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Meitei mob Burned down several 
houses in Langol, Imphal West. 

Meitei militants launched an attack on Saichang 
in Sugnu at approximately 5:10 PM. During the 

Today in history/EventS recalled: JULY 14 & 15, 2023

A RECAP OF THE HORRIFIC INCIDENTS ON JULY 14 & 15, 2023 AS A RESULT OF PRE-
PLANNED STATE-SPONSORED ETHNIC CLEANSING POGROM AGAINST KUKI-ZO 

CLAIM: 
Several social media users belonging to Meitei community posted a 
video on X (formerly Twitter) claiming that American Ex-Marine Soldiers 
are supplying and training the Kuki-Zo communities and further alleged 
that ‘they are not ordinary instigators but well-trained transnational 
savages to create the havoc in Manipur’.

FACT:
A fact finding team of TLM cross-check the authenticity of the said 
social media post and found the claim baseless. The said video does not 
depict Chin-Kuki-Zo fighters, as claimed. It shows cadres from Karen 
National Union (KNU)/KNLA who operate along the Thai-Myanmar 
border. KNU flags/insignia are clearly visible in the video 

FACT-CHECK RESULT:
FALSE, MEITEI MEDIA EXPOSED
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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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Former CM Okram Ibobi Singh Critiques Central 
Government’s Response to Manipur Crisis

Kuki Inpi Jiribam & Tamenglong Address Rumors 
Regarding Abduction Incident

Former Chief Minister Okram Ibobi Singh has voiced 
strong criticism of the central government’s handling of 
the ongoing crisis in Manipur. Speaking at a reception 
event for nine new leaders who joined the Indian 
National Congress (INC) at Congress Bhawan, Ibobi 
suggested that the government’s inaction stems from 
either a lack of determination or a hidden agenda.

“The Manipur crisis is resolvable,” Ibobi asserted, 
emphasizing the central government’s pivotal role 
in facilitating peace. He urged that with genuine will 
and determination, the situation could be addressed 

The Kuki Inpi Jiribam and Tamenglong have issued 
a formal statement to clarify the ongoing rumors 
surrounding the alleged abduction of Mr. Bishnu 
Barman, a Telecom department employee from West 
Bengal, who went missing in the Latingkhal area on 
October 5.

Local sources reported that some individuals in Jiribam 
have erroneously blamed the Kuki-Zo community for Mr. 
Barman’s disappearance. In response, the organizations 
emphasized that these accusations are baseless and 
without any evidence.

“We want to make it clear that the Kuki-Zo community 
has no involvement in this case,” the statement read. 
They condemned the unfounded allegations and urged 
the community and relevant authorities to conduct a 
thorough and impartial investigation to identify the 
actual perpetrators.

promptly. During a recent multi-party meeting, 
he proposed disarmament for both the Meitei 
and Kuki communities as a preliminary step, 

The Kuki Inpi Jiribam and Tamenglong strongly 
denounced what they termed as “unethical 
practices” and “goondaism,” particularly in light 
of the ongoing ethnic tensions in Manipur. They 
also called for the safe return of Mr. Barman, 
highlighting the importance of solidarity 
and justice during these challenging times. 

The organizations appeal to all individuals and 
groups to refrain from spreading misinformation 
that could further inflame tensions in the region.

Contd.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/KSO_tlm
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM


KSO Media & Documentation Cell
ksomediacell@gmail.com

4

ISSUE No. 358
THURSDAY | OCTOBER 10, 2024

Click to Follow

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Meitei Militants Target Residence of Naga Officer Over 
Monetary Demands

The ongoing tensions in Manipur have escalated with 
a grenade attack on the residence of Chief Engineer 
Renmei Alenmei, a Naga officer, in the Lamphel police 
station area early this morning. Fortunately, the grenade 
failed to detonate, and the bomb disposal squad was 
dispatched to safely remove the device.

Local police suspect that the attack, which involved 
two individuals on motorcycles fleeing the scene, 
may be linked to extortion demands. A case has been 
registered at the Lamphel police station, but no group 
has claimed responsibility for the incident.

This attack is part of a troubling pattern of violence 
against the Naga community in the Imphal valley. 
Reports indicate that Naga tribals have been increasingly 
targeted by Meitei militants, who have been making 
monetary demands from Naga entrepreneurs and 
shopkeepers in the area. The Imphal Naga Business 
Association (INBA) has previously appealed for an end to 
these extortion tactics, emphasizing the support Naga 
businesses have provided during the ongoing crisis.

Last month, INBA President Annish Khamrang 
condemned the threats made against Naga residents, 
asserting that such actions aim to drive the Naga 

community out of Imphal. He revealed that some 
Naga entrepreneurs were recently coerced into a 
meeting where they were demanded to pay Rs 
20,000 each, a demand that was refused despite 
appeals for leniency.

Local women’s organizations have also condemned 
the grenade attack, labeling it a cowardly act and 
urging militants to avoid targeting crowded areas 
in the future.

The government has not reinstated the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) in the Imphal 
valley, despite the resurgence of violence attributed 
to Meitei militants, raising concerns over public 
safety and the need for immediate intervention 
to restore peace.

followed by political dialogue. However, he expressed 
disappointment at the government’s failure to 
implement any practical measures since that discussion.

“It is unfortunate that the Indian government, despite 
being one of the world’s strongest militaries, cannot 
effectively address the conflict in Manipur,” he stated. 
Ibobi also urged the government to reject any demands 
for separate administration from any community, 
highlighting the importance of maintaining Manipur’s 
territorial integrity.

The event welcomed several notable figures into 
the INC, including former NPP candidates and 
local leaders from various constituencies. Ibobi 
expressed optimism that more leaders would 
join the party in the future, reinforcing the INC’s 
commitment to resolving the ongoing crisis. 

The reception was attended by various Congress 
leaders, MLAs, and executive members, marking 
a significant moment for the party amidst the 
ongoing challenges in the state.
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Manipur NPP faces internal strife as key members defect to 
Congress

Speculation has intensified over the past few days 
regarding a possible rift within the Manipur Unit of 
the National People’s Party (NPP), as some members 
have reportedly left the party. 

The suspicion of disunity was further fueled when all 
seven legislators from the Manipur Unit stayed away 
from the party’s State executive meeting held recently.

This speculation gained traction with the recent joining 
of former NPP leaders, Langpoklakpam Jayantakumar 
Singh and O Romen Singh, to the Indian National 
Congress. 

Langpoklakpam Jayantakumar Singh is a former NPP 
MLA, while O Romen Singh was a former NPP candidate. 
Their switch to a new party suggests underlying issues 
within the NPP Manipur Unit.

Earlier, on September 27, the NPP State executive 
committee conducted a meeting at Hotel Radisson Blu 
in Guwahati, chaired by its national president, Conrad 
K Sangma, who is also the Chief Minister of Meghalaya. 

The meeting aimed to deliberate on whether the 
NPP should continue supporting the BJP-led Manipur 
government. Although most NPP MLAs from Manipur 
participated, the meeting could not reach a concrete 
decision due to sharp differences of opinion among 
the members.

Conrad Sangma concluded the meeting by announcing 
a National executive committee meeting in Delhi on 

October 5 to resolve the matter. However, this 
proposed meeting was later postponed indefinitely. 

In response to this postponement, the Manipur 
Unit of the NPP convened a meeting on October 9 
at its office in Naoremthong, Imphal West district.

The primary agenda of the recent meeting was 
to address issues arising from the indefinite 
postponement of the national executive meeting 
initially scheduled for October 5 in New Delhi by 
the national president, Conrad K Sangma. 

Notably, all seven sitting MLAs of the National 
People’s Party in Manipur did not attend the 
meeting. 

Nevertheless, the party’s national vice president 
and former state deputy chief minister Y Joykumar, 
along with former ministers Y Irabot and N Mangi, 
former MLA S Sobhachandra, and other senior state 
executive members, participated in the discussions.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To be prepared for war is one of the most 
effective means of preserving peace.

—  George Washington“
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Congress leader criticises PM Modi’s Laos visit, questions 
absence from conflict-torn Manipur

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s arrival in Laos for the 
ASEAN-India and East Asia summits has drawn sharp 
criticism from opposition leaders, particularly regarding 
his continued absence from the conflict-torn state of 
Manipur.

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh took to social media 
platform X to voice his concerns. “The self-anointed non-
biological PM is off to Laos,” Ramesh wrote, referencing 
Modi’s upcoming participation in the 21st ASEAN-India 
and 19th East Asia Summit.

Ramesh pointedly questioned Modi’s priorities, asking, 
“Why is Mr Narendra Modi steadfastly refusing to visit 
the troubled state of Manipur that has been torn apart 
so tragically since May 2023? His refusal to do so is 
simply beyond any understanding.”

The Congress leader emphasised the importance of 
India’s northeastern states in the country’s foreign policy, 
stating, “India’s gateway to ASEAN is our northeast.” 

He argued that the people of Manipur “who have 
seen so much agony and suffering, surely deserve 
such a visit” from their Prime Minister.

While in Vientiane, Modi engaged in various 
cultural activities, including interactions with the 
Indian diaspora, Buddhist monks, and viewing 
performances of Lao Ramayana. These events 
highlighted the shared cultural heritage between 
India and Laos.

The visit marks a decade of India’s Act East Policy, 
which aims to strengthen economic and strategic 
ties with Southeast Asian nations. However, Ramesh 
challenged the government’s narrative, tweeting, 
“He will, of course, talk much of India’s Act East 
policy that supposedly began in 2014 - no matter 
that India’s Look East Policy was in existence for 
almost two decades prior to that.”

(India Today NE)
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Manipur has been in the news and the national 
consciousness now for over 17 months. The Manipur 
high court order of March 27, 2023 was only the 
trigger behind decades of mistrust. The demand for 
an inner line permit system that began in Manipur 
over two decades ago, can in some way be termed as 
the beginning of the current crisis. It culminated in 
passing of the three controversial bills in the Manipur 
Assembly in August 2015, which had eventually led to 
violent protests in Churach-andpur, which resulted in 
the loss of nine lives in police firing. The bodies of those 
killed were buried after 632 days after many rounds of 
negotiations between the government and multiple 
stakeholders.

Peace had thereafter returned to Manipur. The overall 
strides in development that took place in Manipur for 
about a decade since 2015 further reinforced the belief 
that Manipur was now on its path to greater glory. 

All that changed on May 3, 2023, when violence 
broke out between the Meiteis and Kukis of the state; 
a situation that continues with sporadic spikes in 
violence and intermittent calm. It is a small state with 
a population of just 0.1 per cent and 0.15 per cent of the 
current estimated populations of Delhi and Mumbai 
respectively, but deserves greater understanding 
considering its geo-strategic and geo-economic 

importance, as also for the sake of the people of 
the state who are under extreme stress and duress.

The biggest challenge faced is disinformation 
in the form of false videos, doctored videos and 
videos that depict only a part of a given incident. 
The Anglo-Kuki War Memorial being set afire, the 
discovery of the decapitated body of a woman 
found in a suitcase, the security forces shielding 
one particular community are some factors, to 
name a few. There have also been some truthful 
videos like the two helpless women being paraded 
on the streets or for that matter ghastly videos of 
shootings at point-blank range and of decapitating 
innocents. All these and word of mouth stories 
(which are often untrue) have fuelled anger across 
both the communities. Every false video or narrative 
results in cycles of violence that leaves the security 
forces at their wit’s end. It is a situation no security 
force in the country has ever faced before.

At no other place since the independence of our 
nation have we witnessed such mass weaponisation 
of society at large. It is not just the weapons and 
ammunition that have been looted from police 
armouries that is disconcerting. It is also the 
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weapons that the Arambai Tengol, UNLF(P), all the 
other valley-based insurgent groups and the Kuki 
militants openly flaunt and move around with impunity. 
The easy availability of weapons and ammunition 
in Myanmar makes the situation even more grim. A 
recent video of a gun similar to an artillery gun being 
towed and then fired, as also inputs of many other 
new improvised mortars, rockets and the locally made 
“pumpis”, makes the future look daunting for not 
just the security forces, but also ordinary citizens. The 
immense hardships that the common man is already 
facing with all these weaponised people indulging in 
extortion and kidnappings is extremely worrisome.

The recent events in the neighbourhood, both in 
Myanmar and Bangladesh, are disturbing. The Myanmar 
Army today has only one military post opposite Manipur 
under its control, and none opposite Mizoram, as a 
consequence of the fighting there. It has resulted in a 
huge refuge influx, largely in Mizoram and to a lesser 
extent in Manipur. The influence of radicals currently in 
Bangladesh also poses a threat insofar as reactivation 
of camps of the Northeast-based insurgent groups is 
concerned. 

The Central security forces, largely the Indian Army, 
the Assam Rifles and the paramilitary forces like the 
CRPF, have been at the forefront in preventing violence, 
moving people to safety, providing relief, including the 
establishment of relief camps, recovering weapons, 
arresting militants and troublemakers, destroying 
bunkers; all of which under conditions that were largely 
hostile and at times under great provocation. After 
some initial hiccups, the state police has also been 
instrumental in operating in total sync with the Central 
security forces. The criticism against the Assam Rifles 
has been unwarranted. The unbiased and selfless task 
that the officers and soldiers have undertaken has 
helped to keep the situation under control. Calls for 
removal of all Central forces as a panacea for restoring 
normalcy, made by some, is impractical. In a state 
where people are polarised to the extent that they 
are, expecting the state police to handle the situation 

on their own is a tough ask. This is not to cast 
aspersions on the state police or undermine its 
role, but to highlight the local pressures that they 
are forced to operate under. 

The present situation was a fallout of the demand 
for Scheduled Tribe status for the Meiteis, and 
against that is the Kuki demand for a separate 
administration; now seeking the status of a Union 
territory. It will be impractical for the Centre to give 
in to either, since one will inflame passions even in 
the Naga regions leading to even more violence, 
while the latter would lead to many more such 
fissiparous demands across the Northeast: the 
ENPO demands in Nagaland, the Dima Hasao & 
Cachar regional demands in Assam or the demands 
of South Arunachal Pradesh people for a separate 
administration, etc. It is therefore necessary for 
both the communities to see reason in stopping the 
ongoing violence, to be realistic in their demands 
and come to the negotiating table. There are many 
steps that need to be taken to restore normal 
life. But the beginning for that has to be by the 
people of Manipur. The civil society organisations, 
the women’s organisations, the village elders, the 
youth, the armed cadres and all others, cutting 
across affiliations, have to just take a look at pre-
May 3, 2023 when Manipur was on a glorious path 
of socio-economic development. Manipur shall 
remain the linchpin for our “Act East” policy and 
the land bridge to our outreach to Asean and Quad 
and the countries of Southeast and East Asia. 

Manipur, which got its name during the reign of 
King Garib Nawaz, 400 years ago in 1724, is and 
shall remain a precious jewel of our country that 
should be in the mind space and prayers of all 
citizens of our country.

Published by Asian Age
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With his shotgun pointed towards the Meitei-dominated 
Bishnupur, 21-year-old Albert sits confidently inside a 
tin-roofed ‘bunker’, walled by sandbags and boulders 
at Moivam village in Manipur’s Kuki-dominated 
Churachandpur district. Although the single-shot 
shotgun seems inconsequential against the automatic 
weapons allegedly used by the ‘Meitei miscreants’, the 
confidence of the Kuki ‘village volunteer’ comes from 
a pumpi, a handmade mortar installed just behind the 
barricade.

“The pumpis have been very useful in driving away the 
Meiteis,” says Albert, a class 12 passed Kuki youth, who 
took up arms to safeguard his village soon after the 
Meitei-Kuki conflict flared up in May last year. “Some 
of the pumpis can travel up to three kilometers and 
can cause huge destruction,” he says.

Pumpis are made with crude materials such as iron 

pipes loaded with gunpowder and explosives. 

“The range and performance of a pumpi depends 
on the amount and quality of the gunpowder 
used,” Janghaolun Haokip, publicity secretary of 
Kuki Inpi, Manipur, the apex body of the Kukis, 
told DH, recently.

“We have different kinds of pumpis, the traditional 
one could only be fired once. Now we have 
improvised them to fire repeatedly. These are often 
being called rockets by the Meiteis,” Haokip says, 
refuting allegations that Kukis have been using 
drones and rockets against the Meiteis.

Pumpis have become an integral part of most 
of the ‘bunkers’ manned by ‘village volunteers’ 
stationed along the ‘buffer zone’. Both Kukis and 
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