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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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Meitei Centric Manipur Govt Averse to Developmental 
Works; KUKI CHIEFS’ ASSOCIATION RAISES CONCERN

The state sponsored ethnic cleansing against the Kukis 
in Manipur has now reached its tenth month. During 
this violent conflict, all lifelines essential for the well-
being of the Kuki community has been abruptly cut-off. 

The Kukis, unlike the Meiteis, have inhabited various hill 
districts which make it hard for them to communicate 
during these hard times. The violent conflict often 
disrupts communication networks, making it difficult 
for people to stay in touch with their loved ones, access 
vital information, or seek help in emergencies. 

The state sponsored violence rendered transportation 
infrastructure unusable, cutting off access to 
essential goods, services, and resources. Roads may 
become unsafe due to conflict-related dangers such 
as checkpoints, roadblocks, or attacks on vehicles. 
Connecting one district to another district has become 
a daunting task.

In summary, violence during war cuts off essential 
lifelines by disrupting communication, transportation, 
healthcare, food security, shelter, livelihoods, and 
psychosocial well-being. Addressing these challenges 
requires concerted efforts to protect civilians, uphold 
humanitarian principles, and facilitate access to 
lifesaving assistance in conflict-affected areas.

Keeping in mind the importance of connectivity, the 
locals of Gunpi area in Chandel district tried to construct 
a temporary bridge over the Imphal river between K. 
Molnom and Khawlmuol village in order to facilitate 
better connectivity services between the two districts 
– Chandel and Churachandpur.

However, the proposed developmental work has been 
opposed by the Meitei centric Manipur government 
in the form of a Directive issued by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Chandel.

Chandel DC Mayanglambam Rajkumar has directed 
all concerned that such preparation for construction 

of a bridge in/near the security sensitive zone 
without the authorization of competent 
authority shall be immediately stopped. Law 
enforcement agencies including the Assam 
Rifles, in aid of Civil Authority, shall stop such 
illegal construction. He further warned that 
appropriate legal action will be taken against 
those who disobey the compliance of his direction. 
In regards to this, the Kuki Chief Association Gunpi 
Area (KCAGA) has written to the local MLA SS Olish 
requesting her for cancellation of the directives of 
Deputy Commissioner Chandel, Direction Vide No. 
3/Home/3(2)-L&O/DC (CDL) dated Chandel, 21st 
March, 2024.

The Chief Association argued that since the 
outbreak of state sponsored ethnic cleansing in 
Manipur all the life-lines of Kukis in Manipur have 
been abruptly cut-off. The general public has no 
other option/alternative other than constructing 
the bridge over the said river between the 
aforementioned villages, which are about 5 km 
from the security sensitive zones as claimed by 
the Deputy Commissioner, Chandel.

The association reminded the local MLA that they 
submitted a memorandum to her  good office 
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regarding construction of a Kaccha Bridge in public 
interest and that they are still waiting for her positive 
response till now.

In fact, considering the urgency of accomplishing the 
work before the setting in of monsoon, the KCAGA 
have already started the work with humble assistance 
they could mobilize voluntarily. However, to their 
dismay the Deputy Commissioner, Chandel issued the 
direction restricting all forms of works related with the 
construction of the bridge stating that the proposed 
bridge is close to the security sensitive zone of Sugnu/
Serou area.

The Chief Association however clarified that K. Molnom 
is actually not an affected village and it lies beyond the 
said sensitive zone as such the KCAGA could have taken 
up the said works with the support of all concerned 
civil society organisations of the community. There is 
no question of possible unrest and adverse security 
situation for constructing the said bridge which is the 
only viable means for survival of the area public in terms 
of transporting daily essential commodities for the 
war victims and the displaced ones. The construction 
is recommended and supported by all the civil society 
organisation/CSOs of the area in the interest and 
welfare of the displaced war victims of Gunpi Area, 
Chakpikarong, Sub-Division, Chandel district, Manipur 
in line with DC/CDL order vide no. 3//HOME/3(2) L&O/
DC/(CDL) GOMoffice of the DC, CDLDt. 2nd November 
2023 and others.

“Regarding the adverse security situation as pointed 
out by your esteemed office there is no room for 
adverse security apprehension as enough central para-
military forces and state forces are posted at many 
places on both sides of the Imphal river (Chandel & 
Churachandpur). To be specific security personnel are 
posted at UkonThingkangphai, Senam Thingkangphai, 
L. Thinglhangphai, Y. Thingkangphai, Chakpi Molbem 
and V. Haipijang from Chandel district side and from 
Churachandpur district at New Bijang, Khaokawl and 
Zalenkot. The exact location of the work site is far away 
from the so called sensitive zone and therefore there 
would not be Law and Order problems in the location 
as alleged by the concerned civil administration of the 

district. Under the aforementioned circumstances 
it is requested that your esteemed office appreciate 
the samaritan works taken up by the CSOs of the 
area for alleviation of the hardships being faced by 
the war victims and displaced persons currently by 
withdrawing DC/CDL order of the 21st March, 2024 
on humanitarian ground, otherwise it tantamount 
to human rights violation.”, the statement reads.

The public in the area has resented the DC directive 
which ordered  the cancellation of constructing a 
temporary bridge as this proposed bridge is going 
to be constructed purely from public donation. 
The DC Chandel has been oppressive to the war 
displaced people of this area. He did not even 
recognize the Relief Camps set-up in the area, 
sidelining the people of the area and blatantly 
ignoring their hardship.

The DC directive is inhumane as the proposed 
bridge is going to be constructed between Bijang 
Police Outpost and Khaukual IRB post and the 
distance between the two villages is not even half 
kilometer. The bridge is supposed to be only for 
light vehicles.

If this conflict has taught us anything, it is 
that connectivity is absolutely necessary—for 
communities in the two districts and Manipur. For 
those who have access, connectivity is considered 
a tool for surviving a conflict. However, depriving 
people of this facility itself is a crime as the bridge 
will serve as a connecting link between the same 
communities from different districts.

It is the duty of the government to construct 
and facilitate transport facilities for the deprived 
people. Yet, on the contrary it is the government 
who tries to disrupt the only viable option the local 
people have envisaged for better transport facilities. 
This indeed once again solidifies the accusation 
leveled against the Manipur state government 
of engineering state sponsored ethnic cleansing 
against the Kukis.
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Suspected cadres of Arambai Tenggol, UNLF(P) abduct 
a Meitei Pangal individual in public, force him to make 

unverified statements
In a glaring example of the absence of law and order 
in the valley, suspected members of Arambai Tenggol 
and UNLF(P), dressed in full combat uniform along with 
sophisticated weapons, have abducted one Meitei-
Pangal (Muslim) from a crowded place in Thoubal on 
Friday evening.

Sources said the abducted was intimidated by the 
militants and forced to vilify former police officer, Th. 
Brinda.

The incident happened at around 6.30 PM in the 
evening at Moijing under Thoubal district. The act 
was recorded in a CCTV camera installed near the site 
of the incident.

As seen in the footage, suspected Arambai and UNLF 
cadres came in a black XUV and a few others in cars. 
They stopped and parked their vehicles on the busy road 
and then forced the Meitei Pangal man to come out of 
the car he was driving. The Muslim man, identified as 
Md. Abas Ahemad, was seen carrying a kid as he came 
out of his car. As soon as Abbas came out of his car, the 
suspected Arambai and UNLF members surrounded 
him, snatched the kid and left the kid in a shop nearby. 
Thereafter, Abbas was put inside one of their cars and 
was taken away.

Though there were many people present at the site of 
the incident, they could only remain as silent observers 
since the suspected Arambai Tenggol and UNLF 
militants were holding sophisticated weapons.

Later, another video surfaced on social media platforms 
wherein Md. Abbas was seen intimidated and forced 
to say that he along with Thounaojam Brinda, former 
police officer, had taken up many anti-social activities 
wherein they had even put innocent people in trouble.

It was learnt the Thoubal police rescued Abbas 
from Mayang Imphal - Thoubal Mojiing IV road 
and was handed over to the family.

The incident indicates the absence of law and 
order in the valley and it shows how the Meitei 
UGs or the Arambai Tenggol are given a free hand 
in taking up any activity they wish in the valley. It 
also proves that the Meitei militants and radical 
groups no longer fear the State police and they 
consider themselves to be above the State forces.
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Combined Security Forces Arrest Proscribed KCP (PWG) 
Militants; Protest erupted

In an operation, the combined security forces have 
arrested 13 proscribed militant cadres of Kangleipak 
Communist Party, People’s War Group (KCP-PWG), 
including three women, on Saturday morning at 
Kameng Sabal and Loitang Sandum area of Imphal 
West district. The forces also rescued one individual 
who was in the custody of the outfit.

Even if police sources have said that those arrested were 
cadres of banned Meitei armed group KCP, the Meitei 
women group would claim them as “Village Volunteers.” 

According to the Police, a combined security force, led 
by state police personnel, descended upon the Mayang 
Langjing Tamang Kameng Sabal area around 2:30 am 
today. The security team apprehended 14 individuals 
belonging to the proscribed KCP (PWG) group. Those 
cadres were involved in prejudicial activities at their 
camp including training of new recruits, kidnapping, 
extortion, etc.

The arrested cadres were identified as Sagolsem James 
(26), Khumbongmayum Ranjan (24), Ningthoukhongjam 
Robichand (26), Ningthoukhongjam Sushil (48), 
Moirangthem Mohen @ Manao @ Pari (40), Thokchom 
Micheal (25), Seram Athem (27), Khulem Bidur (51), 
Kangabam Abungo (21), Yumlembam Inao (43), 
Ningthoujam, Ranjeeta (20), Salam Binita (20) and 
Thokchom Sumati (29).

As usual, the Meitei women began to protest over 
the militants’ arrest, demanding their safe release. 
Tension erupted in the area between security forces and 
the Meira Paibis when a group of women attempted 
to thwart the security forces from arresting the 14 
Meitei militants. However, they were dispersed by 

the police using tear gas shells. The security 
forces even resorted to blank fires into the 
air to push back the approaching protesters. 

Following the operation, the security forces 
recovered a cache of weapons and ammunition, 
including 5 carbines, 1 AK-47 rifle, 2 .303 rifles, 1 
INSAS rifle, 2 9mm pistols, and 1 double barrel 
shotgun, along with ammunition. Additionally, 
several vehicles utilized by the militants were 
seized, including 1 Vespa scooter, 1 Activa 
scooter, 1 Chevrolet Beat car, 1 Mahindra Bolero, 
2 Maruti Gypsy vehicles, and 1 Tata Safari SUV. 

Notably, the Meiteis’ valley of Imphal has become 
a safe heaven for the proscribed Meitei militants 
for carrying out their illegal and anti-national 
activities. The banned Meitei outfits including 
UNLF/MPLA, KCP factions, PLA/PLO, KYKL, PREPAK, 
etc., have been actively involved in “trans-national 
conspiracy against the Union of India.” Since the 
state-sponsored ethnic cleansing pogrom on Kukis 
broke out on May 3 last year, the Meitei terrorists 
have been crossing the international border from 
Myanmar and are actively engaging in war against 
innocent Kukis in Manipur.

You never know how strong you are until 
being strong is the only choice you have.

- Bob Marley“
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Election Mood Activated in Naga Areas; ZUF Condemns Gun 
Attack on Congress Candidate

With the 18th Lok Sabha election round the corner, 
political tensions loom large in the state amidst 
unending violence, the state has already witnessed 
election related violence in the past few days.

The announcement of candidates for Outer Manipur 
Parliamentary Constituency has invoked election mood 
in the minds of the people. However, the BJP who 
announced support to NPF candidate in Outer Manipur 
is yet to announce their candidate for the Inner Manipur 
PC. The Congress supported by INDIA Bloc has formally 
announced JNU Professor Dr. Bimol Akoijam as its 
consensus candidate for Inner Manipur while former 
Legislator Alfred K. Arthur has been chosen for Outer 
Manipur PC.

Before the official announcement of his candidature 
by his party, Alfred K. Arthur kickstarted his electoral 
campaign in Ukhrul and Kamjong district a few weeks 
ago. His public meeting was attacked with gunshots 
by armed miscreants, signaling their disapproval of 
his candidature. 

It is common knowledge for keen observers of Manipur 
electoral politics that NPF is the political wing of NSCN-
IM who commands majority in Naga dominated areas 
of Manipur. As such, the candidature of Alfred K. Arthur 
from Congress did not bode well with the idea of Naga 
national leaders. That the NPF candidate is the de-
facto NSCN-IM candidate for LS poll – is an open secret 
known to all.

Amidst all this, the Zelianrong United Front (ZUF) 
issued a statement today condemning any form of 
violence or disturbance during the campaign period, 
particularly highlighting recent incidents, such as the 
gunfire at a Congress party meeting in Ukhrul District. 
The involvement of certain groups, like the NSCN-IM, 

is also condemned and cited as a threat to the 
democratic process.

In a statement, the Front stressed the importance 
of selecting leaders who will prioritize justice, 
peace, and overall development. It warned against 
the influence of corrupt practices and manipulative 
politics, urging strict adherence to the principles 
of the National Union of India.

Expressing concern over the interference of 
Naga revolutionary groups in Indian politics, 
the Front warned of dire consequences for 
the Naga people if such actions persist. It 
called for greater accountability from Indian 
security forces in maintaining public safety 
and preventing further destabilization. 
Emphasizing the importance of free and fair 
elections, the Front called on all citizens to 
uphold this democratic mandate. It reaffirmed 
its commitment to serving the common interests 
and welfare of the people, pledging to ensure a 
peaceful and equitable electoral environment.

The Front urged citizens to support efforts towards 
a better society and the election of leaders who will 
secure peace and prosperity for future generations.
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BJP Party Office Vandalized in Manipur’s Senapati District

Two helicopters deployed for Manipur LS polls, says Chief 
Electoral Officer

In response to the non-issuance of a party ticket to 
a local candidate, Senapati District BJP Karyakartas 
vandalized their office located on Old Road, Senapati. 
The incident reportedly occurred around 10:30 am on 
Saturday morning. The exact identity of the perpetrators 
could not be ascertained as there were no surveillance 
cameras or eyewitnesses.

The motive behind the vandalism appears to be targeted 
destruction rather than theft, as valuable assets were 
left untouched. Possible motives include protest against 
the decision to support another party’s candidate for 
the forthcoming election. The vandalism has disrupted 
normal office operations, causing delays in workflow 

Two helicopter Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) are being 
pressed into services to ensure the integrity of the 
electoral process in the violence-hit Manipur, the Chief 
Electoral Officer of Manipur, Pradip Kumar Jha said.

He was speaking in a meeting held on Saturday with 
Chief Medical Officers (CMOs) of various districts at 
the Conference hall of the Office of the Chief Electoral 
Officer of Manipur. Manipur with its two Lok Sabha 
seats — Outer Manipur Parliamentary Constitution 
reserved for scheduled tribes and Inner Manipur PC 
will go to the polls on April 19 and 26.

Approximately 200 companies of paramilitary forces 
will be deployed in the sensitive areas of the state for 
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections.

and financial losses due to the need for repairs 
and replacements. Morale among the karyakartas 
has also been negatively affected by the incident.

Source: Ukhrul Times

There are 2,955 polling stations in the two 
Parliamentary Constituencies with 60 assembly 
segments..

Source: NE Now
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NDA regime should be put in check, says MNF’s Lok Sabha 
candidate K Vanlalvena

Mizoram’s main opposition Mizo National Front (MNF) 
on Friday named sitting Rajya Sabha member K. 
Vanlalvena as the party’s nominee for the lone Lok 
Sabha seat, polling of which is scheduled on April 19.

Vanlalvena, 54, was elected to the lone Rajya Sabha 
seat in Mizoram in June 2020.

MNF president and former chief minister Zoramthanga 
declared Vanlalvena as the party’s candidate during 
a function held at the MNF office-Mizo Hnam Run, in 
Aizawl.

Speaking on the occasion, Vanlalvena on Friday said 
that the BJP led NDA regime should be put in check 
and fought back vociferously.

The Mizoram MP, who remains vocal in issues related 
to minorities, also said that he constantly opposes NDA 
ideologies in the present Rajya Sabha.

Interestingly, MNF is a member of BJP led North East 
Democratic Alliance (NEDA) and an ally of the NDA at 
the Centre. But the party doesn’t work with the saffron 
party in the state.

Vanlalvena said that the NDA will retain power in the 
forthcoming parliamentary polls.

He said that the NDA, if retained power, will apparently 
introduce Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in the country 
for which the NDA government should be opposed 
vociferously.

“It appears that the NDA will retain power at the Centre 
after the Lok Sabha polls. If it retains power there 
is the likelihood that the UCC will be introduced in 
the country. For this reason, the NDA government 
should be opposed and fought back vociferously. I have 
been constantly opposing the NDA government in the 
present Rajya Sabha, ” the 54-year-old MNF leader said.

He said that Mizoram MP alone has no significant role 
in the formation of government at the Centre as the 

fight is confined mainly between two broad blocs- 
the NDA and the Indian National Developmental 
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA).

Citing that language barrier did not bar him from 
raising issues in the parliament, Vanlalvena said 
what matters most for being an MP is the mind 
or the courage and not simply having a good 
command over Hindi and English languages.

The former student leader remained vocal in 
important issues pertaining to Mizoram and 
minorities in the country. His audacity to raise 
important issues in the parliament has been lauded 
by many.

Vanlalvena worked as a teacher in a government-
run high school in 1995 two years after he graduated 
with science from Pachhunga University College 
(PUC) in Aizawl in 1993. But his teaching profession 
lasted for only three months as he was elected as 
the president of state’s apex student body, Mizo 
Zirlai Pawl (MZP). Recently, he obtained a master 
degree in history from Indira Gandhi National 
Open University (IGNOU) more than 30 years after 
he left college.

He was imprisoned on 8 occasions during his tenure 
as student leader. Vanlalvena entered politics in 
2002 when he was appointed the general secretary 
of the MNF’s youth wing. He subsequently became 
its president. (Source: NE Now)
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SWOT Analysis: Ethnic strife to affect BJP’s chances in 
Manipur for Lok Sabha election

The popularity the BJP had seen in 2022 when it won 32 
seats in the 60-member assembly has been sliding after 
ethnic violence between Meitei and Kuki communities 
broke out in the state on May 3 last year, leading to the 
death of over 200 people.

As the strife hit national headlines, especially after a 
video of two women being paraded naked surfaced, the 
BJP-led government at the Centre have taken several 
measures seeking to bring back people’s confidence in 
the administration.

The Centre has announced erecting fencing on the Indo-
Myanmar border and cancellation of the Free Movement 
Regime (FMR) to address the issue of illegal immigration 
from the neighbouring country.

The steps may have some positive electoral effects for 
the BJP in the Inner Manipur Lok Sabha constituency 
comprising assembly segments of the Imphal valley.

These measures are likely to adversely affect the saffron 
camp in the other seat of the northeastern state, Outer 
Manipur, which covers the hill districts, home to Naga and 
Kuki community people who are against those moves 
by the BJP government.

The opposition Congress, which lost power in the state in 
2017, is also not on a strong pitch as it has been plagued 
with internal bickering over selection of party candidates. 
Rajiv Gandhi’s visit after the ethnic strife began, however, 
might help the party in the elections.

Inner and Outer Manipur seats are held by the BJP and 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) respectively.

The elections will be held in the state in two phases on 
April 19 and 26.

Following is a SWOT (Strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 
threats) analysis of the BJP and Congress in the state.

Strengths 
*Cancellation of FMR and announcement for erecting 

border Fencing by the BJP government are points 
to appeal to the voters of Inner Manipur seat.
*Distribution of monetary compensation for more 
than 3000 farmers affected by violence both in the 
hills and valley districts will help the BJP.
*The government’s “inability” to protect lives and 
properties of the people is likely to help the Congress.
*Congress will also highlight Rahul Gandhi’s two-day 
visit to the state weeks after the violence broke out. 
He also began his Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra from the 
state this year.

Weakness
*BJP MP faced criticism from different quarters for 
not being vocal in Parliament and at the national 
level over the violence in the state.
*The BJP government’s inability to establish 
permanent peace even though 10 months have 
passed after the violence began.
*The Suspension of Operations agreement with Kuki 
militant organizations was signed in 2008 when 
Congress ruled the state. A section of the people 
wants the pact to be discontinued.
*The Congress is facing allegations that it did not 
effectively tackle the border issues as the BJP has 
claimed illegal immigration from Myanmar is the 
root cause of the ethnic violence.

Opportunities
*BJP’s opportunity is the absence of a strong and 
popular candidate in Congress.
*Congress will highlight the inability of the BJP to 
protect people’s lives and property during the ethnic 
strife.

Threats
*Any fresh violence or steps taken against village 
volunteers by security forces would hit the BJP hard.
*Infighting in the Congress about the selection of 
candidates.

First published by CNBC 18
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Indian foreign minister S. Jaishankar’s recent remarks 
on the situation in riot-hit Manipur state while 
addressing the Indian community in the South Korean 
capital Seoul must be understood from political as 
well as geo-strategic perspectives.

“Distressing is a very mild word ... for what is happening 
in Manipur,” he told the Indian diaspora on March 5. 
It’s been 10 months since the violence began in the 
northeastern state bordering crisis-ridden Myanmar. 
Officially 219 people have been killed so far, most of 
them Christians.

The pro-Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
government in the state has dubbed it an ethnic 
conflict, but Christian leaders have accused it of siding 
with the majority Hindu Meitei community which is 
at odds with the tribal Christian Kuki-Zo people.

“In terms of … how did this happen? How did the 
government let this happen? You know there cannot 
be anybody who would not regret what is happening 
there,” the foreign minister said.

He sounded critical of the BJP government in Manipur. 
But Jaishankar is a member of the same party and 
a federal minister who has Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s ears.

Manipur was one of multiple questions about India 

raised by the diaspora, and, in all probability, 
Jaishankar had the nod from the Prime Minister’s 
Office for making those remarks.

Before coming to Manipur, the minister dwelt on 
how the Modi government brought the mere talk 
about “Look East and Act East” — first devised 
in 1991 — into actual practice and implemented 
several projects that benefit the entire northeast 
region.

“If you look at how difficult it was to travel, if you 
see the sort of level of business, the attention 
given, the resources given, it [the Manipur riot] was 
actually very disturbing. And that has been one of 
the changes of the last 10 years,” he asserted.

He then stressed how he felt that “in many respects, 
the northeast itself can act as a bridge, but it has 
both a cultural side to it and a physical contiguity 
side too.”

His explanation of what happened there was “the 
close intermingling of communities” leading to 
“this degree of violence, which becomes very 
difficult to head off.”

The foreign minister was well aware that Korea 
has a substantial Christian population and the 
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ethnic conflict in Manipur could draw criticism of the 
BJP governments in both New Delhi and in Manipur.

Tribal Christians, including Nagas and Kukis, form 
around 41 percent of Manipur’s 3.6 million people. They 
primarily inhabit the hill districts.

The Meiteis make up some 53 percent of the population 
and reside in the Imphal Valley.

And then there are about 6,000 refugees from Myanmar 
taking shelter in the state.

Analyst Ashutosh Talukdar, who is based in the 
northeastern state of Assam, observed that a foreign 
minister “would avoid making any remark on internal 
or domestic matters, leave aside a disturbing situation, 
on foreign soil.”

But Jaishankar could not have avoided northeast 
India as it is a bridge to neighboring countries such as 
Myanmar and other Southeast and East Asian countries.

New Delhi is well aware that violence and instability 
in Manipur can harm its long-term strategic interests 
and derail the “Look East and Act East” policy.

The minister’s remarks thus have to be viewed through 
this perspective.

The situation in Manipur has not only embarrassed 
Modi and the BJP but may also derail the progress 
achieved since 2014, when Modi became prime minister, 
in developing economic cooperation and strategic 
relationships with countries in the wider Indo-Pacific 
region.

The Modi dispensation is keen on moving forward at 
bilateral, regional, and multilateral levels to enhance 
political, economic, cultural and people-to-people 
relations in the region.

Modi’s critics point out that for four months after the 
riot broke out on May 3 last year, he did not utter a 
word and broke his silence only in August after a video 
went viral on social media showing two Christian Kuki 

women being sexually assaulted and paraded 
naked in the streets of Manipur.

Federal Home Minister Amit Shah told the Indian 
Parliament on Aug. 9 that, “people crossing over 
from Myanmar” were responsible for the distressing 
situation in the state.

Even Jaishankar echoed him when he said that 
the open border with Myanmar was one of the 
issues. “We have decided now to suspend that 
[open border] and, actually, in a way, harden the 
border situation,” he explained.

The bilateral Free Movement Regime allowed 
people from India and Myanmar to travel up to 
16 kilometers into each others’ territory without 
travel documents. That will stop now.

But Jaishankar’s utterances in Korea must also be 
seen as a late application of balm on the festering 
wounds of Manipur, ahead of a general election 
this summer.

Modi is seeking a third term as prime minister and 
Manipur remains a weak spot for him.

The prime minister avoided campaigning in 
neighboring Mizoram during the state election 
in November-December 2023. But can he afford 
to skip the northeastern states now?

We “would like to see law and order return,” 
Jaishankar said while adding, “This is not the India, 
and certainly not the northeast, which anybody is 
hoping for.”

His comments could also be meant to pave the 
way for Modi’s long-delayed visit to Manipur.

First published by UCA News
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