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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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No Peace talks between Kuki-Zo people and Meiteis, says 
Kuki Inpi Manipur in response to Biren’s statement

Apropos to Manipur Chief Minister, N. Biren Singh’s 
statement, the Kuki Inpi Manipur (KIM), an apex body 
of the Kuki Tribes, has clarified that “there are no peace 
talks between the Kuki-Zo people and the Meiteis.”

In a statement issued on Thursday, the Information 
and Publicity Secretary of Kuki apex body, Janghaolun 
Haokip said, “The Kuki Inpi Manipur is utterly taken 
aback by the supposed ‘Peace Talks’ held between the 
Kuki-Zo representatives and the Meiteis.

He clarified that the Kuki Inpi has no knowledge of any 
“Peace Talk” held between the Kuki-Zo people and the 
Meiteis as mentioned by the Manipur Chief Minister 
N.Biren Singh.

In sharp contrast, the Kuki Inpi Manipur reiterated 
that it would remain committed in its resolve for a 
political boycott of the Manipur state government for 
orchestrating and perpetrating the persecution against 
the Kuki-Zo people.

“The Manipur state government continues to utilise 
government machinery in its ruthless campaign against 
our people inflicting untold damage. On that account, 
a supposed ‘Peace Talk’ between the Kuki-Zo people 
and the Meitei can only be termed as overly optimistic,” 
said KIM.

The Kuki-Zo apex body also stated that its people, 
who have been victims of the state-sponsored ethnic 
cleansing campaign of the Manipur state government, 
cannot negotiate with their oppressors for justice and 
equality for Kuki-Zo people.

To that matter, a demand for Union Territory with 
legislature for the Kuki-Zo people has long been 
forwarded to the Government of India for constitutional 
course of action and the Kuki-Zo people is only resolute 
to commit to the same until its fulfillment, it stated.

The statement also asserted that the demand for 
the Union territory is legitimate as the only means 
for equality and justice for the Kuki-Zo people and 
the safe-guarding of their rights and privileges as 
equal citizens of the country.

“Furthermore, any supposed peace talk or political 
negotiation without the knowledge of the Kuki Inpi 
and its constituent organisations, is only illusionary,” 
said the Kuki-Zo apex body, adding that the Kuki 
Inpi and its constituent organisations are the only 
legitimate bodies to manoeuvre a way forward for 
the Kuki-Zo people.
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Chief Minister N Biren Singh’s Peace Talks Claim Met with 
Skepticism by KSO General Headquarters

Chief Minister N Biren Singh announced on Wednesday 
that peace talks between the Kuki and Meitei 
communities, who have been involved in an ongoing 
ethnic conflict, have begun and that peace is gradually 
returning to the state.

However, the Kuki Students’ Organization (KSO) 
General Headquarters has expressed skepticism about 
the CM’s statements, demanding transparency and 
accountability. The KSO insists that the Chief Minister 
should disclose the precise details regarding the 
organization or individuals involved in these peace 
negotiations.

“We are not aware of any peace talks involving the 
Chief Minister or any valley-based CSO,” said a KSO 
spokesperson. “This seems to be another media stunt 
by the CM to placate the Centre and the public. To 
date, there has been no formal invitation from any 
Government agencies regarding any negotiations for 
peace talks.”

The KSO emphasizes that the CM cannot assert that 
negotiations for peace talks are occurring without the 
involvement and presence of the Central Government 
and the knowledge of Kuki CSOs. They also challenge 
the term “ethnic conflict,” arguing that it is used to 
conceal government misdeeds.

“This is not an ethnic conflict but a conflict against 
the Government of Manipur, which has used its own 
radical groups to stifle the emotional and rational 
discontentment of the Kuki-Zo people. This situation has 
inevitably led to demands for a separate administration 
to safeguard our existence,” the spokesperson added.

The KSO calls for the CM to provide clear and 
truthful information about the alleged peace talks 
and stresses the need for genuine involvement 
and transparency in any such negotiations.

https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/KSO_tlm
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM


KSO Media & Documentation Cell
ksomediacell@gmail.com

5

ISSUE No. 282
THURSDAY | JULY 11, 2024

Click to Follow

“Manipur is divided”: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
shares video of his visit to state

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Thursday urged 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to visit Manipur and 
suggested PM Modi to listen to the problems of the 
state people and said that Congress and INDIA bloc 
will raise the “need for peace” in Manipur with full force 
in Parliament.

Sharing a five minutes video on X, the Congress 
leader said that Manipur is “divided into two parts.” 
“This is the third time I have come here since violence 
broke out in Manipur. but unfortunately there is no 
improvement in the situation even today the state is 
divided into two parts,” Rahul Gandhi posted on X. He 
further said that thousands of families are forced to 
live in relief camps.

“Houses are burning, innocent lives are in danger 
and thousands of families are forced to live in 
relief camps. The Prime Minister should personally 
visit Manipur, listen to the problems of the people 
of the state and appeal for peace,” he added. 
One of the women at the relief camp demanded 
security saying “Sir, we want security. We want to go 
home. How long will we stay here?”

In response to them, Rahul Gandhi said, “So, the main 
thing is that you need security. And you want to go 
back.”

“Yes, we want to live in our own house,” the woman said.

When Rahul Gandhi asked why this fight started, the 
women said, “Because of the misunderstanding.”

Rahul Gandhi further said that “the Congress Party and 
INDIA bloc will raise the need for peace in Manipur with 
full force in Parliament to pressure the government to 
end this tragedy.”

Rahul Gandhi listened to the problems of the 

people at the relief camp in Manipur. 
“Is the violence helping anyone?” Rahul Gandhi 
asked.

The women in the relief camp responded, “No.”

Another woman in the relief camp broke down and 
said that everyone from outside comes to meet 
in Manipur, but Chief Minister (Biren Singh) and 
Home Minister (Amit Shah) have not come here.

“They come from Assam. Come from everywhere. 
Our Chief Minister never visits us,” she said.

Earlier on July 8, Congress MP met the victims of 
violence at the relief camp in Manipur and also 
met state Governor Anusuiya Uikey.

Addressing the press conference in Manipur’s 
Imphal, Rahul Gandhi said that thousands of 
families have been harmed, properties have been 
destroyed in the state.

“It’s the third time I have come here since the 
problem started and it has been a tremendous 
tragedy. I was expecting some improvement in 

Contd.
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the situation but I was disappointed to see that the 
situation is still nowhere near what it should be. I visited 
the camps and heard the people there, heard their pain. 
I came here to listen to them, to build confidence in 
them and as somebody who is in the opposition, to try 
and apply pressure on the government so that it acts. 
Here, the need of the hour is peace. Violence is hurting 
everybody. Thousands of families have been harmed, 
properties have been destroyed, family members have 
been killed and I have never seen anywhere in India 
what is going on here, LoP said.

Rahul Gandhi said that he met Manipur Governor 
Anusuiya Uikey and expressed “displeasure” over the 
progress that has taken place in the state.

Rahul Gandhi said that he met Manipur Governor 
Anusuiya Uikey and expressed “displeasure” over the 
progress that has taken place in the state.

“We had a conversation with the Governor and we 

expressed to the Governor that we would like to 
help in whatever way we can. We also expressed 
our displeasure and we said that we are not happy 
with the progress that has taken place here. I don’t 
want to go further into politicizing the issue. It is 
not my intention. As I said I come here as a brother 
and as a family member and I understand that the 
entire Manipur is in pain, is suffering and needs 
to get out of this suffering as soon as possible,” 
Rahul Gandhi added.

The Congress leader urged everyone to think about 
peace and brotherhood adding that “violence and 
hatred” are not going to get any solution.

Violence erupted in the northeastern state on May 
3 last year following clashes during a rally organised 
by the All Tribals Students Union (ATSU) to protest 
against the demand for the inclusion of the Meitei 
community in the Scheduled Tribe category. (ANI)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contd.

Since the beginning of the state-sponsored ethnic 
cleansing pogrom against the minority Kukis on 3 May 
2023, the central agencies like NIA, CBI or Central Armed 
Police Forces including Assam Rifles seemed to have 
applied unequal treatment between the two warring 
communities, acting biasedly against the Kukis.

When the Kuki Village Volunteers were arrested, the 
cases were taken up by the National Investigation 
Agency, while there is leniency of law towards the 
Meiteis’ Arambai Tenggol. Hypocrisy at its height as 
the central law enforcement agency remains the mute 
spectator on the Meitei militants right under its nose. 

On Wednesday, the Manipur police arrested two 
members of the radical armed Meitei outfit Arambai 
Tenggol in the heart of Imphal city’s Paona Bazaar area. 
The police also seized arms and ammunition, including 
an INSAS rifle with 16 live rounds of ammunition and 
a pistol with three live rounds.

However, their case was not taken up by the NIA or any 
other central investigating agencies. The radicalised 
armed outfit’s chief Korounganba Khuman still 
walks free even after being booked by the National 
Investigating Agency for his unlawful activities. 

Does the NIA remain blind, deaf and dumb on the 
illegality of the Arambai Tenggol? What action has 
been taken by the NIA on Korounganba Khuman? 

The Arambai Tenggol group has come into 
prominence as one of the largest armed actors 
in the ongoing ethnic conflict in Manipur, which 
began in May 2023. Looting 6000 sophisticated 
weapons and lakhs of ammunition from Police 
armouries, they are solely responsible for all war 
crimes against the Kukis.

NIA’s Hypocrisy: Leniency of law on Arambai Tenggol?
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ZoRO Advocates for Indigenous Rights at UNITED NATIONS, 
Slams Indo-Myanmar Fencing

In an address at the United Nations, Lalnun Fella 
Changte, leader of the Zo-Reunification Organisation 
(ZoRO) advocated for the rights of the Zo Indigenous 
Peoples spread across Myanmar, India and Bangladesh. 
Changte, representing the Zo people highlighted the 
challenges faced by ethnic Zo communities due to 
geopolitical divisions enforced during colonial times.

ZoRO is an international non-governmental, non-profit 
Indigenous people’s reunification organisation of Chin, 
Kuki and Mizo of India, Myanmar and Bangladesh.

“The Zo peoples, scattered across borders imposed by 
colonial powers are unjustly divided and denied their 
fundamental rights,” Changte stated, addressing the 
UN assembly. He pointed out ethnic clashes in Manipur 
where violence and displacement have plagued 
minority hill tribes forcing many to flee their homes.

Changte criticized India’s plans to fence the Indo-
Myanmar border, arguing it would further restrict the 
freedom of movement for Zo communities, already 
struggling with internal conflicts and displacement. 

He stated the urgent need for international support 
to address the worsening humanitarian crisis faced 

by Zo people, particularly those seeking refuge 
in Mizoram from neighboring Bangladesh amid 
escalating tensions in the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

“Our people are under siege from multiple fronts—
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Assam, and Manipur,” 
Changte said demanding immediate humanitarian 
aid and the recognition of Zo people’s right to self-
determination.

The essence of justice is 
impartiality

— John Rawls“
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Catholic Church in India Pledges to Build 600 Homes for 
Displaced Families in Manipur Following Ethnic Clashes

The Catholic Archdiocese of Imphal, in India, has started 
a housing rehabilitation project to help displaced 
families in Manipur, following the outbreak of violence 
between ethnic Meitei and Kuki in May 2023.

In just over a year, violence has caused more than 200 
deaths and left behind deep wounds. Tens of thousands 
of people are still homeless after fleeing their village 
to escape violence.

For ethnic Kuki, who are mostly Christian, the 
archdiocese is promoting the construction of 600 
homes, with a financial commitment of 5400,000 
rupees (around US$ 6,000) per unit, this according to Fr 
Varghese Velickakam, vicar general of the Archdiocese 
of Imphal, who coordinates the relief efforts.

Interethnic violence that broke out in May 2023 between 
Meitei and Kuki displaced more than 60,000 people. 
The Archdiocese of Imphal has started building housing 
for those who lost everything. For Vicar General Fr 
Varghese Velickakam, “IDPs are hard-working people, 
and with an intense desire to live in dignity and peace.” 
Catholic priests from all over India are also mobilising 
to raise funds for the project.

To support these efforts, the Conference of Diocesan 
Priests of India (CDPI) launched the “Minimum of Rs. 
500 to Manipur” challenge, inviting every priest in the 
country to raise that sum of money.

The fundraiser will last until August 2024 with 
contributions allocated to the Archdiocese of Imphal, 
with the aim of completing the housing project by 
February 2025.

The challenge is not only about rebuilding physical 
structures to replace hundreds of homes destroyed 

during the violence, but also to provide spiritual 
support to those who have suffered from the 
clashes.

Many have settled in Singangat parish, 
Churachandpur district, where the predominantly 
Christian Kuki-Zou community are the majority, in 
a state governed by the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP).

Another 45,000 people have taken refuge in 
Kangpokpi district. 
Catholic families lost some 1,200 houses in this 
parish alone, not to mention scores of homes 
located on the outskirts of Imphal.

“They lost everything: land, houses, vehicles and 
livelihoods, educational institutions, etc.,” added 
the vicar general of the Archdiocese of Imphal.

Source: Catholic News World
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Manipur is afflicted with many ailments, but the 
doctors are treating the symptoms rather than the 
disease. 

Firstly, the society in Manipur is fractured; the two 
warring communities are not living side by side as 
neighbours after May 2023. They are not inter-mingling 
in Manipur anymore. The Kuki-Zo tribes are informally 
banished from Imphal, the state’s capital and their 
MLAs have not been participating in the proceedings 
of the Assembly. No Kuki-Zo person dare to step foot 
in Imphal for fear of being lynched on sight. Likewise 
the Meiteis will not venture into the stronghold of 
Kuki-Zo tribes like Churachandpur, Kangpokpi and 
Moreh. The Meitei IDPs (internally displaced persons) 
from Churachandpur, Kangpokpi, Moreh and foothills 
adjacent to Imphal valley are in no position to go back 
to their last place of residence as they also fear for their 
lives. 

Secondly, about half the looted guns from the police 
armouries are still with the village volunteers. These 
guns need to be recovered at all cost for people to 
feel safe to return to their original place of residence. 
Normalcy can never return and violence will erupt if 
the lethal guns are left in the hands of civilians. 

Thirdly, the two warring communities i.e. Meiteis and 
Kuki-Zo are not talking. They are the ones waging an 
undeclared tit for tat fight turning the conflict into a 
never ending war. The state government has not taken 
any initiative for having local level peace committees. 

Without talks at the community level, there is no 
opportunity for airing grievances, negotiations 
and settlement. If talks are not being initiated by 
the governments, it is no wonder that normalcy 
has not yet returned. Political settlement through 
talks with the MHA (Ministry of Home Affairs) is a 
different matter which should not be mixed up 
with ironing out the problems of daily existence. 
Mixing up the two will only prolong misery of the 
two communities. They need to be separated and 
tackled individually. 

The state government has demanded thousands 
of houses under PMAY (Prime Minister Aawaz 
Yojana) for roofs damaged by hail storm and 
houses destroyed in the ethnic conflict. This is a 
commendable development, but where will the 
IDPs construct their houses when they cannot go 
back to their last place of residence?

Under the above circumstances, the claim by the 
government that violence is reducing does not 
mean normalcy is returning in the state. Normalcy 
can only return when the IDPs can go back to their 
homes, the guns are recovered and all communities 
can live in peace without fear. Otherwise, it’s like a 
doctor treating a patient’s symptoms of fever and 
aches by giving painkiller while the real disease 
infecting the vital organs remain untreated. The 
disease in the mindset of both communities will 
need to be treated first by the government with 
sincerity, impartiality and justice.
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