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Meitei mob Burned down several 
houses in Langol, Imphal West. 

Meitei militants launched an attack on Saichang 
in Sugnu at approximately 5:10 PM. During the 

Today in history/EventS recalled: JULY 14 & 15, 2023

A RECAP OF THE HORRIFIC INCIDENTS ON JULY 14 & 15, 2023 AS A RESULT OF PRE-
PLANNED STATE-SPONSORED ETHNIC CLEANSING POGROM AGAINST KUKI-ZO 

CLAIM: 
Several social media users belonging to Meitei community posted a 
video on X (formerly Twitter) claiming that American Ex-Marine Soldiers 
are supplying and training the Kuki-Zo communities and further alleged 
that ‘they are not ordinary instigators but well-trained transnational 
savages to create the havoc in Manipur’.

FACT:
A fact finding team of TLM cross-check the authenticity of the said 
social media post and found the claim baseless. The said video does not 
depict Chin-Kuki-Zo fighters, as claimed. It shows cadres from Karen 
National Union (KNU)/KNLA who operate along the Thai-Myanmar 
border. KNU flags/insignia are clearly visible in the video 

FACT-CHECK RESULT:
FALSE, MEITEI MEDIA EXPOSED
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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
Click to Follow
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Kuki Community to Shift Chavang Kut Celebration 
from Festivity to Day of Prayer and Unity

In an extraordinary revival of tradition with a spirit of 
resilience, the Kuki-Zo community is gearing up for 
a unique edition of Chavang Kut, the largest post-
harvest festival. Traditionally a celebration filled with 
vibrant dances, songs, and shared joy, Chavang Kut 
was last celebrated in 2022 with its characteristic 
grandeur. However, in light of the tragic events that 
unfolded in Manipur on May 3, 2023, and in respect 
for the customary wartime practice of abstaining 
from celebrations, the festival was suspended.

This year, after thoughtful deliberation by the 
Committee on Tribal Unity, the festival has been 
reimagined as “Chavang Kut for Christ” – a day of 
prayer and spiritual reflection dedicated to the 
success and unity of the Kuki-Zo community’s 
movement. This prayer day will be celebrated at 
four venues across Kangpokpi District: Brigadier 
M. Thomas Ground for the Gunhom region, Gelnal 
Playground for the Twilang region, Saikul Playground 
for Saikul region, and Leimakhong Bazar for the New 
Keithelmanbi, Kangchup, and Leimakhong regions. 

Under the organization of Kuki-Zo Nampi 
Taokhomna, backed by the Committee on Tribal 
Unity, the community has poured heart and 
soul into the event preparations. As late-night 
preparations continue at Brigadier M. Thomas 
Ground, similar efforts are underway across 
all designated locations. This re-envisioned 
Chavang Kut serves as a powerful testament 
to the strength, hope, and unity of the Kuki-
Zo people during a challenging time in their 
history.

Earlier, the Kuki Inpi Manipur, the apex body of 
the Kuki tribes, urged the entire Kuki community 
to observe the day as a day of prayer. Events 
should be held at the church level according to 
individual conveniences. This year’s celebration 
should differ from previous years, which were 
often marked by festivities; instead, it should 
focus on remembering the fallen heroes 
who suffered during state-sponsored ethnic 
persecution against the Kukis.
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Senapati CSOs, ANSAM Condemn Continued Meitei 
Atrocities Against Naga Community 

The Naga community is increasingly bearing the brunt 
of violence as Meitei groups continue to perpetrate 
attacks against them during the ongoing ethnic conflict 
in Manipur. Since state sponsored ethnic cleansing 
against the Kuki community erupted on May 3, 2023, 
the Nagas, who remained neutral, are now facing 
escalating threats and assaults from Meitei radicals.

Today, members of the Arambai Tenggol Unit 18 
violently assaulted two Naga men, Blesson Poumai 
and Dalou Poumai, in Lamshang, Imphal. The victims 
were returning from a livestock purchase when they 
were forcibly detained, taken to a camp, and severely 
beaten. They also had a significant sum of money 
seized at gunpoint. Despite the victims’ disclosure 
about their identities as Poumai Naga from Senapati 
district, they were stopped, detained and dragged into 
their Unit 18 AT Camp and subjected to serious physical 
torture leaving behind multiple injuries and bruises 
on their body. They were also repeatedly threatened 
with automatic rifles and a sum of Rs. 61,400 (sixty 
one thousand four hundred) was seized from them 
at gunpoint.

The Naga People’s Organization (NPO), alongside the 
Senapati District Students’ Association and the Senapati 
District Women’s Association, condemned the attack, 
emphasizing the violation of human rights and the 
fundamental principles of dignity and respect. They 
questioned the motives of the Arambai Tenggol, which 
claims to promote the Sanamahi religion, pointing out 
the troubling pattern of violence attributed to their 
members.

The assault not only targets individual safety but also 
undermines community values of hard work and 

respect. The Naga CSOs have called for immediate 
action from law enforcement to investigate the 
incident and hold those responsible accountable. 
They demand that the Manipur government deliver 
justice to the victims within 48 hours or risk facing 
further collective action.

Meanwhile, the All Naga Students’ Association, 
Manipur (ANSAM) has accused the Arambai Tengol 
Unit-18 of torturing two Nagas today. While strongly 
condemning the incident, the apex Naga student 
body in Manipur, while taking this incident with 
serious concern, “strongly urged the responsible 
authority in the state to take up swift expeditious 
and befitting actions against the perpetrators 
involved in committing such barbaric act and 
justice is delivered as per the law of the land”. 

The ANSAM strongly condemned this “bestial 
act of the Arambai Tengol (AT) towards the 
innocent Naga civilians”. The ANSAM also said 
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such “vicious acts of the AT who claim themselves to 
be an organisation formed to defend their community 
land, protect its people and stand for the cause in the 
name of peace tantamount to a self operating system 
of a brutish defaming their legacy and its existence”. 
The Naga student body said the barbaric acts of AT 
upon the innocent civilians is highly questionable and 
condemnable by all. 

The ANSAM then said that Nagas in Manipur have 
been maintaining the position of neutrality since the 
beginning of the mayhem going on between two 
warring communities of the state. It also said restoring 

the prevailing situation back to its normalcy has 
always been our utmost priority as a peace loving 
community while also condemning all forms of 
violence that is reeling in the state. “We have 
neither supported nor stood as an agency to 
any of the warring communities. Unfortunately, 
to our utter shock and dismay, Nagas are always 
becoming the victims of today’s conflict as 
witnessed from various incidents and crimes 
repeatedly committed towards the Naga civilians 
by both the warring communities despite our 
repeated appeal to understand our position,” the 
ANSAM added.
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Naga Lawyers’ Association, Manipur Submits Memorandum to 
Governor; Appeals for Annulment of Controversial HAC Resolution

A team from the Naga Lawyers’ Association, Manipur, 
led by its President, Adv. Mark Khapai, met with the 
Governor of Manipur, Lakshman Prasad Acharya to 
request the annulment of Resolution No. 59/2024-
(HAC) and Memo No. 4/29/2022-27-LA(HAC), dated 
14th October 2024, issued by the Hill Areas Committee 
(HAC).

The memorandum conveyed serious concerns 
regarding the unprecedented resolution 
recommended to the Government of Manipur by 
the Hill Area Committee. This recommendation 
references the decision of the Manipur Cabinet 
on 13th June 2024, which calls for the selection or 
appointment of Autonomous District Council (ADC) 
members from former ADC members, experts in 
local self-government, or other eminent persons and 
intellectuals. In addition, two members would be 
government nominees from the respective districts 
until the ADC elections are held.

The Naga Lawyer’s Association, through its 
memorandum, questioned the legal basis or provisions 
under which the Hill Areas Committee made its 
recommendation, as it bypasses the democratic 
process outlined in Section 4 (2) of the Manipur (Hill 
Areas) District Council Act, 1971, which mandates 
elections solely based on adult suffrage.

The Association urged the Governor to take 
immediate action, invoking the special powers 
granted under Article 371C of the Constitution 
of India, along with its related Rules GSR 317(E), 
issued by the President of India on 20th June 
1972. Furthermore, the Association emphasized 
the need for the Governor’s intervention to 
expedite the ADC elections, which have been 
delayed for nearly four years since the last 
term ended. The prolonged vacancy in the 
ADC offices has not only hindered essential 
governance and development in the hill areas 
but also deprived the rights of the people, the 
memorandum stated. (Ukhrul Times)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To be prepared for war is one of the most 
effective means of preserving peace.

—  George Washington“
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The thorniest issue in Manipur is the disparity that 
exists between the valley and hill regions in all spheres 
of life. Though 90% of Manipur’s geographical area is 
occupied by the hill people, who make up 43% of the 
population, they feel marginalized when it comes to 
developmental work and its benefits, often feeling 
treated like second-class citizens. This gives rise to 
many socio-political and economic problems.

To substantiate their claims, hill people point out that 
most major institutions are located in Imphal, which 
could have been equitably distributed. For instance, 
Manipur University (MU), the National Institute of 
Technology (NIT), the National Institute of Electronic and 
Information Technology (NIELIT), the National Institute 
of Information Technology (NIIT), and top medical 
institutions like the Regional Institute of Medical 
Sciences (RIMS) and the Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of 
Medical Sciences (JNIMS), as well as the Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research (ICAR), the Art and Cultural 
University, the Central Agricultural University (CAU), the 
Manipur Institute of Technology (MIT), Polytechnic, the 
Central Institute of Plastics Engineering and Technology 
(CIPET), the National Sports University (NSU), the 

National Sports Academy (NSA), and the Sports 
Authority of India (SAI), are all located either in 
Imphal or the Imphal valley. Additionally, all major 
government warehouses, as well as private ones, 
are concentrated in the already congested Imphal 
area.

As the capital of Manipur, Imphal houses all 
important government offices, as well as major 
private educational institutions, hospitals, clinics, 
and businesses. These institutions and offices 
require significant land for their operations and 
for quarters for staff and employees. Manipur 
University alone occupies over 500 acres of land. 
Therefore, if all large institutions, offices, and 
establishments remain centered in Imphal, there 
will naturally be a strain on land. The availability of 
basic amenities and quality educational institutions 
has further stimulated people from across the 
state to move and reside in Imphal.

Ironically, while the Meitei community often 
complains that Imphal valley has reached a 
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saturation point, they simultaneously resist calls to 
distribute development to the hill regions and argue 
for access to settle in the hills.

These large institutions bring many fringe benefits. 
For example, Manipur University alone provides 
employment for hundreds of people who are not 
directly employed by the university. Within the campus, 
there are many canteens, tea stalls, and stationery shops 
that provide jobs to locals. Additionally, the surrounding 
area is bustling with numerous businesses. Most of 
the subordinate staff, especially grade IV employees, 
sweepers, plumbers, etc., are local residents. However, 
Meiteis do not want these benefits to extend to the 
hill people, yet continue to complain that the valley is 
overcrowded.

The hill areas are marked by a lack of proper roads, 
transportation, educational, healthcare facilities, 
and other basic amenities needed for growth and 
development. The state government could have 
taken steps to alleviate these challenges in the 
hill regions, but they have seemingly chosen to 
remain indifferent.

The Meitei community’s favorite slogan, “Chingmi 
tamni amatani,” meaning “hill people and valley 
people are one and the same,” rings hollow to the 
hill residents, who view it as mere rhetoric rather 
than a genuine sentiment.

-Excerpts from The Indelible Trauma
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THE WRONG PREACHER ON NATIONAL UNITY DAY
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With his shotgun pointed towards the Meitei-dominated 
Bishnupur, 21-year-old Albert sits confidently inside a 
tin-roofed ‘bunker’, walled by sandbags and boulders 
at Moivam village in Manipur’s Kuki-dominated 
Churachandpur district. Although the single-shot 
shotgun seems inconsequential against the automatic 
weapons allegedly used by the ‘Meitei miscreants’, the 
confidence of the Kuki ‘village volunteer’ comes from 
a pumpi, a handmade mortar installed just behind the 
barricade.

“The pumpis have been very useful in driving away the 
Meiteis,” says Albert, a class 12 passed Kuki youth, who 
took up arms to safeguard his village soon after the 
Meitei-Kuki conflict flared up in May last year. “Some 
of the pumpis can travel up to three kilometers and 
can cause huge destruction,” he says.

Pumpis are made with crude materials such as iron 

pipes loaded with gunpowder and explosives. 

“The range and performance of a pumpi depends 
on the amount and quality of the gunpowder 
used,” Janghaolun Haokip, publicity secretary of 
Kuki Inpi, Manipur, the apex body of the Kukis, 
told DH, recently.

“We have different kinds of pumpis, the traditional 
one could only be fired once. Now we have 
improvised them to fire repeatedly. These are often 
being called rockets by the Meiteis,” Haokip says, 
refuting allegations that Kukis have been using 
drones and rockets against the Meiteis.

Pumpis have become an integral part of most 
of the ‘bunkers’ manned by ‘village volunteers’ 
stationed along the ‘buffer zone’. Both Kukis and 
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