
KSO Media & Documentation Cell

Click to Follow

1

https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/ksoghq
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM


KSO Media & Documentation Cell
ksomediacell@gmail.com

2

ISSUE No. 100
WEDNESDAY | DECEMBER 20, 2023

Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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87 Kuki-Zo bodies laid to rest peacefully WITH FULL HONOUR

Despite the attempts by many of the Meitei populace to 
disintegrate the unity among the Kuki-Zo community 
following the recent unfortunate recent incident among 
Kuki-Zo youths, the burial ceremony of Kuki-Zo martyrs was 
held successfully in a grand manner today at Kuki-Zo Martyrs 
Park at Sehken Village, near Khuga Dam, Churachandpur. 

People from all walks of life gathered in thousands for 
the formal burial ceremony of the martyrs which was 
first held at Peace Ground Tuibong, Lamka. The function 
was marked with speeches from Kuki-Zo leaders 
and songs by the Joint Artiste Association, Lamka. 

The programme was attended by the leaders of Central 
Young Mizo Association (CYMA) from Mizoram. The leaders 
of CYMA in their speech today called for the unity of “Zofate” 
(Descendants of Zo). The Central leaders of YMA also 
assured all possible help in future for the Kuki-Zo people 
of Manipur in their demand for a separate administration. 

Veineikim Baite, sister of martyr Jamkhogin Baite, one 
among the martyrs said that her brother was killed by a 
Meitei terrorist who runs a Pharmacy in Churachandpur.  
She narrated that Jamkhogin was shot dead near Zou 
Veng.  Veineikim said that her brother was a former Indian 
Army personnel who had recently retired.  Veineikim 
said, “Jamkhogin’s wish was to spend time with his 
relatives and family and his wish was very short-lived.” 

She further said that the family members have been 
having a hard time for many months since they could 
not conduct the burial service of her brother. Veineikim 
said that the Kuki-Zo are now separated from the 
Meitei and as such it is the duty of the government to 
institute a mechanism for separate administration. 

Stephen Pulamte, son of another martyr, Minthanglien 
Pulamte, said his father who was working as a daily 
wage earner in Imphal was killed by the Meiteis  at 
Imphal on May 3.  After his father passed away, Stephen, 
who is the oldest son of Minthanglen said they have 
been longing to perform the last ritual/ rite of his 
father but that was not possible for many months. 
Stephen said, “What the Meiteis have done in imphal 
is unforgivable and is injustice of the highest form. In 
Churachandpur we do not harm the innocent people”. 
 
After the formal function, the bodies were carried to 
the Martyrs Park. State and Central security forces were 
stationed at different locations from Tuibong to the 
Kuki-Zo Martyrs Park to avoid any untoward incident. 
 
The road stretching from Peace ground to the 
Martyrs park was crowded and jammed with vehicles 
and people who came to attend the burial service 
which even led to delay in the burial ceremony.   
 
Prior to the burial, leaders of different denominations 
were given enough time to perform their necessary 
religious activities for the burial service of the martyrs. 
 
All together, the burial service of 87 bodies 
were conducted successfully as per the 
religious rituals of different denominations. 
 
Later, the families were also given enough time to 
perform necessary procedures in the grave. MLAs and 
CSO leaders were also given time to do the needful 
for the martyrs.
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Sacrifices of Martyrs shall forever echo in the 
annals of Kuki-Zo history: ITLF

The sacrifices of our martyrs are a testament to the 
boundless love and unwavering devotion they held for our 
land, and shall forever echo in the annals of history, said the 
Indigenous Tribal Leaders’ Forum (ITLF) on Wednesday. 

“May their souls find eternal peace, knowing that their 
sacrifices were not in vain, and may their legacy endure 
as a source of strength, unity, and hope for generations 
to come,” said Ginza Vualzong, Spokesperson ITLF, 
in a statement as the bodies of 87 martyrs from the 
Kuki-Zo community were laid to rest in a mass burial 
ceremony today in Lamka district, more than seven 
months after being killed in Manipur’s ethnic violence. 

The burial took place around 2:30 pm at Sehken village 
near Khuga Dam. Earlier in the day, a farewell ceremony 
for the departed souls was held at Peace Ground in 
Tuibong, attended by tens of thousands of people. 

Five days ago, the funeral of 19 other Kuki-
Zo victims took place in Kangpokpi district. 

The youngest tribal victim in the ongoing conflict 
is one-month-old Isaac, while the oldest is 87-year-
old Veinem Chongloi. One hundred and sixty 
tribals have died during the violence, including 
13 whose bodies have not yet been recovered. 

At the burial site in Sehken, volunteers from various 
philanthropic organizations prepared 87 graves on 
the morning of the ceremony, using pickaxes to 
dig into the rocky ground, preferring hands over 
machines to show their respect for the martyrs. 

With crosses laid on top of the coffins, a traditional 
gun salute was held by volunteers, while Indigenous 
Tribal Leaders’ Forum (ITLF) Women Wing 
members placed white shawls as a show of respect. 

While most bodies were laid to rest with Christian 
rituals, a Messianic ritual was performed on 3 
victims, and a Jewish ritual was performed on one 
victim who followed Judaism.
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GLIMPSES OF TODAY’S MASS BURIAL PROGRAMME

First Session at Peace Ground, Lamka Coffins brought out from Mortuary

Coffin of martyrs reaches Kuki-Zo Martyrs Cemetery, Sehken, Lamka

A road-side banner honouring Kuki-Zo martyrs at Elim Veng, Lamka Contd.
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A grieving victim’s familyPaying homage

Gun salute to the Kuki-Zo martyrs A drone footage of the mass burial service

Burial site of the youngest victim, Baby Isaac Hmar Veng youths paying tributes to martyrs

Contd.
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“ One’s dignity may be assaulted, vandalized and 

cruelly mocked, but it can never be taken away 
unless it is surrendered.

 – Michael J. Fox
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