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Meitei mob Burned down several 
houses in Langol, Imphal West. 

Meitei militants launched an attack on Saichang 
in Sugnu at approximately 5:10 PM. During the 

Today in history/EventS recalled: JULY 14 & 15, 2023

A RECAP OF THE HORRIFIC INCIDENTS ON JULY 14 & 15, 2023 AS A RESULT OF PRE-
PLANNED STATE-SPONSORED ETHNIC CLEANSING POGROM AGAINST KUKI-ZO 

CLAIM: 
Several social media users belonging to Meitei community posted a 
video on X (formerly Twitter) claiming that American Ex-Marine Soldiers 
are supplying and training the Kuki-Zo communities and further alleged 
that ‘they are not ordinary instigators but well-trained transnational 
savages to create the havoc in Manipur’.

FACT:
A fact finding team of TLM cross-check the authenticity of the said 
social media post and found the claim baseless. The said video does not 
depict Chin-Kuki-Zo fighters, as claimed. It shows cadres from Karen 
National Union (KNU)/KNLA who operate along the Thai-Myanmar 
border. KNU flags/insignia are clearly visible in the video 

FACT-CHECK RESULT:
FALSE, MEITEI MEDIA EXPOSED
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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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Kuki-Zo Council Opposes Manipur Government’s ‘Adhoc 
Committees’ for Autonomous District Councils

The Kuki-Zo Council has voiced strong opposition 
to the Manipur Government’s recent decision to 
establish ‘adhoc committees’ for the six Autonomous 
District Councils (ADCs). The council contends that 
this move threatens the democratic principles and 
autonomy of the ADCs, undermining the powers 
vested in elected representatives.

In a statement, the Kuki-Zo Council highlighted that 
the resolution passed by the Hill Areas Committee 
(HAC) on October 14 is in direct violation of the District 
Councils Act, 1971, and the Rules, 1972. The council 
argues that the decision represents an attempt to 
curtail the constitutionally mandated powers of 
the ADCs, raising concerns about the political and 
democratic rights of the tribal population in the 
region.

Critics of the government’s action perceive it as a 
deliberate strategy to suppress the voices of the 
indigenous tribal community. The council stressed 
that such maneuvers disregard the fundamental 
tenets of democracy and could lead to increased 
grievances among the affected populace.

Notably, the HAC consists of 20 members, yet 
the Kuki-Zo MLAs were reportedly not consulted 
during the decision-making process. This exclusion 
has intensified opposition to the resolution, 
with calls for thorough examination of the 
claims that it undermines democratic practices. 

Since the escalation of violence in the region on 
May 3, 2023, the Kuki-Zo people have expressed 
skepticism about receiving justice under the current 
governance. They have articulated a political demand 
for the establishment of a separate administration 
in the form of a Union Territory with a legislature as 

the only viable solution to ensure their safety 
and dignity.

The Kuki-Zo Council has declared that any 
attempts to impose ADC elections or appoint 
committee members without addressing their 
demand for a separate administration will be 
met with strong resistance and a boycott.
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Kuki Human Rights Body Raises Alarm Over 
Discrimination in Manipur

The Kuki Organization for Human Rights Trust (KOHUR) 
has issued a scathing press statement condemning 
recent actions by the Indian government and the 
state administration of Manipur, claiming systemic 
discrimination against the Kuki community. The 
organization highlighted the recent allocation of 
₹399.36 crores for 57 road projects exclusively in the 
valley region, which they argue represents a “naked 
discrimination” against Kukis and Nagas who inhabit 
the hill districts.

KOHUR criticized the central government for favoring 
the Meitei community, which constitutes only 10% of 
the state’s geography, while neglecting the needs of 
the Kukis and Nagas who occupy the remaining 90%. 
Former Home Secretary G.K. Pillai has reportedly echoed 
these concerns, stating that the Indian government is 
siding with the Meiteis, particularly amidst ongoing 
violence in the region.

The statement detailed how Kuki residents have faced 
significant challenges traveling through the valley due 
to blocked roads, exacerbating shortages of essential 
goods and medicines in Kuki-majority districts. KOHUR 
described the situation as a gross violation of human 
rights, urging national condemnation of the actions 
that have led to dire humanitarian conditions.

Furthermore, the organization expressed alarm over 
the treatment of Kuki volunteers and civil society 
leaders, who are reportedly being targeted by the Indian 
Army and Manipur police, while Meitei militant groups 
operate freely. They highlighted a stark contrast in 
the enforcement of the Armed Forces Special Powers 
Act (AFSPA), which is applied in hill districts but not in 
valley areas where Meitei groups are active.

KOHUR also pointed to the destruction of Kuki homes, 
churches, and educational institutions in Imphal, calling 
the state’s response to the displacement of Kuki families 
inadequate and insulting. They lamented that many 

job vacancies filled under the state government 
have excluded Kuki candidates, illustrating what 
they describe as an ongoing effort to ethnically 
cleanse the Kuki population from the capital.

“The Meitei-dominated State government started 
ethnically cleansing us from the capital Imphal, 
the Meitei public were chanting “Massacre the 
Kukis”. Therefore, Meiteis should hold themselves 
responsible for already breaking Manipur 
with clearly demarcated buffer zones-Such a 
community has no moral night to force Kukis to live 
together again with Meiteis in a united Manipur. 
There is no alternative for Kukis than to live in a 
separately administered Union Territory so that 
at least what is left of us can be protected Even if 
we have to survive foraging wild roots and leaves, 
atleast we want to live with dignity as equal citizens 
in a free country that our forefathers helped (Indian 
National Army) fight for its freedom.”

The organization concluded with a call for the 
establishment of a separate Union Territory for the 
Kukis to ensure their safety and dignity, reflecting 
deep concerns about the future of their community 
amid escalating tensions in Manipur.
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Urgent Plea to Government Officials Regarding 
Opening of Arambai Tenggol Branch in Delhi 

In a letter addressed to top officials, including the 
President of India and the Chief of Army Staff, Agnostos 
Theos, Managing Director of The Sikh Chamber of 
Commerce, has raised serious concerns about the 
Arambai Tenggol, a militant group from Manipur, 
allegedly opening a branch in the National Capital.

Theos expressed shock and disbelief over the apparent 
failure of Indian authorities to prevent the establishment 
of this branch, given the group’s history of violence and 
instability in Manipur. He highlighted that Arambai 
Tenggol, along with the Meitei Leepun, has reportedly 
formed a heavily armed militia responsible for the 
ongoing civil unrest in Manipur, which has led to 
the deaths of approximately 250 individuals and the 
displacement of over 60,000 people.

The letter criticizes the government’s inaction, stating, 
“It is beyond me as to how a known terrorist group... 
can open a branch... right under the nose of all the 
agencies.” Theos further asserted that the recent arms 
handover in Manipur, involving thousands of firearms 
and ammunition, poses a direct threat to national 
security, raising fears that these weapons could be 
smuggled into Delhi.

Theos emphasized the risk posed not only to civilians 
but also to security personnel and institutions, urging 
immediate action against members of Arambai Tenggol 
and Meitei Leepun. He called for the banning and 

arrest of these individuals and demanded stricter 
security measures for armories nationwide.

Moreover, the letter expressed alarm over the 
conduct of local police, alleging illegal detentions 
and intimidation of citizens who voice concerns 
about the situation. Theos underscored the 
potential for the unrest in Manipur to spill over 
into a national issue, warning that the safety of 
diplomats and foreign dignitaries in the capital 
could also be at risk.

In conclusion, Theos implored government officials 
to treat the matter with urgency, stressing that 
the safety and security of India and its citizens 
are paramount. His statement reflects growing 
anxieties regarding the implications of the 
ongoing conflict in Manipur and its potential 
effects on national stability.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It is the blood of the soldier that makes 
the general great.

—  Italian Proverb“
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NSCN-IM Opposes Border Fencing in Naga Areas, Issues 
Warning to Contractors

Assam Rifles Nabbed PLA Cadres Along Indo-Myanmar Border

In a strong statement, the National Socialist Council 
of Nagalim (NSCN-IM) has vehemently opposed the 
Indian government’s recent decision to initiate border 
fencing along the Indo-Myanmar border, following 
the scrapping of the longstanding Free Movement 
Regime (FMR) agreement.

The Eastern Flank of the Naga Army criticized the 
move as a tactic to permanently divide the Naga 
people, asserting that the FMR had historically 
respected the unity and brotherhood of the Naga 
community. They stated, “Scrapping the FMR at 
the drop of a hat and commencing border fencing 
construction is simply unacceptable.”

The NSCN-IM emphasized that the Naga people were 
not consulted during the signing of the Indo-Burma 
treaty in 1952, and they regard the right to move freely 
across their ancestral land as an inalienable right. They 
vowed to resist the government’s actions, especially 
as the Indo-Naga peace talks remain ongoing.

Assam Rifles (AR) personnel apprehended two alleged 
cadres of the proscribed People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) and rescued a ‘misguided’ youth in the Manipur 
sector along the Indo-Myanmar border on Saturday.

Acting on intelligence inputs, AR troops laid a 
trap near Border Pillars 86/87 in the Moreinthel, 
Yangoupokpi, and Songtang regions, said an Assam 
Rifles official.

The apprehended PLA rebels, identified as Ningolbam 
Priyo Singh (21) and Saikhom Devajit Singh (21), 
confessed to being cadres of the banned outfit, the 
official said.

In their statement, the group warned that no 
Naga citizen should support or collaborate 
with the fencing initiative. Contractors were 
specifically urged not to bid for any related 
projects, and wage earners were advised against 
participating in the construction work.

The NSCN-IM made it clear that any individual 
defying these guidelines would do so at their 
own risk, reinforcing their commitment to 
safeguarding the interests and rights of the 
Naga people.

They were caught while attempting to cross the 
border from Myanmar into Manipur, he added.

In a separate incident, AR facilitated the safe 
return of a youth who had been coerced into 
joining the People’s Revolutionary Party of 
Kangleipak (PREPAK) in February.

The youth underwent primary training in a 
Myanmar camp. The emotional reunion with 
his family took place on October 20 in Pallel, 
Manipur, according to the AR official.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Violent aggression across buffer zones against Kuki-
Zo people seemed to subside as a result of pro-active 
steps taken by the central security forces including 
Army/Assam Rifles. However, uneasy calm prevails 
amid relentless persecution and existential threats of 
the minority tribes from the tyranny of the majority 
even after 17 months.

The state-sponsored ethnic cleansing pogrom against 
the Kuki-Zo people that erupted on May 3 last year 
has claimed at least 200 precious lives and thousands 
injured. More than 200 villages and 7400 houses 
including Churches and Synagogues have been burnt 
down, and 41,435 people are internally displaced.

In the backdrop of such an unprecedented structural 
and institutional violence against the minority Kuki-Zo 
people, finding a political legitimacy for the persecuted 
citizens is a pre-requisite for the safety and security 
concerns of the highlanders.

In pursuit of solving the ongoing civil war in Manipur, 
the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, had 
initiated a joint meeting of Manipur legislators including 
Meiteis, Nagas and Kukis on October 15, but ended up 

with separate exclusive meetings. Participants of 
the meetings had confirmed that there was no 
“Joint Sitting” between the MLAs of Kukis and 
Meiteis, thus exposing the deep schism that exists 
between the two warring communities.

In a statement, the Kuki-Zo representatives -  
Haokholet Kipgen, Letpao Haokip, Ngursanglur 
Sanate, and Nemcha Kipgen - stated that they 
had met representatives of the Government 
of India and BJP leadership represented by Dr. 
Sambit Patra, North East Coordinator; Dr. Ajeet 
Gopchade, Manipur In-Charge; A.K. Mishra, North 
East Advisor, and Rajesh Kamble, Joint Director of 
the Intelligence Bureau, North East.

During the exclusive meeting, the Kuki-Zo  
representatives affirmed that they were 
representing the voice of the people and will 
advocate solely for the people. They further 
asserted that a separate administration for the 
Kuki-Zo community was a prerequisite for any 
peace dialogue.
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The Kuki-Zo MLAs also emphasized their full confidence 
in the leadership of the KNO-UPF and confirmed that 
they had no additional demands beyond those already 
presented by the KNO-UPF. They urged that political 
dialogue with the KNO-UPF leadership should resume 
at the earliest.

Additionally, the MLAs reaffirmed their stance and 
expressed reluctance to participate in any joint meetings 
with the Meitei and Naga MLAs. They emphasized 
any such meetings should only occur after thorough 
deliberation with the public.

As per news reports, after the meeting with the Kuki-Zo 
MLAs, which lasted for over two hours, the Government 
of India representatives had held a separate short 
meeting with the Meitei and Naga MLAs. During the 
meeting, MHA stressed the need to restore peace in the 
state and said a joint meeting will be held again soon.

The meeting also reportedly resolved to appeal to the 
people of the State belonging to all communities to 
shun the path of violence so that no more precious 
lives of innocent citizens are lost.

Perhaps, the ongoing Manipur crisis has been a fallout 
out of the long marginalisation of the hill people, 
particularly against the Kuki-Zos. The long sufferings of 
the Kukis at the hands of the majoritarian regimes need 
to be addressed politically before the Government of 
India engages with other issues that plague the region.

While the Union Home Ministry initiates a peace 
process, it has to take the political problems of the 
Kukis seriously. It is absolutely wrong to assume that the 
Kuki-Zo MLAs would sit together with their annihilators 
(the Meiteis). Peace exists when Meiteis stop attacking 
Kukis – not through forced dialogue with aggressors! 

When the Kukis’ homes or villages are being burnt, 
innocent civilians being tortured, killed and women 
being raped, murdered and all Kuki populace 
had been ethnically cleansed from the Meiteis’ 
ancestral land, any form of peace talks, without 
justice and accountability, with the perpetrators 
of violence is unnecessary and uncalled for at this 
critical juncture.

The Government of India should note that the deep 
divide separating the Meiteis and the hill people of 
Manipur is well known, with roots extending back 
to the pre-independence era. Peaceful co-existence 
is no longer possible as total separation has been 
completed amid unprecedented population 
exchange arising out of the state-engineered 
selective violence. Therefore, solving the political 
problem is the only way forward and it should be 
taken with all seriousness by the Government of 
India.

Moreover, the demands and aspirations of the 
Kuki-Zo people have always been constitutional 
and legitimate. This ongoing conflict stems from 
decades of frustration, suffering, institutional 
discrimination, deprivation and unmet political 
solutions. Unfortunately, instead of adopting 
proactive measures to find a political solution, 
the Government of India still seems to continue 
relying on false narratives of the Meiteis and their 
communal state government.

For peace and normalcy to return, the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) and the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) need to first focus on finding a 
political solution to this long-standing conflict.
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THE PLIGHT 
OF SECURITY 

FORCES UNDER 
BIREN’S REGIME
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With his shotgun pointed towards the Meitei-dominated 
Bishnupur, 21-year-old Albert sits confidently inside a 
tin-roofed ‘bunker’, walled by sandbags and boulders 
at Moivam village in Manipur’s Kuki-dominated 
Churachandpur district. Although the single-shot 
shotgun seems inconsequential against the automatic 
weapons allegedly used by the ‘Meitei miscreants’, the 
confidence of the Kuki ‘village volunteer’ comes from 
a pumpi, a handmade mortar installed just behind the 
barricade.

“The pumpis have been very useful in driving away the 
Meiteis,” says Albert, a class 12 passed Kuki youth, who 
took up arms to safeguard his village soon after the 
Meitei-Kuki conflict flared up in May last year. “Some 
of the pumpis can travel up to three kilometers and 
can cause huge destruction,” he says.

Pumpis are made with crude materials such as iron 

pipes loaded with gunpowder and explosives. 

“The range and performance of a pumpi depends 
on the amount and quality of the gunpowder 
used,” Janghaolun Haokip, publicity secretary of 
Kuki Inpi, Manipur, the apex body of the Kukis, 
told DH, recently.

“We have different kinds of pumpis, the traditional 
one could only be fired once. Now we have 
improvised them to fire repeatedly. These are often 
being called rockets by the Meiteis,” Haokip says, 
refuting allegations that Kukis have been using 
drones and rockets against the Meiteis.

Pumpis have become an integral part of most 
of the ‘bunkers’ manned by ‘village volunteers’ 
stationed along the ‘buffer zone’. Both Kukis and 
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