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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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All desks cleared for Martyrs’ Last Rite in Kanggui: 12-hour 
shutdown in honour of martyrs for tomorrow’s ceremony

A decent and honorable mass burial ceremony 
of the Kuki-Zo dead bodies for Kanggui district 
will be held tomorrow under the theme, “You 
Sacrifice Your Today For Our Tomorrow” at Martyr’s 
Cemetery at Phaijang village in Kuki ancestral land. 

There will be a 12-hour total shutdown from 5:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the entire district of Kanggui as 
instructed by the Committee on Tribal Unity, Sadar 
Hills while it [CoTU] also instructed all the Kuki-Zo 
people across the district to hoist up a black flag 
in every household to mark as a mourning day. 

The mass burial ceremony will begin at 11:00 in the morning. 

Nineteen Kuki-Zo dead bodies were flown home 
this morning in an IAF Chopper from Imphal, 
almost eight months after the eruption of 
the wide-scale violence in the state on May 3. 

Altogether, 23 Kuki-Zo dead bodies including the nineteen 
dead bodies flown home today and four untraceable 
dead bodies will be given a decent and honorable burial 
as per the Kuki-Zo custom and tradition tomorrow. 

Condolence with a Gun Salute will be performed 
by Kuki-Zo volunteers during the burial ceremony. 

Speaking on the sidelines of the preparation work 
for the mass burial at the Martyr’s Cemetery, CoTU’s 
Information and Publicity Secretary, Thangtinlen Haokip 
said, “The much awaited homecoming of our fallen 
brothers and sisters after a long tumultuous 8 months 
of despair, heartbreak and hopelessness have eventually 
reached their resting place here in our homeland.” 

He continued, “We will honor our fallen Kuki-Zo 
brethren with the highest burial rites tomorrow 
at Martyrs’ Cemetery at Phaijang on December 15. 

“The Committee on Tribal Unity appreciated the Supreme 
Court for having to intervene and understand the 

sentiments of the Kuki-Zo communities”, he added. 

While announcing the 12-hour total shutdown in 
connection with the burial ceremony, Thangtinlen 
Haokip appealed to the general public to cooperate. 

Emergency services and funeral parties 
are exempted f rom the purview. 

The Kuki-Zo people across the district will be 
mourning this whole night at the Martyrs’ Cemetery 
where the dead bodies are laid.

https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/ksoghq
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM


KSO Media & Documentation Cell
ksomediacell@gmail.com

4

ISSUE No. 94
THURSDAY | DECEMBER 14, 2023

Click to Follow

Lifeless Bodies of 41 Kuki-Zo Martyrs Return Home to Lamka
After months of agonizing wait, the air finally lifted 
not just sorrow, but also the bodies of our beloved 
martyrs back to their ancestral lands in Lamka.  

The dead bodies of Kuki-Zo tribals killed in 
Manipur violence were flown back to their 
respective districts in Lamka and Kanggui 
from Imphal amid tight security on Thursday. 

The dead bodies of the Kuki-Zo tribals killed in the early 
weeks of May 2023 had been lying in limbo at JNIMS 
and RIMS morgues in Imphal ever since the ethnic 
conflict between Meitei and Kuki-Zo communities 
broke out on May 3, 2023. The arrangement was made 
after proper identification of the Kuki-Zo dead bodies. 

A total of 41 bodies were airlifted and reached 36 Sector 
Assam Rifles helipad in Headquarter Veng, Lamka in 
four trips. However, the funeral programme for those 
41 bodies of the Kuki-Zo martyrs is yet to be confirmed, 
including the burial site. Sources said the burial is likely 
to be held next week. The death bodies of Kuki-Zo from 
Lamka were then laid in Lamka Medical College morgue. 

Since the state-sponsored ethnic cleansing 
of May 3rd, the Kuki-Zo hearts have bled, 
yearning for a semblance of closure.  
“Today, the mournful winds carry not just tears, but 
whispers of justice. The Kuki-Zo populace remembers 
their innocent lives cut short, their dreams forever 
unfurled. But amidst the sorrow, a flicker of hope 
ignites,” said the Indigenous Tribal Leaders’ Forum (ITLF). 

The return of our martyrs is not just a final journey, 
but a promise. A promise to carry their torch, to echo 
their voices, to ensure their sacrifices are not in vain.  

We will rise from the ashes of their loss, stronger and more 
united, demanding justice and a future free from violence, 
subjugation, discrimination, attempted annihilation.  

Lamka, Kanggui and all Kuki-Zo tribal inhabited 
hills, sacred lands of our ancestors, will once 
again embrace their sons and daughters. Let our 

ancestral lands cradle them gently, let their 
spirits guide us towards a brighter dawn.  

Their sacrifices will forever be etched in our 
hearts, a testament to the enduring spirit of 
the Kuki-Zo people. Let this day not be just of 
mourning, but of remembrance, of resilience.  

Let it be a day that binds us closer, a day that fuels our 
fight for justice, a day that whispers, “Never again.”  

May their souls find eternal peace, and may their 
memory forever guide us on the path of truth and 
justice.
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LIST OF MARTYRS WHO WERE BROUGHT TO KUKI-ZO ANCESTRAL LAND
A. MARTYRS BROUGHT TO LAMKA (RIMS-23, JNIMS- 18, Total-41)

Contd.
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A. MARTYRS BROUGHT TO KANGGUI (RIMS-10, JNIMS- 09, Total-19)

Contd.

Contd.
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GRAND TOTAL - 60 (RIMS Mortuary-33, JNIMS Mortuary- 27)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“
We must all have the spirit of Martyrdom, 

though we may not all die Martyrs 
 – George Whitefield

https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/ksoghq
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM


KSO Media & Documentation Cell
ksomediacell@gmail.com

8

ISSUE No. 94
THURSDAY | DECEMBER 14, 2023

Click to Follow

Meitei Radicalized Groups Thank CM Biren for Helping Them 
Reach Moreh, Kuki Bodies Warn

WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT DISPLACE PERSONS: MIZORAM CM LALDUHOMA

With regard to a news spreading on social media 
platform which thanked Chief Minister N. Biren Singh 
for helping the Meitei armed groups to reach Moreh, the 
border town, the Kuki Inpi Tengnoupal and Hill Tribes’ 
Council, Moreh, have demanded the state government 
to either verify or clarify the matter; otherwise, the Kuki 
bodies warned, “the state government should be held 
responsible for any untoward incident arising out of it.” 

In a joint statement issued on Thursday, the Media Cell of 
the Kuki-Zo bodies stated that the news released through 
‘Manipuri by Blood’ which thanked CM N. Biren for helping 
the Meitei radical terrorist group Arambai Tenggol alongwith 
the Manipur State Police Commando to reach Moreh through 
helicopter have gone viral on social media on Wednesday. 
Photos with caption too accompanied the viral news. 

The tribal bodies said, “The state Government 
deploying non-Government armed personnels while 
creating tension is inviting fresh violence in Moreh.” 

The two bodies demanded N. Biren Singh-led 
state Government to either verify or clarify on the 
viral news and circulate the truth before it brings 
about any unwanted result. Otherwise the state 
Government would be held solely responsible, it stated. 

Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma on Thursday said 
that his government will continue to provide support 
to the over 40,000 people from Myanmar, Bangladesh 
and Manipur who have taken shelter in the state. 

Speaking in the assembly, Lalduhoma said he had 
discussed the issue with Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar over 
the phone before he was sworn in as the chief minister. 

He said that he would meet the two leaders in Delhi 
to discuss the matter and seek the Centre’s help. 
The opinion of the Centre should be kept 
in mind when a statement is made on the 
matter because it is a sensitive issue, he added. 

Lalduhoma, however, said that the state 
government will continue to look after these people. 

A video footage of a team of the Manipur Police 
Commandos reaching KLM Helipad in Moreh went 
viral on social media platforms on Wednesday. After 
the video clip went viral, social media users spread 
the news with a caption thanking Chief Minister N. 
Biren Singh for helping in landing the police personnel 
through helicopter.

“It is not a political but a humanitarian issue. We 
will continue to look after and provide shelter to the 
refugees and internally displaced people based on the 
availability of our resources,” he said.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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December 14 will forever be etched in memory 
as the day of Complete Separation from Manipur. 
Both the surviving and deceased members of the 
Kuki community have departed from Manipur to 
return to their Ancestral Land. 60 Kuki Martyrs (41 
in Lamka & 19 in Kanggui) finally returned to their 
home. It is a day filled with emotion. The loved and 
dear ones of the deceased mourned. Families were 
heard crying and speaking to the lifeless bodies of 
their dear ones.

“Na panpi koima ana umlou hitam boi?” (Was there 
no one to save you, my dear child?)

“Na hoilai asat masatpen u ham boi?” (My dear child, 
which part of your body did they mutilate first?)

 “Hibang dap laitah a nachang hitia hi nalup ham? 
Ponlum kahin choipeh e boi”. (Why do you lie alone 
in the cold of winter, my child? I have brought you 
warm clothes to comfort you.)

Upon the directive of the Supreme Court, the mortal 
remains of 60 Kukis from JNIMS and RIMS in the 
neighboring state of Manipur have now arrived at 
Kuki Ancestral Land. The Kuki martyrs had to be 
transported via air to Lamka and Kanggui districts 
due to strong opposition from the radicalized Meitei 
society. After seven months, and dedicated efforts 
by the Assam Rifles, the martyrs have finally reached 
their homes. 

The involvement of the highest judicial authority in the 
nation, the Supreme Court, was necessary to ensure 
the safe repatriation of the bodies from Manipur. 
This underscores the inadequacies of the Manipur 
government, which is a Meitei-centric government 
and a highly ineffective one. Despite the proximity of 
Lamka, just 60-odd kilometres away from Manipur, 
and Kanggui a mere 48 kilometers, the decision to 
airlift the bodies by the Assam Rifles underscores 
the pressing need to understand the ground reality. 
The claim that peace has been restored in Manipur is 
deceptive. If true peace prevail, we challenge N. Biren 
Singh to visit Kukiland and personally oversee the 
delivery of the deceased bodies. This did not happen 
nor will it ever. 

The Kukis whose mortal remains returned today 
were innocent Indian citizens. They were individuals 
with families, love, and dear ones—unique people 
with diverse stories. They resided in Imphal for work, 
education, and some even grew up there. They endured 
torture, brutality, and were hunted like wild animals. 
Kuki government servants had their addresses leaked 
by Meitei government servants, resulting in targeted 
attacks and the death of one Kuki income tax employee. 
Kuki women suffered rape, abuse, and violence, and 
even young children were not spared. Churches were 
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destroyed, Kuki-owned schools were demolished, 
and localities were levelled. The once-cherished 
land became a valley of death for the Kukis. In a 
distressing video, the slogan “Go back Kuki” was 
heard as three construction workers in Kakwa (near 
Singjamei) were brutally murdered in broad daylight. 
By the grace of God, one among the three survived 
to tell the story. The wishes of the Meiteis have been 
fulfilled. We, the Kukis have returned to our ancestral 
land. N. Biren Singh effectively now is the true Chief 
Minister of Manipur. Manipur is now liberated from 
the Kukis, embracing its true identity as Kangleipak, 
the homeland of the Meiteis.

Our forefathers defended our ancestral land from 
the mighty British Empire. They fought alongside 
Netaji and became a part of the Azad Hind Fauz. The 
Kukis faced loss of lives and villages while defending 
Manipur against the expansionist policy of Greater 

Nagalim by NSCN(IM). Additionally, in historical times, 
the weakened and defeated Meitei kings sought 
the help of the Kukis in expelling the Burmese from 
Manipur. The Kukis have made significant sacrifices 
for India. It is now imperative for fellow Indians and the 
government to recognize our profound contributions.

Geographically, demographically, and emotionally, the 
separation is complete. There are no Kukis in Manipur, 
and likewise, Meiteis are absent from Kukiland. What 
remains is the call for political separation. As the 
Supreme Court played a crucial role in the repatriation 
process, we now urge the Union government, the 
highest political body, to intervene and establish a 
homeland for the Kukis. The echoes of December 14th 
resonate with the plea for true political autonomy and 
a dedicated space for the Kuki community.
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