to oversee the probe 
into Manipur ethnic violence cases, sent through Home 
Secretary Govind Mohan, KOHUR gave reference of 
news articles on a leaked audio purportedly of the 
Manipur minister and demanded action. The Manipur 
government has dismissed the recording as doctored. 
 
The Kuki organisation also sought registration of an FIR 
and initiation of investigation against other unknown 
individuals for “conspiracy to commit large scale ethnic 
violence, including mass murder and sexual offences 
against the ethnic minority Kuki people residing 
within the state of Manipur, and for the commission 
of several overt and covert illegal and criminal actions 
in furtherance of the said criminal conspiracy”. KOHUR 
also shared an approximately 48-minute long audio 
recording, purportedly of the Manipur chief minister. 
 
“In an ethnically charged up environment, the remedy 
of approaching the regular police in Manipur by the 
undersigned, that too seeking police investigation 
against the sitting Chief Minister is an entirely illusory 
exercise. It may kindly be that noted your good offices 
was instituted by the Hon’ble Supreme Court specifically 
to remedy such a situation,” the Kuki organisation said. 

Kuki organisation writes to SC-appointed official 
demanding probe against Manipur CM

 
KOHUR also said if the attached audio recording 
is found to be false, doctored or manipulated in 
the course of the investigation under the present 
complaint, those found responsible for the making 
and propagation of such media ought to be 
prosecuted in accordance with law. Kuki groups 
have said the purported audio clip is evidence of 
the Manipur chief minister’s involvement in the 
ethnic violence in the state. (Deccan Herald)
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The Kuki Students’ Organization (KSO) General 
Headquarters, an apex Kuki student body, has urgently 
appealed to the Chairman of the Staff Selection 
Commission (SSC), Shri Rakesh Ranjan, to reconsider 
the decision to cancel SSC CGL (Tier-1) examination 
centres in Churachandpur and Ukhrul. 
 
In a letter addressed to the SSC Chairman, KSO expressed 
deep concern over the abrupt cancellation, which 
has caused significant inconvenience to numerous 
candidates from these regions who had been preparing 
for the examination. The decision has forced candidates 
to travel long distances to alternative centres, imposing 
logistical and financial hardships, especially given the 
poor road conditions from Churachandpur to Mizoram 
(Aizawl).
 
Moreover, KSO highlighted that due to the buffer zone 
between Imphal Valley and Churachandpur, minority 
Kuki candidates are unable to travel to Imphal for the 
examination, further complicating their situation. 
Despite full assurance from the Deputy Commissioner 
of Churachandpur regarding security measures, the 
centres remain cancelled.
 
KSO has called for urgent intervention by the SSC 
to review and reinstate the examination centres in 
Churachandpur and Ukhrul to ease the burden on 
aspirants and ensure a smooth examination process 
for all candidates in these regions.
 
The student body also appealed to the Chief Executive 
Officer and Managing Director of Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS) to intervene in the matter and address 
the recent cancellation of SSC Combined Graduate Level 
Examination centres in Churachandpur and Ukhrul, 
Manipur.
 
Acknowledging the company’s significant role in 
enhancing employment opportunities across India, 

Kuki Student’s Top Body Appeals for Reinstatement of 
SSC Examination Centers in Churachandpur and Ukhrul

including in Manipur, the KSO, however, raised 
concerns over the abrupt decision by the SSC 
authorities to cancel the examination centres, 
scheduled to operate from September 8 onwards.
 
It also highlighted several key issues, including 
Security Assurance, Inconvenience to Candidates, 
Logistical and Financial Burdens, and Travel 
Restrictions.
 
The student body has called on TCS to intervene 
and urge the SSC to reconsider the cancellation, 
reinstating the examination centres to support 
the aspirants in these districts.
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In a pointed statement addressing the ongoing conflict 
in Manipur, the Kuki Women Organization for Human 
Rights (KWOHR) has cast doubt on the moral and 
ethical authority of the Imagi Meira and other Meitei 
women’s groups. The organization claims that these 
groups, accused of involvement in violence against 
Kuki-Zo women, are not in a position to effectively 
advocate for peace.

KWOHR’s critique is based on a controversial remark 
made by a Meira Paibis leader, who, in an interview 
justifies the gang rape, and atrocities committed 
against Kuki-Zo women, the Meitei women leader 
remarked, “As a woman, I feel pity for them, but it’s 
a war.” We hope this quote provides them the same 
comfort they once extended to us.

The KWOHR’s first question for any women’s 
organization, especially Imagi Meira, is whether they 
possess the moral and ethical authority to demand 
resolutions to end the conflict and advocate for peace, 
given their alleged role in the violence. KWOHR reminds 
the Meitei women of their involvement in the ethnic 
cleansing, pointing out their direct and indirect 
participation in war crimes.

Arambai Tenggol allegedly sought the Meira Paibis’ 
blessing before executing their pogrom against the 
Kuki people. The Meira Paibis are accused of shielding 
Arambai Tenggol and other Meitei militant groups 
from arrest and actions by government agencies. They 
allegedly bought time for attacks on Kuki villages by 
obstructing security forces, encouraged and participated 
in mob violence, facilitated cruelty, and undermined 
the rule of law. Notably, they are said to have rescued 
terrorists from Indian Armed Forces and obstructed 
investigations into the looting of state armories, among 
other actions. If they truly seek resolution, should they 
not first submit themselves to the law for their alleged 
crimes before issuing ultimatums?, the KWOHR asked.

KWOHR’s critique extends to the state’s paramilitary 
forces, questioning their effectiveness in 
maintaining law and order amidst ongoing violence. 
Despite the deployment of 60,000 paramilitary 
personnel, violence continues, including repeated 
bombings from the valley to the hills. KWOHR 
suggests that the security forces have not acted 
decisively to quell the unrest, raising concerns 
about their role in the conflict.

The organization also criticizes Imagi Meira and 
associated groups for allegedly opposing the 
surrender of Arambai Tenggol and the return of 
looted weapons. The KWOHR argued that the Imagi 
Meira is correct in asserting that both the state and 
central governments share responsibility for failing 
to resolve the conflict. However, resolution cannot 
be achieved without holding accountable those 
involved in orchestrating the ethnic cleansing, 
including the Meira Paibis, Arambai Tenggol, and 
Biren Singh along with his allies. Are they prepared 
to face legal consequences? If so, central agencies 
would likely be receptive to their demands.

Meira Paibis and other Meitei women’s organizations 
reportedly oppose the surrender of Arambai 
Tenggol and the looted weapons. The KWOHR 
accused some Meitei influencers and activists of 

KWOHR Questions Credibility of Meira Paibis Call for 
Peace Amidst Ongoing Conflict
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The Kuki Inpi Sadar Hills has expressed deep concern 
over a recent incident in Koutruk involving a drone 
equipped with an explosive device, reportedly deployed 
by members of the Meitei Commandos along with 
their militant outfit to target Kuki village volunteers. 
The attack failed due to a battery malfunction, and 
the incident has since been embroiled in controversy, 
with baseless accusations against the Kuki volunteers 
suggesting they deployed the device themselves.

The Kuki Inpi condemned the deliberate distortion of 
facts, stating that such actions only serve to heighten 
tensions and violence in the region, rather than 
promoting peace or justice. They criticized attempts 
to manipulate the narrative to favor one group, warning 
that such approaches only deepen the divisions and 
mistrust between the Meitei and Kuki-Zo communities.

The organization raised serious concerns about the 
impartiality of investigations conducted by the Director 
General of Police (DGP) of Manipur, alleging a consistent 
bias in favor of the Meitei majority while neglecting the 
suffering of the Kuki minority, including the burning 

of over 300 Kuki villages. The Kuki Inpi called for a 
truly independent and impartial investigation into 
the Koutruk incident and other acts of violence in 
the region.

The statement emphasized that peace can 
only be achieved through fair and unbiased law 
enforcement, urging authorities to hold all parties 
equally accountable for their actions. The Kuki Inpi 
warned that selective justice and biased blame 
will only worsen the conflict and called on all 
stakeholders to commit to truth and justice to heal 
the wounds of the affected communities.

Kuki Inpi Sadar Hills Condemns Drone Attack Incident in 
Koutruk, Calls for Impartial Investigation
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providing war equipment to those committing violence 
against the Kuki people, questioning whether their 
negotiations prioritize justice for victims or majoritarian 
interests.

“Imagi Meira’s stance on drones is valid as they pose a 
serious threat to civilian safety and security. Activists 
like Licipriya and others should be held accountable 
under UAPA for procuring such dangerous weapons and 
supporting terrorist organisations like Arambai Tenggol. 
The evidence against them is substantial, unlike the 
dubious images and videos used to defame the Kukis. 
Is Meira Paibis’ approach to defamation aligned with 
their ‘This is war’ mentality?”, questions the KWOHR. 

If justice for the victims and restoring normalcy 
in Manipur is indeed the goal, Imagi Meira and 
all Meitei CSOs should demand an explanation 
regarding the leaked audio tape involving Biren 
Singh. He is responsible for the death of their 
people, not the Kukis. Defaming the Kukis will not 
absolve their crimes.

The KWOHR, representing Kuki women, declares 
that their safety, security, and right to live with 
dignity and respect lie outside Manipur but within 
India. Hence, they demand for an expedition 
of  political demand in the form of Separate 
Administration.

Contd.
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BJP MLA Paolienlal Haokip has written a formal letter 
to the Union Home Minister (UHM) expressing deep 
concerns over recent developments in Manipur. The 
MLA’s communication comes in response to allegations 
made by MLA Rajkumar Imo Singh against the 
Indigenous Tribal Leaders’ Forum (ITLF), a respected 
civil society organization advocating for the Kuki-Zo 
community.
 
Haokip criticized RK Imo Singh for accusing ITLF of terror 
activities without credible evidence, calling such claims 
misleading and harmful to the tribal communities 
striving for peace amidst ongoing violence. He urged 
that if Singh is truly concerned about public safety, 
attention should instead be directed at Meitei civil 
society organizations like COCOMI and the Haomee 
Federation. Haokip alleges these groups have been 
complicit in fueling unrest and have remained silent 
during the looting of state armories by Meitei groups, 
which he views as a grave national security issue.
 
Highlighting the severity of the situation, Haokip noted 
the immense suffering of the Kuki-Zo community, 
including the loss of hundreds of lives and the 
destruction of homes and churches. He criticized the 
lack of condemnation from Meitei MLAs regarding these 
atrocities and accused Singh of focusing on demonizing 
a peace-seeking community rather than addressing 
the real issues of ethnic cleansing and violence.

 
The BJP MLA called for the Government of India 
to expedite a political solution for the Kuki-Zo 
people, proposing a separate administration in 
the form of a Union Territory with a Legislature 
as a means to achieve lasting peace and 
security. He expressed frustration with the 
government’s delay in addressing these demands, 
which he believes exacerbates the situation. 
 
Haokip described the Manipur crisis as not merely 
an ethnic conflict but an issue of state-sponsored 
persecution and a question of justice and survival 
for the Kuki-Zo people. He urged authorities to 
thoroughly investigate the threats posed by Meitei 
armed groups and to look into leaked audio tapes 
involving the Chief Minister under Supreme Court 
supervision.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The essence of strategy is choosing 
what not to do.

- Michael Porter“
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On Tuesday, Dr. Sambit Patra, the BJP National 
Spokesperson and Co-ordinator of the North East, 
had visited the strife-torn state of Manipur. As per 
reports, unlike his earlier visits, the latest two-day visit 
was in accordance with specific instructions from the 
Government of India to take a decisive step for quick 
restoration of peace in the region.

It was said that except for some top leaders of the 
Government and BJP Manipur Pradesh, no BJP 
Ministers, MLAs and the party’s office bearers had prior 
information of Sambit Patra’s visit. The Meiteis’ valley-
based media houses are now abuzz with speculations 
of possible change of guard for restoration of peace.

Is the Centre planning something big to ensure early 
restoration of peace in Manipur? Why did BJP’s Sambit 
Patra make a sudden visit to Manipur? Was he assigned 
to submit a detailed report to the BJP top leadership 
on the current state of things in violence-hit Manipur?

Notably, the NDA 3.0 Government would 
be completing 100 days on September 15. 
Responding to Media’s query, Manipur Minister Th. 
Basanta said that the BJP or the PM had never said 
that the Manipur crisis would be resolved within 100 

days of Modi 3.0 but had stated that all efforts will 
be made to bring permanent peace at the earliest.

The visit of BJP central leadership to the conflict 
state is nothing new. Since the eruption of the 
state-sponsored ethnic cleansing pogrom against 
the minority Kuki-Zo on May 3 last year, multiple 
visits have been made by the BJP central leadership 
but nothing sort of peace came to light even after 
more than 16 months. Rather, every visit of theirs 
was marred by escalation of violent aggression 
from the Meitei radical armed groups against the 
Kukis, thus pouring fuel to the fire.

Soon after arriving at Imphal, Sambit Patra 
reportedly held a meeting with Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh and also one to one meetings at Hotel 
Imphal with the BJP Ministers and MLAs, barring 
Kuki MLAs/ Ministers. He also met BJP Manipur 
Pradesh President A. Sharda, Assembly Speaker 
Th. Satyabrata and a few intellectuals from the 
Meitei community.

Sambit Patra also visited Moreh, the border hill 
town of Kuki-dominated Tengnoupal district. 

Contd.
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Certain quarters have expressed strong suspicion that 
Sambit Patra might have met some Kuki Ministers and 
MLAs at Moreh.

Media reports stated that Sambit Patra dealt on whether 
replacing the Chief Minister could check the violence 
or whether the incumbent Chief Minister should be 
retained. Reshuffling of the Council of Ministers too 
reportedly figured at the meeting.

His visit was earlier scheduled to last four days during 
which he would also visit Churachandpur and Kangpokpi 
where he could meet Kuki Ministers and MLAs; but the 
visit was cut short suddenly at the instruction of the 
Centre. He is expected to present a detailed report to 
the Government of India about his visit to Manipur. 
Many political experts and analysts have opined that 
Sambit Patra’s two-day visit is highly significant unlike 
his previous visits.

It is important to note that the Kukis have been 
facing the brunt of Meitei atrocities for the last 
16 months. The violence is orchestrated and pre-
planned by N. Biren Singh (as per his incriminating 
audiotapes) in cohort with his private militia groups.

The position of the Kuki-Zo people is clear. 
Replacing the incumbent and incompetent 
chief minister is not the issue anymore. As the 
two warring communities are already totally 
separated physically, ethnically, geographically 
and demographically, there is no question of 
peaceful co-existence under one administrative 
unit. The Kukis will not settle for anything less than 
“Separate Administration” from the communal 
Meitei government for peace and normalcy to 
return.
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1) Who is this person? When was he recruited to 
IRB? Who authorized his transfer from IRB to Police 
Department, and then to UNLF-MPA? Any FIR lodge 
against him or against any responsible person by 
Meitei Police or CBI or NIA? Who will be accountable 
for violation of the concerned law/s?

2) How come militants / non-police personnel 
are allowed to wear Police uniforms? Who stitched 
those uniforms? Any FIR filed by Manipur Police or 
NIA or CBI against anyone for impersonating the 
police? Why the then SP of Tengnoupal ( a Naga) 
was made a scapegoat and transferred after the 
incident, while no action was taken on any Meitei 
office holder?

Contd.

Since 3rd May 2023, there are numerous allegations, with proofs, of the biased-ness of the state government 
in tacitly and openly supporting, and facilitating/ arming the meitei radicals & terrorists to fight against 
the Kuki-Zo people. Even then, no action has been purportedly taken against any meitei person, private or 
government servant, for acting against the Kukis, thereby raising questions about the state government’s 
role in this ongoing violence against the Kukis. This alleged complicity of the Meitei government is proving 
to be an added ammunition to those numerous analysts who termed this ongoing violence as “state-
sponsored.”

In this series, we are asking very simple questions, along with the evidences, for the Meitei state government 
to answer:
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3) Who gave these non-Police Meitei persons arms 
and ammunition, with a licence to kill the ‘Kukis’? 
From which Police Station are these arms taken from - 
Kakching/ Pallel/ Thoubal? Were the weapons returned 
after the incident? Any FIR or Any action on record?

4) Another glaring example of the Meitei Police 
allowing the Meitei terrorists to join them by giving 
them uniforms allegedly with a view to escape the 
radar of the Army-checking at various check-posts. 
Who devised such a plan to ferry the militants in the 
guise of Manipur Police? It has been alleged that all 
these plans are devised by Col. (Retd.) Nectar. Is it 
true? Any suo-moto FIR/ Complaint lodged by Meitei 
police against such individual/s for defaming the Police 
uniform or for impersonating a SI ranked Police Officer? 
If no complaint/ FIR, why?

5) Who provided Khambaton Meitei with 
government issued arms (5.56mm INSAS) and 
uniform? Any suo-moto FIR/ Complaint lodged 
by Meitei police against such individual/s donning 
police gear and using police weapon? If no 
complaint/ FIR, why? Was the INSAS looted from 
Police Armoury? If yes, any step taken or any arrest 
made to recover the said arm?

6) “Let’s kill all the Kukis” reads the whatsapp 
status of Mr. Soisenba Oinam, who is armed with 
a .303 rifle and accompanied by the Meitei Police 
Commando. Has any FIR been filed against him 
for inciting communal violence or participating 
in to use criminal force or violence under Section 
153/ 153A of IPC or Sections 192/ 196 of BNS? Why 
no action taken by Meitei Police, under the Arms 
Act, for possessing a firearm that is not authorised 
for public?

Contd.

Contd.
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7) “Let’s fight the Kuki slaves” reads the Instagram 
status of Mr. Sana Tmba while wearing uniform of Meitei 
Police Commando and armed with 5.56 mm INSAS 
Rifle. Who armed them with the government weapons, 
and who clothed them with Commando uniforms? 
Any suo-moto FIR filed under SC&ST Prevention of 
Attrocities Amendment Act, 2015 (for insulting the ST 
Kuki community and calling them slaves) or u/s 504 
IPC or u/s 352 of BNS, 2023 (for insulting with an inient 
to provoke breach of peace)? If not, why?

8) Dated Aug 3, 2023; Location Bishnupur – 
Churachandpur border: On the day of the Meira 
Paibis attempted march to Churachandpur, the Meitei 
militants were given a free hand by the Meitei Police 
of Bishnupur to create riot in case of need. As per 
reports the women were at the forefront and acted 

as human shields for the Meitei militants. Later, 
these militants fired upon the Indian Army and 
RAF, who then retaliated in a controlled manner, 
and prevented situation from turning volatile. A 
photo was captured wherein one of the militants 
carrying a 7.62 mm SLR was briefed by one of his 
fellows, while the Meitei commandos remained 
a mute spectator to the ongoings. Why no arrest 
made and no FIR filed against any of the militants 
for carrying sophisticated arms in contravention 
to the Arms Act, 1959? Why no FIR on Meira Paibis 
for attempting to disturb peace?

During the stand-off, it was learnt that the biased 
Meitei Police saw the neutral central forces as their 
enemy and even fired at them for performing 
their duties (by stopping the Meitei militants from 
reaching Churachandpur). Why no FIR registered 
against Meitei Police for attempting to harm the 
central forces? Why no CBI/ NIA has taken note 
of this issue?

9) Centre should focus on recovering all the 
looted arms and ammunitions, and should ensure 
that all Meitei militants are either flushed out or 
contained before targeting the Kukis for guarding 
their villages and people. On the first week of May 
2023 when hundreds of Kuki villages were burnt 
and hundreds of Kukis killed by Meiteis (police, 

Contd.
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commandos and militants) where were the central 
forces?

How many of the looted arms / ammunition of the 
Valleys have been recovered so far? How is it possible 
that the sole SoO signatory of the VBIG, the UNLF-
MPA, are seen wherever attacks on Kuki villages are 
happening?

10) A self-proclaimed environmentalist is seeking 
sponsorship to purchase – Portable radars (3 nos), drone 
jammers (6 nos), bullet proof (3000 pieces), thermal 
drones (100 nos) etc. Was there any suo-moto enquiry 
done by DGCA (the regulator on drones) or even the 
meitei police as to why so many drones are sought to 
be purchased? There were reports that many drones 
were carried by Licypriya as an airline passenger? How 
did the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security allowed so 
many drones to be carried on airplanes? Any exemption 
for Licypriya? How were the drones utilized? One is 

tempted to conclude that these were used by the 
Meitei militants to monitor the movements of the 
Kuki people and the Indian Army/ CAPF, and for 
attacking the Kuki villagers.

11) A FB post from Eramdam E-Pao showcasing 
their arms/ area weapons. Some are rocket 
launchers, and some are mortars. The post even 
thanked the incumbent Manipur Rajya Sabha 
MP Sanajaoba for the gift. Was there any enquiry 
done in this regard? Any statement from MP 
Sanajaoba? Any FIR lodged under the Arms Act 
or other relevant sections?

Contd.
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12) The tweet shows the destruction of the Kuki 
houses in Imphal. Has the Manipur Human Rights 
Commission led by Judge (retd.) UB Saha as Chairperson 
ever dared to direct the state government to protect 
the Kuki houses in Imphal, even though it has time and 

again directed the deputy commissioners of the 
hill districts to protect the houses of the meiteis 
located in the hill districts? Ironically, the office of 
the MHRC is located in Imphal and the houses of 
the Kukis in Imphal are only at a distance of 0 - 10 
kms from its HQ, and yet never bothered to visit 
the left-behind houses of the Kukis in Imphal.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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