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Meitei mob Burned down several 
houses in Langol, Imphal West. 

Meitei militants launched an attack on Saichang 
in Sugnu at approximately 5:10 PM. During the 

Today in history/EventS recalled: JULY 14 & 15, 2023

A RECAP OF THE HORRIFIC INCIDENTS ON JULY 14 & 15, 2023 AS A RESULT OF PRE-
PLANNED STATE-SPONSORED ETHNIC CLEANSING POGROM AGAINST KUKI-ZO 

CLAIM: 
Several social media users belonging to Meitei community posted a 
video on X (formerly Twitter) claiming that American Ex-Marine Soldiers 
are supplying and training the Kuki-Zo communities and further alleged 
that ‘they are not ordinary instigators but well-trained transnational 
savages to create the havoc in Manipur’.

FACT:
A fact finding team of TLM cross-check the authenticity of the said 
social media post and found the claim baseless. The said video does not 
depict Chin-Kuki-Zo fighters, as claimed. It shows cadres from Karen 
National Union (KNU)/KNLA who operate along the Thai-Myanmar 
border. KNU flags/insignia are clearly visible in the video 

FACT-CHECK RESULT:
FALSE, MEITEI MEDIA EXPOSED
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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
Click to Follow
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Kuki Body Seeks Court-Monitored SIT Probe Into Leaked 
Audio Tapes Purported To Be Of CM N. Biren Singh

The audio clips leaked online earlier this year, where 
Manipur Chief Minister Biren Singh is purportedly heard 
implicating himself for his alleged role in the State’s 
ethnic conflict, have now reached the Supreme Court 
of India.

The Kuki Organisation for Human Rights Trust has 
now filed a petition in the top court seeking a court-
monitored probe into the leaked audio tapes, which 
have already been submitted to the inquiry commission 
set up by the Union Home Ministry to probe the violence.

The petition, filed through advocate Prashant Bhushan, 
has said that the contents of the audio clips, “prima 
facie show the complicity and the involvement of 
the state machinery in violence against the Kuki-Zo 
community”.

The audio clips leaked online earlier this year, where 
Manipur Chief Minister Biren Singh is purportedly heard 
implicating himself for his alleged role in the State’s ethnic 
conflict, have now reached the Supreme Court of India. 

The Kuki Organisation for Human Rights Trust has 
now filed a petition in the top court seeking a court-
monitored probe into the leaked audio tapes, which 
have already been submitted to the inquiry commission 
set up by the Union Home Ministry to probe the violence.

The petition, filed through advocate Prashant Bhushan, 
has said that the contents of the audio clips, “prima 
facie show the complicity and the involvement of 
the state machinery in violence against the Kuki-Zo 
community”.

The petition argued that since the purported 
conversations in the recording appear to point to a 
conspiracy involving the highest functionary of the State, 
the investigation cannot be done by agencies such as 
the Central Bureau of Investigation or the Enforcement 
Directorate. It sought a special investigative team with 

officers of “impeccable integrity” picked by the 
court to conduct the investigation.

The petition also called for the probe to be 
monitored by a retired judge of the Supreme 
Court. The writ petition was filed on October 9 and 
registered on Tuesday (October 22).

Citing several portions of the alleged conversation 
that feature in the leaked audio tapes that run 
for around 45-50 minutes, the petition said, “It is 
apparent from the aforementioned conversation 
that the Chief Minister of Manipur was instrumental 
in inciting, organising and thereafter centrally 
orchestrating the large-scale murder, destruction 
and other forms of violence against the Kuki-
dominated areas in Manipur.”

In its petition, the organisation has said that the 
conversation contained in the recordings revealed 
a battery of offences under the Bharatiya Nyay 
Sanhita, the Arms Act, and the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

Parts of the audio clips had first started leaking 
on social media in August this year. On August 
7, the Manipur government issued a statement 
claiming that the audio clips were “doctored” but 
also said that the Manipur Police had launched 
an investigation into the origins of what it called 
a “defamatory campaign” against the CM. (The 
Hindu)
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Kuki MLAs Urge Governor to Intervene and Reject 
Unconstitutional HAC Recommendation 

In a formal letter addressed to Lakshman Prasad 
Acharya, the Hon’ble Governor of Manipur, Kuki 
MLAs have expressed strong opposition to a recent 
HAC resolution concerning the administration of 
Autonomous District Councils (ADCs).

The controversial Resolution No. 59/2024 states that a 
committee of 20 members will be formed to oversee 
ADC administration, with 18 members selected from 
former ADC officials and local experts, and only two 
government nominees. The Kuki MLAs argue that 
this decision undermines democratic principles and 
is unconstitutional, citing concerns about bias and 
divisiveness.

The MLAs highlight that the resolution was passed 
under conditions that prevented many members 
from attending the HAC meeting, due to ongoing 
law and order issues in the state. They assert that 
the resolution violates the foundational democratic 
ethos of local governance and operates outside the 
established ADC Acts.

In light of these concerns, the Kuki MLAs reiterated 
their demand for a Union Territory with legislative 
powers, emphasizing that this reflects the aspirations 
of their community. They urged the Governor to 

intervene and ensure that the Constitution of 
India and ADC Act are upheld for the benefit of 
the public.

What is of supreme importance in war is to 
attack the enemy’s strategy.

—  Sun Tzu“
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SC: 42 SITs Assigned to Review Cases Not Handed Over to 
CBI in Manipur Violence

The Supreme Court on Monday said that it proposes to 
pass order that there will be 42 Special Investigation 
Teams (SIT) to look into cases in connection with 
Manipur violence which have not been transferred 
to Central Bureau of Investgation (CBI).

A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud said cases have been transferred to 
the CBI, but to ensure faith in the rule of law, it is 
proposing to direct that there shall be five officers 
of rank at least Deputy SP who will be brought into 
CBI from various states.

“These officers will also be functioning within the 
four corners of the infrastructure and administrative 
structure of CBI. There will be 42 SITs looking at cases 
that have not been transferred to CBI”, the top court 
said.

SITs already probing matters which are not transferred 
to CBI will supervsed by six DIG level officers brought 
from outside Manipur.

The top court said it contemplates to appoint a 
committee of three former High Court judges which 
will look into the investigation, relief, remedial 
measures, compensation, rehabilitation, etc.

“The Committee of three former judges will be 
headed by Justice Gita Mittal, and also comprise 
Justice Shalini Joshi, Justice Asha Menon”, apex 
court said.

The top court further said that IPS officer will 
supervise CBI investigations.
Former Mumbai police commissioner Dattatray 
Padsalgikar will be in overall supervision of the 
probe.

Meanwhile, Director General of Police (DGP) 
of Manipur Rajiv Singh appeared before the 
Supreme Court pursuant to court’s order. 
(NewsX)

Protest Erupts in Kamjong Over Border Fencing Plan
The group of people mostly women, braving the 
incessant rains, blocked the road at Ramphei village 
junction in Manipur’s Kamjong district sharing a 
border with Myanmar on the east.

They opposed the government’s plan to prepare a 
Detailed Project Report (DPR) for the Indo-Myanmar 
border fencing project.

The agitators blocked the vehicles occupied by 
the officials to assess the ground survey and data 

collection for fencing works at the Kamjong 
area on Wednesday afternoon.
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TMNL President and Assistant Gen Secretary Killed in Tragic 
Accident near Shingcha Junction

In a tragic road accident near Shingcha Junction, 
two prominent leaders of the Tangkhul Mayar Ngala 
Long (TMNL) lost their lives on Thursday morning. The 
deceased have been identified as TMNL President 
Themmaso Tallanao (35), son of Khanot Tallanao of 
Longpi kajui village, Ukhrul district and Masothing 
Mungshon (26), son of late. Leimaya Mungshon of 
Seikhor village, Assistant General Secretary TMNL.

As per preliminary police report, the Bolero, bearing 
Regn No. AS 03M 0985, in which the victims, including 
another occupant were travelling “met with self 
accident near Shingcha village junction on Kamjong-
Finch corner road at around 10:35 AM on Thursday. 
Both the victims died at the spot, while the occupant, 
HR Mingyao (27), son of HR John of Thiwa village 
Senapati District, Manipur received multiple injuries, 
the police report said. 

Police report said that the vehicle was badly damaged 
beyond repair, while the cause of the accident could 
not be immediately known. 

According to police, the Bolero fell into a 400 
ft deep gorge. A similar accident took place in 
the same spot where a lone driver died in an 
accident some year ago, it added. 

The Tangkhul Mayar Ngala Long has said that 
the mortal remains of the deceased will be kept 
at TNL Hall tonight, with a condolence service 
to be held on October 25 at Ukhrul Town Hall.

Reports said on Thursday, the official vehicles turned 
back from the said junction but they were allowed 
to inspect and assess the first-hand reports at the 
border areas of Phaikok and Thana villages in the 
same district.

The agitation erupted after the Naga People’s Front 
(NPF), an alliance partner of the BJP-led government 
in the state, along with the Naga students’ bodies 
objected to the proposal for fencing the Indo-
Myanmar border in the Naga-dominated areas of 
Manipur.

Additionally, two Naga students’ bodies – Southern 
Tangkhul Students’ Unions and Eastern Tangkhul 
Students’ Union have jointly expressed strong 
opposition against continuing the border fencing 
works and also against scrapping the Free Movement 
Regime (FMR).

Additionally, amid strong opposition from 
the section of people in this border state, the 
Government has started the ground survey and 
data collection work to prepare DPR for the 
fencing works (in Kamjong).

Officials said that the survey from Border Pillar 
(BP) 6 to Border Pillar 110 (Chasad/Kamjong) 
covers a distance of 20.25 Km.

It started on October 18, 2024, as per a letter 
written by the General Reserve Engineering Force 
(GREF) to the 10 Sector Assam Rifles, Kamjong 
DC and Kamjong SP.

Officials said that over 30 km long border fencing 
has already been completed at the Manipur-
Myanmar border. (NENow)
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The recent allocation of 57 roads construction, a 
notification issued on October 8, 2024, solely for the 
Meiteis’ valley of Manipur has sparked wide concerns 
about uneven distribution of developmental projects 
between the Hills and Valley regions.

The Ministry of Road, Transport and Highways, 
Government of India, has recently approved construction 
of 57 roads in Manipur, for which funds have been 
sanctioned under Central Roads and Infrastructure 
Fund. Unfortunately, all of these roads are only confined 
to the valley; not even one for the hill districts. A total 
of 317.49 Km has been approved for road construction 
with Rs. 217.50 Crore sanctioned for the same by the 
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways under the CRIF.

On October 22, the Ministry, however, stated that it 
has approved 50 National Highway projects of 1026 
km length in Manipur. Out of this, 44 projects of 902 
km length lie in the hills of the State so far. In hills, 8 
projects for 125 km have been completed and balance 
36 projects of Rs 12000 cr for 777 km are in progress.

In the Annual Plan 2024-25 of the Ministry, there are 
2 National Highway projects of Rs 1350 cr for a total 
length of 90 km which lies in hills.

Under CRIF Ministry approves the list of work on 
State roads as prioritised by the State Government. 
Out of total 111 Nos. of works in the priority list given 
by the State Government, depending on the BOS 
ratio Ministry has approved 57 Nos. of works in the 
order of priority.

Here, all 57 road building projects are only for the 
Meiteis’ valley districts; none is allocated for the 
hills. This reflects N. Biren Singh’s mischievous plan 
under his  “Go To Hills or Go To Village” campaign. 
It is also a poor attempt at justifying 100% state 
roads development prioritisation by a communal 
state government under the narcissistic regime 
of N. Biren Singh.

National Highway development is a 
welcome step but, nowhere else is it used 
to neglect state roads in the same area. 
The farcical programme  of Go To Hills, Go To Village 
are all cosmetic in nature. Where were the funds 
meant for the hills to develop this kind of road? The 
Hill and Valley divide was always there, historical 
discrimination was always there. The deep divide 
of Manipur administration under hills and valleys 
can truly be traced. Contd.
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Notably, Manipur’s road network spans approximately 
8,648 kilometers, connecting key towns and villages. 
However, the focus on valley districts has led to 
disparities in infrastructure development.

The government’s decision to concentrate road projects 
in valley districts has reignited demands for greater 
autonomy and representation for hill areas. Proponents 
of a UT with a legislature argue that this would enable 
targeted development and address the unique needs 
of hill communities.

The people of the Hills, particularly the Kukis, have 
been bearing all kinds of negligence or mistreatment 
in all sectors. They are marginalized for decades in 
spite of demanding equal budgetary allocation for 
both the hills and valleys. However, their demands have 
been heard with a deaf ear. This is why Union Territory 
with legislature for the hills is a necessity, which can 
guarantee fair development and representation.

The Union Ministry should either review the orders or 
bring up another list for the Hill areas under separate 
sanction for UT category by obtaining priority from 
hill MLAs.

In the wake of the ongoing state-sponsored ethnic 
persecution against the Kukis, world-class roads may 
be built in the valley. But, road conditions in the Kukis 
regions are still pathetic, prompting bamboo stretchers 
to carry patients towards district hospitals.

The government must prioritize the development of 
roads in the hill areas of Manipur too. Failure to do so 
will result in blatant discrimination and more division 
between the hill and valley regions of Manipur.

It may be recalled that at the heart of this conflict is 
the long-standing hill-valley identity divide. The Meiteis 
have all of the best infrastructures in their ancestral 

valley areas. They have better access to good 
quality drinking water, clean cooking fuel, and 
hospitals. The population in the valley dominates 
public sector jobs, and the economy of the region 
is propped up by tourists, who, for the most part, 
stay in the valley. A higher share of industries, 
which provide better employment opportunities, 
can also be found in the valley.

On the other hand, the relatively less educated 
tribal people live in the rural areas. They live in hilly 
regions, which are covered mostly by forests and 
have relatively poor access to basic facilities. This 
population is poorly represented in public sector 
jobs. Very few of them work in industries and don’t 
earn a sufficient income from tourism.

The hill-valley divide is more pronounced when 
access to basic facilities is compared. In the valley, 
73-90% of households had access to better quality 
water compared to 51-69% in the hill districts. In 
the valley, 70-90% of households had access to 
clean cooking fuel, compared to 23-62% in the hills. 
In the valley, 67-76% of births were institutional, 
compared to 39-67% in the hills.

The answer as to why there is uneven development 
between the hills and valley in Manipur is due to non-
implementation of the tribals’ Constitutional rights 
for the past 50 years in hill areas. It is a cumulative 
product of decades of administrative apathy as 
well as discriminatory policy making by those 
who have been controlling the affairs of the state. 

With such a deep divide, the best permanent 
solution to these disparities is the Government 
of India to grant separate administration in the 
form of Union Territory with Legislature for the 
Hill people.
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With his shotgun pointed towards the Meitei-dominated 
Bishnupur, 21-year-old Albert sits confidently inside a 
tin-roofed ‘bunker’, walled by sandbags and boulders 
at Moivam village in Manipur’s Kuki-dominated 
Churachandpur district. Although the single-shot 
shotgun seems inconsequential against the automatic 
weapons allegedly used by the ‘Meitei miscreants’, the 
confidence of the Kuki ‘village volunteer’ comes from 
a pumpi, a handmade mortar installed just behind the 
barricade.

“The pumpis have been very useful in driving away the 
Meiteis,” says Albert, a class 12 passed Kuki youth, who 
took up arms to safeguard his village soon after the 
Meitei-Kuki conflict flared up in May last year. “Some 
of the pumpis can travel up to three kilometers and 
can cause huge destruction,” he says.

Pumpis are made with crude materials such as iron 

pipes loaded with gunpowder and explosives. 

“The range and performance of a pumpi depends 
on the amount and quality of the gunpowder 
used,” Janghaolun Haokip, publicity secretary of 
Kuki Inpi, Manipur, the apex body of the Kukis, 
told DH, recently.

“We have different kinds of pumpis, the traditional 
one could only be fired once. Now we have 
improvised them to fire repeatedly. These are often 
being called rockets by the Meiteis,” Haokip says, 
refuting allegations that Kukis have been using 
drones and rockets against the Meiteis.

Pumpis have become an integral part of most 
of the ‘bunkers’ manned by ‘village volunteers’ 
stationed along the ‘buffer zone’. Both Kukis and 
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