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DEIKHOKIM SIMTE (60 YEARS)

W/0 (L) LIANCHINTHANG

ADDRESS: N. MOLLEN, SADAR HILLS

DATE OF DEATH: 1°"JUNE, 2023

PLACE OF DEATH: N. MOLLEN, SADAR HILLS

CAUSE OF DEATH: MENTALLY CHALLENGED, KILLED BY ARAMBAI TENGGOL.
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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving
this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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BIREN'S |-DAY SPEECH: GLAIM OF STATE FOR ALL 34 COMMUNITIES
DEEMED A FARCE

In his Independence Day speech, Manipur Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh declared that Manipur is a land for all 34
recognized communities, emphasizing unity amidst the
state's ongoing turmoil. He highlighted the importance
of collective effort in overcoming challenges and
restoring peace. Singh celebrated Manipur's diversity,
which includes Meiteis, Nagas, Tangkhul, Vaiphei, and
others, and praised the presence of school students,
police, and armed personnel from different groups at
the celebration, symbolizing a united India.

Singh reiterated his government’'s commitment to
peace and urged communities to unite against those
seeking to destabilize the state. He warned against
divisive political agendas and called for a unified front
free of personal or political motives.

However, this message might mislead many into
believing that the Chief Minister genuinely cares for
all communities. In reality, Singh’s actions suggest
otherwise. His administration has exacerbated divisions
by demonizing the Kuki community under the guise
of “war on drugs.” While drug issues involve multiple
communities in Manipur, Singh has disproportionately
targeted the Kukis, portraying them as the primary
culprits in the drug trade. He has publicly denounced
them with derogatory remarks, labeling them as
“refugees,” “jungle people,” and “foreigners.”

This approach seems designed to further Singh's own
agenda and portray himself as a hero to the Meitei
community. For the first time, an entire group of tribes,
numbering around half a million, has been collectively
stigmatized as “foreigners” and “poppy cultivators” to
justify violence against them.

Poppy cultivation, a longstanding issue in Manipur
due to its proximity to the Golden Triangle—a major
drug route—has been ongoing for over a decade. Singh
launched his “Nisha Thadoklasi” or “War on Drugs” in
2018, aiming to make Manipur drug-free. However, the

campaign has disproportionately targeted a single
ethnic group, risking the partition of the state.

A report by the Narcotics and Affairs of Border (NAB)
highlighted that illicit poppy cultivation occurs in
various hill districts, including Ukhrul, Senapati,
Kangpokpi, Kamjong, Lamka, and Tengnoupal.
Despite the state's diverse involvement in the
drug trade, the drive against poppy cultivation
has garnered support from all Kuki tribal bodies
and 33 communities, with the Kuki National
Organisation (KNO) and other groups advocating
for the campaign.

A December 2021 report by the Netherland based
Transnational Institute identified the highest
levels of poppy cultivation in Saikul, Ukhrul, and
Chandel—regions home to both Kukis and Nagas.
NAB reports confirm that drug-related arrests are
proportionate across all communities.

Given these facts, it is clear that the Kuki community
is not uniquely involved in drug trafficking. The
Chief Minister’s efforts to demonize them appear
to be driven by personal vendetta rather than a
genuine concern for public welfare. After causing
significant harm through divisive policies, Singh's
recent declarations about unity seem insincere.
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THERE IS NO CHANCE OF IDPS GOING BACK T0 THEIR ORIGINAL
PLACES; SEPARATE ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS ARE BEST SOLUTIONS

The Meiteis' Chief Minister N. Biren Singh has reportedly
discussed long-term solutions for the rehabilitation with
representatives of Internally Displaced people (IDPs).

It was good that the narcissistic Crime Minister
N. Biren Singh took serious concern of the Meitei
displaced persons’' situation as a result of his
orchestrated state-sponsored ethnic cleansing
pogrom against the Kukis. He must accept the fact
that the Meiteis can neither live again in the hills
nor the Kukis in the valley areas of Imphal. The best
resolution for the ongoing violence is an acceptance
of the total separation between the two warring
communities ethnically, physically, demographically
and geographically, thereby the urgent need of
separate administrative units for the hills and valley.

Singh on Saturday met the Meitei representatives
on Saturday in Imphal. He tweeted, “Held a meeting
with representatives of IDPs and the members of
the Relief Committee from across the state at my
Secretariat. Deliberated on addressing the immediate
needs and concerns of the displaced individuals and
discussed long-term solutions for the rehabilitation”.

Here, the Government of India must note that the
Meiteis and Kukis can longer live peacefully and
the displaced persons of Meiteis’ should find their
livelihood in their ancestral land of Imphal and the
Kukis in the hills. There is no chance of the Internally
Displaced Persons going back to their earlier locations
before the Meitei genocide began on the Kukis.
Emotionally and physically, there is no chance of
integration between the two warring communities.

Interestingly, on August 1, Police in Manipur fired tear
gas shells, rubber bullets and batons charged hundreds
of the Meitei internally displaced people who held rallies
demanding their return to back home in the border town
Moreh. In the meleg, atleast four people had been injured.
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These protesters in the wake of ethnic violence
which broke out on May 3 last year were sheltered
in Imphal’s Akampat. The protestors claimed that
they were living in a relief camp in harsh conditions
and wanted the government to ensure security
and funds to rebuild their homes and return.

The chief minister in the state assembly recently
stated that 18371 Meitei families were affected in
the violence which started on May 3 last year. There
are around 14857 families residing in relief camps.
There were 18843 males in the relief camp while
the number of females stood at 21245. There are
12977 male children and 13763 female children.
The government of India has released Rs 225.25
Crore for the Internally displaced people (IDPs).

N. Biren Singh, who is in charge of the home
department, said that reported deaths stood at
226 while the number of houses set on fire was
around 11133. The number of houses destroyed was
4569 and farmland of 5554 farmers were affected.

The chief minister replied that around 39 people are
still missing. Around 11892 cases were registered. The
number of relief camps stood at 302 and the number
of internally displaced people stood at 59414.
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“This is the number of inmates in the relief camp. District loot since May 3 last year. The state-sponsored

wise break-up of the number of deaths cannot be givenas ethnic cleansing pogrom against the Kukis began

the information is sensitive in nature and for the reason of  after a ‘Tribal Solidarity March’ was organised in

its likely ramification on the ongoing crisis,” he had said. the hill districts to protest the Meitei community’s
demand for Scheduled Tribe status.

The State had witnessed repeated incidents of arms

LT GENERAL ABHLJIT PENDHAKAR REVIEWS SECURITY SITUATION IN
CHURACHANDPUR

Lieutenant General Abhijit Pendharkar, the new General e |y
Officer Commanding the Indian Army’'s SpearCorps, [Fts ﬂ 4 =
conducted a thorough review of the internal security g '
situation and operational readiness at the Assam Rifles
formation in his recent visit to Churachandpur.

Lt Gen Pendharkar, who took command on August 10,

praised the troops for their professionalism, selfless

commitment, and high morale, emphasizing the

importance of reinforcing security measures and terrains and operational environments is expected

ensuring operational preparedness in the region. to be pivotal in addressing the current security
challenges in Manipur.

A 1990 alumnus of the Assam Regiment, Lt Gen

Pendharkar brings over 34 years of experience, including He also interacted with ExServicemen & Brothers

counter-insurgency operations in Jammu and Kashmir in Arms in Imphal and Churachandpur.

and commanding formations along the Line of Control,

to his new role. His extensive career across various Source: India Today NE

Revolutionaries must have a cause, but also

patience. The fire of change bhurns slowly.

— Ricardo Flores Magon
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TODAY IN HISTORY/EVENTS RECALLED: AUGUST 16, 2023

A RECAP OF THE HORRIFIC INCIDENTS ON JULY 14 & 15, 2023 AS A RESULT OF PRE-
PLANNED STATE-SPONSORED ETHNIC CLEANSING POGROM AGAINST KUKI-ZO

16th August, 2023:

There is a report of a horrific incident in which the
suspected Meitei terrorist group KYKL launched an
attack on Thowai-Kuki village early in the morning,
around 4:30 AM. Tragically, this attack resulted in
the loss of three brave village volunteers’ lives. Their
mutilated bodies were discovered near a bunker.

This heart-wrenching incident serves as a stark reminder
of the challenges faced by individuals who dedicate
themselves to protecting their communities in such
volatile situations.

Meitei mob Burned down the residence of Thangso
Baite, Ex-MP in Lamphel, Imphal West at around 3:00
PM.

Vaccines for pregnant women and infants in
Kangpokpi were destroyed in Sekmai, Imphal West
by Meiteis. The vaccines for routine immunization
for Senapati and Kangpokpi were transported
using vaccine vans was stopped by the Meira Paibis
where they destroyed vaccines for Kangpokpi

Nation Gazette

@NationGazette
Meitei separatists openly showcase their divisive flag, exemplifying the
boundless hypocrisy of the Meitei community's separatist stance.

4:24 PM - Aug 16, 2024 - 2.549 Views
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| Sushma Sharma &
@SushmaSh22
UNLF (P) roaming freely in #lmphal. They never stays in their camps.
Loves to train Meitie against #KukiZo. Why they are unable to stick to

something that can bring some betterment?
When will #Manipur come to normalacy?

tdilematvi #RashmikaMandanna #KolkataDoctorDeath #Kursk

12:04 PM - Aug 17, 2024 - 890 Views
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FEATURED ARTICLE

Against Women In Conflicts

Introduction

India’s historical landscape is indisputably shaped by
the ubiquity of conflict as a defining feature, with the
very inception of the modern state-nation marked
by the turmoil wrought by the partition. Similar to
its chequered past, the decades post-independence
have also been shaped by a complex set of conflicts at
the national and sub-national levels. The complexity
often emanates from the nature of its social fabric
which is interwoven with the threads of diverse tribes,
castes and ethnic groups leading to inevitable tensions
and conflicts among various groups vying for power,
resources, and influence. However, muffled in these
conflicts is the voice of women who are often at the
receiving end of violence in the struggle for power.

In times of conflict, violence, both physical and sexual,
against women and girls is the most pervasive form
of symbolically humiliating and dominating members
of the enemy camp and therefore often seen as a
‘weapon of war’. This is because women are viewed as
the nation’'s bearers, that is, as the ones who sustain
the pride, bear the burdens, and support the country.
Thus, violence against women is often used as a part
of war campaigns in almost all conflicts with the goal
of breaking the enemy’s spirit by perpetrating violence
against their repositories of pride.

@ KSO Media & Documentation Cell
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Voices Of Resilience: Combatting Violence

LELLTE

“Malak Sheth

The conflict arising from the ethnic clash
between the majority Meitei and the minority
Kuki communities in the northeastern state of
Manipur in India is only the latest battleground
to test the efficacy of the current penal code to
denigrate these patriarchal notions. However, the
shocking video depicting two women from the
Kuki community being paraded naked (‘Manipur
Incident’) by a mob belonging to the Meitei
community has ascertained that the Penal Code of
India ('IPC’) has failed in both, creating deterrence
as well as in its symbolic value to ‘communicate’
stigma and justice to the society at large.

This is argued because the Central Bureau of
Investigation, only after the initial nudge from
the Hon’ble Supreme Court, registered a case of
abduction, gang rape, murder and outraging the
modesty of women against the perpetrators in the
Manipur Incident. However, the sense of injustice
is axiomatic in the charges as they fail to capture
the elements of this heinous crime in toto. Apart
from the lack of penal provision dealing with the
act of parading the women naked, the elements of
rape in the IPC convey a wrongful act which was
‘sexual’ in nature or a consequence of the lustful
thoughts of the accused. Per contra, in conflict,
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Click to Follow

ool

ksomediacell@gmail.com



https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/KSO_tlm
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM

Thingkho /- Malcha#~

ISSUE No. 314
SATURDAY | AUGUST 17, 2024

Contd.

sexual violence including rape is used as an ‘integral
tool’ for achieving military and political objectives by
sending out a message to the victim’s community of
their value as opposed to the elevated status of the
community of the perpetrators.

Therefore, the article deals with the (a) need for
incorporating a self-contained code addressing
gender-based violence in times of conflict in India and
justifies the same by highlighting the lacunae in IPC
through Douglas Husak’s ‘theory of criminalization’;
(b) recommends the incorporation of legislation that
symbolizes the incorporation of the labelling theory
( as explained later in this article) and sends out the
right moral message to the public as well as the parties
involved in the conflict, by specifically enumerating
the kinds and respective degree of gender-based
violence in conflicts and the procedural safeguards for
addressing the same.

Gender-Based Violence: India’s Experience in
Engineering Stigma

In order to understand the magnitude of the enterprise
that is undertaken in this article, it is important to briefly
provide a prelude to India’s experience with conflicts
post-independence which span across the length
and breadth of the country from Kashmir Militancy
in the north, anti-Sikh riots of 1984, Gujrat Hindu-
Muslim riots of 2002, ethnic clash in Assam in 2012 to
name a few. Despite this ubiquity of conflicts, usually
along religious or communal lines, India still does not
have specialized legislation directly addressing the
inhumanity that usually accompanies such conflicts.
India is not even a signatory to the Rome Statute of
2002 where its international obligations would have
entailed complementing, by improving the resilience
of its criminal justice system, the International Criminal
Court’s (‘ICC’) jurisdiction over crimes such as (a)
Genocide, (b) War Crimes, (c) Crimes against Humanity.
Thus, it becomes even more imperative to question
the adequacy of the IPC and the lack of specialized
legislation dealing with gender-based crimes in conflict

when the oversight of the ICC does not apply to
India.

Although the IPC contains a provision dealing
with enhanced punishment for rape committed
during communal or sectarian violence as an
aggravating factor under Section 375(g), however,
rape is but one form of gender-based violence
prevalent during conflicts. However, these crimes
such as parading women naked, are still dealt with
by the provisions of the IPC such as outraging
the modesty of women under Section 354; sexual
harassment under Section 354-A; or assault or use
of criminal force to woman with the intention to
disrobe under Section 354-B.

Such non-recognition of differential mens rea
for offences committed in conflicts vis-a-vis
in peacetime is tantamount to the equation
of acts done out of sexual or prurient interest
with a more pernicious yet non-sexual intent
of objectifying women’s bodies for permissible
use as battlegrounds in times of conflicts such
as war or communal tensions. The mens rea in
times of conflict goes beyond the standards of
outraging the modesty of women in times of peace
since this standard is devoid of the symbolism of
the assertion of dominance and control by the
gross objectification of women from the enemy
community. Thus, it becomes important this
aggravated mens rea is adequately punished to
comply with the doctrine of ‘fair labelling’ according
to which it is unjust to not legally label an act as
per its specific enormity. An appropriate example
of the sense of injustice evoked by unfair labelling
would be to equate ‘genocide’ with ‘mass murders'.

Similarly, the only logical conclusion would be
to have a specialized code dealing with gender-
based crimes in times of conflict as opposed to the
peacetime crimes of rape, abduction and outraging
the modesty of women, contained within the IPC.
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This would enable encapsulating and subsequently
addressing by punishing the intention of objectification
of women and using them as instruments to be
terrorized to gain psychological and tactical advantages
in the conflict.

Further, apart from drawing force from the doctrine
of ‘fair labelling’, such a specialized code also helps
comply with Douglas Husak’s twin conditions of (a)
harsh treatment and (b) stigma for a punishment to
be classified as punitive. The same is elaborated in the
following sections.

Douglas Husak’s theory of ‘Overcriminalization’

The author, throughout this article, has argued
that criminal law must be adept in proscribing the
objectification of women in times of conflict. It must
clearly and specifically prohibit the use of women'’s
bodies to achieve political ends which is far more
heinous and thus not covered by the general offences in
the IPC as the intent involved is different. However,
the reason for arguing the same is because among
the functionalities of criminal law is also its expressive
function wherein the “statement” of the law should be
intended to influence social norms and, in that way,
ultimately affect both judgments and behaviour.

This position is influenced by the sociological theory that
people are law-abiding because of the internalization of
social norms and not because of legal consequences.
Further, Douglas’ theory of criminalization propounds
that state punishment involves two essential features:
hard treatment and censure and that state response
to a conduct does not qualify as punitive unless it aims
to censure and stigmatize. Therefore, punishment for
gender-based crimes in conflicts under the IPC needs
to be tested on the anvil of this twin test of (a) harsh
treatment and (b) stigma, for it to have a deterrent
effect in the minds of the people.

The punishment under IPC for gender-based crimes
in times of conflict fails for the very fact that it fails to
create a stigma around the crime by punishing the
wrongdoers. This is because gender-based violence,

both physical and sexual, is used as a legitimate
weapon of war for dehumanization through the
“diminishment” of women and through them,
the community to which they belong. The very
condition of being nestled in a ‘state of conflict’
disassociates the stigma attached to gender-based
crimes in peacetime and it attains the status of the
most powerful tool to hurt the opposing faction.

The aforementioned position is vindicated by the
treatment received by the rapist of Bilkis Bano ,a
pregnant Muslim woman who was gang-raped by 11
men belonging to the Hindu community during the
2002 Gujrat riots, who after being granted remission
by the State were given a heroes' welcome as
they left the jail with people garlanding them and
greeting them with sweets to show respect. This
shows that because of the absence of necessary
stigma around the crime ‘in times of need during
the conflict’, any punishment under the IPC given
to the wrongdoers is necessarily seen as an act
of ‘martyrdom’ and fails to create the necessary
deterrence by sending out the correct message
to the society. Therefore, the only logical end to
solve such a dilemma is to engineer social norms
in @ manner that gender-based crimes in times
of conflict are seen as equally reprehensible tools
of violence.

Conclusion and Suggestions: Engineering Stigma
through Symbolic Expressionism

The problem with generating stigma around
crimes where disapprobation is usually not
invited from the immediate society/community
of the wrongdoer is not novel for India as it faced
a similar dilemma while dealing with offences
committed by the so-called ‘upper caste’ against
the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes (‘SC
and ST Community’). The unique problem that
was presented was that the social norms prevalent
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in the ‘upper caste’ community did not look at with
disdain the atrocities committed against members
belonging to the SC and ST communities. Therefore,
any legal consequences for such atrocities did not
prove to be a strong enough deterrent to prevent
people from committing such heinous crimes since
their immediate ‘society’ consisting of Upper caste
families did not stigmatize such crimes.

Therefore, the Parliament of India in exercising its
prudent foresight decided to make a ‘statement’ aimed
at influencing and changing the then-extant social
norms by enacting exhaustive legislation in the form of
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989 (“SC/ST Act”) which specifically
enumerates the kind of proscribed acts committed
against the SC and ST community.

In dealing with the present dilemma of insufficient
stigma around punishment for gender-based crimes in
times of conflict, a similar exhaustive legislation which
enumerates the specific gender-based crimes that
are commonplace in times of conflict and attaching
criminal sanctions to all of them, can be enacted.
The author proposes a similar structure as adopted
by Section 3 of the SC/ST Act which is the ultimate
personification of the expressive/symbolic function
of criminal law. This section enumerates the common
atrocities committed against Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes like dumping excreta, forcible
tonsuring of head, removing moustaches and so on
and criminalizes all such acts. In fact, the language
used by Section 3(d) which states that “parades naked
or semi-naked a member of a Scheduled Caste or a
Scheduled Tribe” can wholly be adopted while framing
specific gender-based offences in IPC. This section is
significant because of its applicability to the factual
circumstances of the present case where Kuki women
were paraded naked. This is in stark contrast with the
generality of offences mentioned in the IPC such as
Section 354 which very broadly condemns all acts that
outrage the modesty of women. Such specificity aids
the criminal law in making a statement as to what

specific acts the society considers to be deplorable
and to be avoided at all costs even in the complete
disruption of legal order as is usually the case in
times of conflict.

Although a draft bill to tackle communal violence,
the Prevention of Communal and Targeted Violence
(Access to Justice and Reparations) Bill, 2011 (
“draft Bill"), was introduced in the Parliament and
subsequently withdrawn. This was because of
the stiff opposition to its exclusion of ‘majorities’
from groups that are capable of being at the
receiving end of targeted violence. Still, the gender-
neutral provisions employed to define a person
capable of committing or being a victim of sexual
violence were a step in the right direction. Further,
the illustrative list of acts in Section 7 that are
condemned as a form of reprehensible violence
in all communal strives, can also be lauded for its
communicative action of sending the right moral
message to the society. It would bode well for the
country if the parliament discusses and enacts a
similar Act, after addressing the criticisms against
the draft Bill, to deal with communal violence and/
or gender-based crimes during conflicts in India.

For this purpose, the approach adopted in framing
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court 1998 can also be alluded to wherein broad/
vague definitions for crimes against humanity and
war crimes gave way to the specific enumeration of
crimes that are committed in armed conflicts. The
successes of International Criminal Law in shaping
the battlefield in preventing atrocities by advancing
the rule of law must be borrowed by incorporating
its principles and expressive functionality into the
domestic legal system. This would act as a gentle
civiliser of modern forms of violence by clearly
prescribing what is acceptable and unacceptable
in situations of armed conflict.
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Although such symbolic expressionism cannot address
the overarching issue of necessary stigmatization
delineated hereinabove, this could still be the first
step in the right direction. It shall be substituted
with measures such as mandatory psychological
intervention, victim compensation, institutional help
and so on. Such measures can only be incorporated into
the criminal justice system of India if a self-contained
code dealing with gender-based crimes in Conflicts
is enacted with not only context-based substantive
provisions but also procedural ones.

In @ manner reminiscent of the Mathura gangrape
case which prompted the Criminal Law Amendment
of 1983, the Nirbhaya rape case leading to the Criminal
Law Amendment of 2013, and the Unnao and Kathua
Rape case that spurred the Criminal Law Amendment
of 2018, the Manipur Case and the subsequent
widespread criticism offer a compelling opportunity
to enact legislation addressing gender-based crimes
during times of conflict in India. This would provide a
focused framework for condemning and preventing
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such acts effectively. India’s failure to establish
legislative frameworks for gender-based crimes,
especially violence against women during conflict,
has resulted in gross injustice. The reliance on lex
generalis or the general law, as seen in the Manipur
Case, often fails to capture the full intent and
gravity of the crime. Therefore, the government
must introduce a distinct category of crimes that
carry ‘unparalleled moral and political power,
enabling law enforcement agencies and courts to
prosecute perpetrators with the severity warranted
by such heinous acts. This new legal framework
would address the inadequacies of existing laws
and ensure justice for victims of gender-based
violence in conflict situations.
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Ka Thinglhang Gam

His is no more his jhum attire;
Weapons in hand in place of tools
At the doorway, for the last time...
he bids adieu to his loved ones

Abandoned by those with wealth and power,

Not for lack of anything but out of sheer love,

That, in the land of his forefathers, his own descendants...
could bloom again, today he set out to fight.

Upon the hills and along the vales,

Echoing cries of those long gone call out to us

| love the most - this land of my birth

No treasure on earth will 1 trade for -- my hilly abode

For the nation to be of one mind,
How many bravehearts shall fall at the enemy's hand?
How many daughters shall be dragged naked?

This land bought by the blood of our forefathers:
0 safeguard it, brave warriors...

fighting hunger and thirst in the jungles;

While protecting us, willing to bleed,

Should we be fighting over names and banners?
No... With one mind, let us march forward!

the enemy has closed in on us!

My brethren who've gone before, do not despair...
With armours and arms, we follow behind you
Supreme God, aid us so that our dreams are realised.
May the rays of freedom dawn...

May the multitude dance with joy...

Song of RDH | Ka Thinglhang Gam | Official Music Video 2024
https://voutu.be/SBwYRVIn2X8?si=xB-gdggyzUUYtVzB
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