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Meitei mob Burned down several 
houses in Langol, Imphal West. 

Meitei militants launched an attack on Saichang 
in Sugnu at approximately 5:10 PM. During the 

Today in history/EventS recalled: JULY 14 & 15, 2023

A RECAP OF THE HORRIFIC INCIDENTS ON JULY 14 & 15, 2023 AS A RESULT OF PRE-
PLANNED STATE-SPONSORED ETHNIC CLEANSING POGROM AGAINST KUKI-ZO 

CLAIM: 
Several social media users belonging to Meitei community posted a 
video on X (formerly Twitter) claiming that American Ex-Marine Soldiers 
are supplying and training the Kuki-Zo communities and further alleged 
that ‘they are not ordinary instigators but well-trained transnational 
savages to create the havoc in Manipur’.

FACT:
A fact finding team of TLM cross-check the authenticity of the said 
social media post and found the claim baseless. The said video does not 
depict Chin-Kuki-Zo fighters, as claimed. It shows cadres from Karen 
National Union (KNU)/KNLA who operate along the Thai-Myanmar 
border. KNU flags/insignia are clearly visible in the video 

FACT-CHECK RESULT:
FALSE, MEITEI MEDIA EXPOSED
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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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BJP Ally NPF Opposes Fencing of India-Myanmar Border
in Naga Areas

The Naga People’s Front (NPF) expressed strong 
opposition to the proposed construction of a 
border fence between India and Myanmar in the 
Naga-inhabited areas. Naga body in Manipur 
opposes Indo-Myanmar border fencing plan, 
demands early elections for Hill Area Councils. 

The Naga People’s Front (NPF), Manipur unit, 
expressed strong opposition to the proposed 
construction of a border fence between India 
and Myanmar in the Naga-inhabited areas. 

The organization emphasized that the boundary 
should be corrected in line with traditional 
demarcations before any fencing work is carried 
out. They argue that proceeding with the project 
without addressing these concerns would 
disregard the historical and cultural significance 
of the traditional boundary, potentially disrupting 
the lives and livelihoods of local communities. 

In a separate but related demand, the NPF reiterated 
their call for the long-overdue elections for the six 

Autonomous District Councils (ADC) in Manipur’s 
hill areas. The elections, which have been pending 
since 2020, were addressed in their earlier press 
statement on August 5, 2024. The organizations 
underscored the need to expedite the election 
process in the best interests of the hill area’s 
citizens. They urged the Manipur government to 
adhere to the Cabinet decision dated June 13, 2024, 
which had committed to conducting the elections. 

The NPF welcomed the Hill Area Committee’s (HAC) 
recent recommendation, dated October 14, 2024, 
under Resolution No. 59/2024-(HAC), which called 
for the immediate conduct of the Autonomous 
District Council elections. The organization stressed 
that any unconstitutional delay or proposal 
affecting the election process undermines the 
democratic rights of grassroots communities. 
They asserted that restoring local self-governance 
through timely elections is essential for justice and 
effective administration in the region. 

(Free Press Journal)
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Indigenous Tribes Advocacy Committee Raise Concern over 
Posting of Manipur Rifles Personnel in Jiribam

The Indigenous Tribes Advocacy Committee (ITAC) 
has raised significant concerns regarding a recent 
order issued by the Superintendent of Police in 
Jiribam District. The order, dated October 21, 2024, 
details the deployment of five personnel from 
the Manipur Rifles to Mongbung village, a region 
predominantly inhabited by the Kuki-Zo community. 

ITAC argues that the presence of Manipur Rifles in 
this area could exacerbate existing tensions, citing 
a lack of trust in state law enforcement among 
the Kuki-Zo people. The committee alleges that 
the Manipur Rifles have covertly collaborated 
with local groups such as the Arambai Tenggol 
and other proscribed Meitei insurgents, further 
deepening suspicions within the community. 

In a statement, ITAC expressed that the deployment 
of security forces is unwelcome in Kuki-Zo areas and 
warned that such actions could lead to heightened 
conflict rather than ensuring safety. The committee 
is calling for the immediate cancellation of the SP’s 
order, emphasizing that the presence of security 
personnel could escalate local tensions instead of 
providing the intended protection.

If the dog is not barking when the thief is 
stealing it means both are friends

—  African Proverb“
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Tangkhul CSOs Reject HAC’s Unconstitutional 
Recommendation

The Tangkhul Frontal Organisations have vehemently 
condemned the recent decision by the Hill Areas 
Committee (HAC) to reconstitute Autonomous District 
Councils (ADCs) through a selection process. In a press 
conference held on Wednesday at the Tangkhul Naga 
Long (TNL) President’s chamber, leaders from various 
organisations, including TNL, Tangkhul Katamnao 
Saklong (TKS), Tangkhul Shanao Long (TSL), and 
Tangkhul Mayar Ngala Long (TMNL), called the HAC’s 
decision “unconstitutional” and “undemocratic.” 

The HAC’s resolution, passed on October 14, 
proposes the formation of a 20-member council, 
with 18 members to be selected from former ADC 
members, local self-government experts, and 
intellectuals, alongside two government nominees. 
The Tangkhul Frontal Organisations argue that 
this move undermines democratic principles 
and disrespects the rights of the hill people. 

Sword Vashum, President of TNL, stated, “This 
decision is an insult to the people of the Hills. We 
reject it outright. It is arbitrary and runs contrary to 

the democratic process. We will not allow this 
reconstituted ADC to function in Ukhrul District.” 

Vashum also demanded the resignation of 
HAC Chairman and all elected representatives 
involved in the decision, emphasizing that 
their actions must be held accountable. 
He questioned the selection criteria for 
the council members, expressing concerns 
over how government nominees would be 
chosen, suggesting a “divide and rule” tactic. 

“We are not a flock of sheep to be driven around. 
Enough is enough,” Vashum asserted, calling for 
clarity from the three Tangkhul MLAs regarding 
their positions on the HAC’s resolution. 

The Tangkhul Frontal Organisations have made 
it clear that they will not accept any governance 
that bypasses the democratic framework 
established for the hill areas, insisting on a 
representative body that truly reflects the will 
of the people.
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The term and tenure of the six Autonomous District 
Councils of Manipur Viz. Senapati, Kangpokpi, Ukhrul, 
Chandel, Tamenglong and Churachandpur was to 
end by May, 2020. The Hill Area Committee (HAC) 
held meetings on 16 and 28 January, 2020 and 
adopted a resolution “recommending for holding 
of ADC elections in the month of November, 2020 
due to the rainy season in the month of June-July”. 

Based on the recommendation of the Hill Areas 
Committee the state cabinet of 3rd March, 2020 
decided to extend the term of the ADC members for 
six months. This decision of the state cabinet was 
vehemently opposed by all sections of the tribal people.  

It was pointed out that, section 13, 2nd paragraph 
of the ‘Manipur (Hill Areas) District Council Act, 1971 
explicitly states that “provided that the administrator, 
when satisfied that it is necessary in order to avoid 
administrative difficulty, may extend the term of all 
members by such period not exceeding one year 
as she/he thinks fit. Here the word ‘administrator’ is 
construed to be the head of the state, i.e. the Governor 
of Manipur. It also pointed out that ‘administrative 
difficulty’ meant breakdown of law and order in the state.  

They argued that Manipur is witnessing an 
era of peace for the last three years with no 
political upheaval or social turmoil so what’s the 

need to extend the tenure of the ADC’s? 

However, even after the completion of the six-month 
extended tenure there was no attempt to conduct 
the election from the side of the government.  

On 21st July, 2020 four ADC Chairman had urged 
the HAC to extend their tenure by another six 
months starting from December 31st, 2020 till May 
31st 2021. The government of Manipur was inclined 
to the demand of the ADC chairman’s for another 
six-month extension. This infuriated the CSOs of 
the hill people who took it as a deliberate affront to 
the tribal people with the ulterior motive of burying 
forever the only political institution of the hill people. 

On 24th October, 2020, the All Tribal Students’ 
Union Manipur called 48-hour bandh from the 26th 
of October if the announcement of the election 
was not made immediately. The government 
of Manipur invited them for talks where it was 
agreed that the matter would be put up in the 
next state government’s cabinet meeting with 
the assurance that the election notification 
shall be issued after the cabinet meeting. So the 
agitation was deferred for another 10 days. On 
4th November, ATSUM met the Chief Minister 
of Manipur and was assured that government is 
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seriously taking steps for the conduct of the election 
and that the ADC election shall be held along with 
the by-election of four assembly constituency seat. 
Consequently, the term of the six ADCs were dissolved.   
The by-election for the four assembly constituency seats 
were held in the month of November, 2020 but the 
election of the six- ADCs was shoved to the background.  

In February, 2021 ATSUM reminded the government 
to abide by the assurance it had made for holding 
the ADC at the earliest. It warned the government 
of stringent agitation if the notification to hold 
ADC elections is not issued at the earliest. It 
accused the government not keen on holding 
the election and that is why playing delay tactics. 

In the early part of March, 2021 a new organization under 
the name Demand Committee of Autonomous District 
Councils (DCCADCs) was floated in connivance with 
some political leaders with the intent of scuttling the 
demand for the conduct of ADC election. The DDCADCs 
demanded for the creation of ADCs for the newly 
created district of Pherzawl, Kamjong, Tengnoupal 
and Noney. On March 27 the state cabinet agreed to 

hold the elections in the 10 ADCs which included 
the four new districts. However, the move was 
seen as an attempt to divide and then derail the 
election process, which later turns out to be true. 
The United Naga Council which had opposed 
the creation of the new districts since 2016 came 
out strongly against the cabinet decision and 
asserted that it will opposed tooth and nail. 
The DDCADCs played the perfect spoilsport. 

The demand eventually fade away as the 
agitating leaders became preoccupied with the 
Manipur (Hill Areas) Autonomous District Council 
Bill, 2021 or better known as the HAC Bill, 2021.  

It can be concluded that the Biren Singh led BJP 
government has no intention of reviving the grass-
root local self government of the hill districts which 
is vital for the growth and development of the 
tribals but instead it is more interested burying 
it forever. In spite of the countless number of 
MOUs signed with the government, three years has 
passed but the ADC election is yet to be conducted.
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With his shotgun pointed towards the Meitei-dominated 
Bishnupur, 21-year-old Albert sits confidently inside a 
tin-roofed ‘bunker’, walled by sandbags and boulders 
at Moivam village in Manipur’s Kuki-dominated 
Churachandpur district. Although the single-shot 
shotgun seems inconsequential against the automatic 
weapons allegedly used by the ‘Meitei miscreants’, the 
confidence of the Kuki ‘village volunteer’ comes from 
a pumpi, a handmade mortar installed just behind the 
barricade.

“The pumpis have been very useful in driving away the 
Meiteis,” says Albert, a class 12 passed Kuki youth, who 
took up arms to safeguard his village soon after the 
Meitei-Kuki conflict flared up in May last year. “Some 
of the pumpis can travel up to three kilometers and 
can cause huge destruction,” he says.

Pumpis are made with crude materials such as iron 

pipes loaded with gunpowder and explosives. 

“The range and performance of a pumpi depends 
on the amount and quality of the gunpowder 
used,” Janghaolun Haokip, publicity secretary of 
Kuki Inpi, Manipur, the apex body of the Kukis, 
told DH, recently.

“We have different kinds of pumpis, the traditional 
one could only be fired once. Now we have 
improvised them to fire repeatedly. These are often 
being called rockets by the Meiteis,” Haokip says, 
refuting allegations that Kukis have been using 
drones and rockets against the Meiteis.

Pumpis have become an integral part of most 
of the ‘bunkers’ manned by ‘village volunteers’ 
stationed along the ‘buffer zone’. Both Kukis and 
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