
KSO Media & Documentation Cell

Click to Follow

1

Meitei mob Burned down several 
houses in Langol, Imphal West. 

Meitei militants launched an attack on Saichang 
in Sugnu at approximately 5:10 PM. During the 

Today in history/EventS recalled: JULY 14 & 15, 2023

A RECAP OF THE HORRIFIC INCIDENTS ON JULY 14 & 15, 2023 AS A RESULT OF PRE-
PLANNED STATE-SPONSORED ETHNIC CLEANSING POGROM AGAINST KUKI-ZO 

CLAIM: 
Several social media users belonging to Meitei community posted a 
video on X (formerly Twitter) claiming that American Ex-Marine Soldiers 
are supplying and training the Kuki-Zo communities and further alleged 
that ‘they are not ordinary instigators but well-trained transnational 
savages to create the havoc in Manipur’.

FACT:
A fact finding team of TLM cross-check the authenticity of the said 
social media post and found the claim baseless. The said video does not 
depict Chin-Kuki-Zo fighters, as claimed. It shows cadres from Karen 
National Union (KNU)/KNLA who operate along the Thai-Myanmar 
border. KNU flags/insignia are clearly visible in the video 

FACT-CHECK RESULT:
FALSE, MEITEI MEDIA EXPOSED
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Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code 
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving 

this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
Click to Follow

Contd.

https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/KSO_tlm
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM


Contd.

KSO Media & Documentation Cell
ksomediacell@gmail.com

Click to Follow

ISSUE No. 407
MONDAY | DECEMBER 09, 2024

Kuki Inpi Urges Prime Minister Modi for Immediate Intervention 
in Manipur Conflict, Demands Separate Administration

In a passionate appeal to the Prime Minister of India, 
Shri Narendra Modi, the Kuki Inpi, representing the 
Kuki people of Manipur, has called for immediate 
intervention to expedite a political solution to the 
ongoing crisis in the region. The letter, sent to the 
Prime Minister’s office, requests the establishment 
of a Separate Administration for the Kuki community, 
highlighting the grave existential threat they believe 
they are facing in the current conflict.

The Kuki people, who have endured over 18 months 
of violence and displacement in Manipur, express 
frustration over the lack of meaningful intervention 
from the Government of India. They allege that the 
violence against their community has been exacerbated 
by ethnic cleansing efforts orchestrated by local political 
figures, particularly Chief Minister Biren Singh, and 
accuse the Indian government of favoring the Meitei 
community in the ongoing conflict.

The letter strongly rebuffs accusations of the Kuki 
community being illegal immigrants, a narrative that 
has been pushed by the state government. The Kuki 
Inpi argues that this framing unfairly trivializes the 
historical and cultural ties the Kukis have with the land, 
pointing to centuries of peaceful coexistence with other 
communities in the region. They also highlight the 
Kuki people’s contributions to India’s independence 
struggle, including their resistance during the Kuki 
Uprising (1917-1919) and their involvement in Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose’s Indian National Army.

Despite these contributions, the Kuki Inpi claims that 
successive Indian governments have failed to address 
their grievances, including the denial of constitutional 
rights under provisions like the Sixth Schedule of the 
Indian Constitution. They accuse the state government 
of manipulating state machinery and militias to carry 
out ethnic violence, and express doubts about the 
feasibility of coexisting peacefully with the Meitei 
community under the current circumstances.

Furthermore, the Kuki leaders challenge the Indian 

government’s stance on the conflict, particularly 
the narrative surrounding illegal immigration 
from Myanmar, which they argue has been used 
to justify the violence against their community. 
They express disillusionment with statements from 
Indian leaders, including the Home Minister, who 
have blamed illegal immigration as a key factor 
in the unrest.

The letter culminates in a plea for the Kuki people 
to be granted a Separate Administration, citing 
their loyalty to India and strategic importance 
in the region. The Kuki Inpi stresses that their 
geographical location along India’s eastern frontier 
makes them a critical asset to India’s national 
security, particularly in relation to Myanmar, and 
that granting them a separate administrative 
entity would benefit both the Kuki people and 
the country.

In their closing remarks, the Kuki Inpi urges the 
Prime Minister to act swiftly, emphasizing that 
their community’s loyalty should not be taken for 
granted. They believe that history will remember 
Prime Minister Modi for taking the necessary steps 
to resolve the long-standing crisis in Manipur and 
providing a fair and just solution to the Kuki people.

The appeal has drawn attention to the continuing 
humanitarian crisis in Manipur, where violence 
has resulted in the deaths of at least 222 people, 
the destruction of hundreds of villages, and the 
displacement of tens of thousands.
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Kuki-Zo Council First General Body Meeting Held at Kpi, 
Charts Roadmap for Community Advocacy

The newly established Kuki-Zo Council (KZC) convened 
its inaugural general body meeting at S. Molnom 
village, Sadar Hills, bringing together over 100 
delegates, including leaders from various tribes and Inpi 
organizations. The meeting, hosted by the Committee 
on Tribal Unity (CoTU) of Sadar Hills, Kangpokpi District, 
marked a significant milestone in the collective efforts 
to address the aspirations and challenges of the Kuki-
Zo community.

Key Outcomes of the General Body Meeting 
1). Nationwide Rally for Separate Administration:
Delegates adopted a resolution to organize a nationwide 
rally across all Kuki-Zo-dominated districts. This initiative 
aims to draw the central government’s attention during 
the ongoing winter session to the community’s demand 
for a Separate Administration (Union Territory with 
Legislature).
2). Engagement with Northeast Chief Ministers:
The council resolved to meet with the Chief Ministers of 
all northeastern states, excluding Manipur, to advocate 
for the Kuki-Zo community’s grievances and aspirations.
3). Protest Against Manipur Government Policies:
A strong condemnation was issued against the Manipur 
government’s alleged attempts to reopen strategic 
routes such as Imphal-Kangpokpi-Senapati and 
Imphal-Bishnupur-Churachandpur without addressing 
underlying tensions. Massive protests in Kuki-Zo-
dominated areas were also announced to resist these 
moves.

Henlienthang Thanglet Vaiphei, Chairman of the Kuki-
Zo Council, highlighted the council’s vision for unity 
and effective representation. “The nationwide rally 
will serve as a platform to unite the Kuki-Zo people 
across the nation and amplify our collective voice,” 
Vaiphei stated. He urged widespread participation 
from the community to make the movement impactful. 
The council’s structure incorporates representatives 
from every tribe and Inpi organization, with each 
president serving on the governing council. Additionally, 
an executive committee with two representatives per 
tribe and Inpi will guide the council’s activities.

He declared that the upcoming nationwide rally 
would mark a historic first for the Kuki-Zo Council, 
aimed at compelling the winter parliamentary 
session to address the Kuki-Zo community’s 
pressing demand for a separate administration 
in the form of a Union Territory with a Legislature. 
Emphasizing the council’s strategic approach, he 
stated, “At this critical juncture, I cannot divulge 
all details.” However, he assured that once the 
cabinet expansion is finalized and all structures 
are firmly in place, the Kuki-Zo Council would 
take decisive action to safeguard and advance 
the community’s interests in close consultation 
with all stakeholders, including the SoO group 
and elected representatives.

The formation of the Kuki-Zo Council is being 
hailed as a pivotal step toward fostering unity and 
amplifying the community’s voice at both state 
and national levels. With a focus on preserving 
traditional values, addressing political concerns, 
and improving the overall well-being of the Kuki-Zo 
people, the council aims to solidify its role as the 
highest decision-making body for the community.

The council plans to announce the dates for the 
nationwide rally soon and is committed to ensuring 
that the Kuki-Zo people’s aspirations remain central 
to the discourse on governance and rights in the 
region. Through dialogue, advocacy, and strategic 
action, the Kuki-Zo Council seeks to chart a new 
course for the community’s future.
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Aimol Tribe Union Condemns Inclusion in CNPO Monolith, 
Demands Rectification

The Aimol Tribe Union (ATU) has strongly condemned 
the inclusion of the Aimol Tribe in the Monolith of 
the Chandel Naga People’s Organisation (CNPO), 
asserting that the Aimol people share no common 
ancestry, language, culture, or traditions with the CNPO. 
The ATU expressed that this inclusion is a deliberate 
misrepresentation that has deeply offended the 
sentiments of the Aimol community.

In a statement, the ATU demanded immediate 
rectifications and called for the removal of the Aimol 
Tribe from the CNPO’s Monolith. The Union emphasized 
that the Aimol people should not be subjected to 
an affiliation they never belonged to, and it strongly 
reaffirmed the tribe’s autonomy as a distinct ethnic 
group, separate from the CNPO.

The ATU also urged the Chandel Naga People’s 
Organisation to respect the Aimol Tribe’s self-
identification and autonomy, calling for the recognition 
of their unique cultural identity. They stressed that any 
affiliation of the Aimol Tribe should not occur without 
the explicit consent of the ATU.

In closing, the ATU reminded all Aimol tribesmen 
to remain steadfast in their identity and not to be 
misrepresented or forced into affiliations that contradict 

their heritage. The Union invoked Article 29 of the 
Indian Constitution, which safeguards the rights 
of minorities to preserve their distinct culture, 
language, and traditions.

The ATU’s call for action underscores their 
commitment to maintaining the Aimol Tribe’s 
cultural integrity and self-determination.

The Sun does not forget a Village 
just because it is small.

—  African Proverb“

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Supreme Court Asks State To Furnish Details Of Buildings 
Burnt, Looted & Trespassed And Action Taken Against Violators
The Supreme Court today (December 9) asked the 
Manipur Government to furnish in a seal cover a list of 
properties which have been burnt, looted or encroached 
upon amidst the ongoing ethnic clashes in the State.

The bench of CJI Sanjiv Khanna and Justice Sanjay 
Kumar was hearing the matter relating to the Manipur 
Ethnic Violence Crisis.

Senior Advocate Vibha Makhija, appearing for Justice 
Gita Mittal Committee, informed that the Justice Gita 
Mittal Committee has prepared over 34 reports on the 
various tasks undertaken since last year. Highlighting 
the work progress and the key humanitarian milestones 
touched by the committee, Makhija submitted,

“Some commendable work has been done by the 
Committee completely pro bono. There are such 
laudable rehabilitation measures which have taken 
your lordships. It’s been working 24x7, people have been 
put in hospitality areas, their skills have been built, they 
have been brought back to occupy their properties.”

The Court directed the Committee Reports to be filed 
to enable the Home Ministry and the State Government 
to take remedial action.

Taking into consideration the grievance of displaced 
persons and their properties which have effected due 
to the conflict, the bench passed the following order:

“We also direct the State Govt. to file the following 
details- (1) building burnt and partially burnt; (2) 
buildings which are looted; (3) buildings trespassed 
and encroached upon, in all these give details name 
and address of the owner as well as the person, if any, 
in occupation of the property. The report shall also 
indicate the steps taken by the state govt to ensure 
that the persons who have trespassed are proceeded 
against as per law. The said list be given in a sealed 
cover. “

The State Government was also asked to respond to 
the issue of the release of funds for temporary and 
permanent housing as flagged by the Mittal Commitee.

The CJI told the State : “You have to take a decision 
on how you want to deal with it or in terms of 
criminal action as well as to ask them to pay mesne 
profits for the use of the occupation (of properties)”

The Solicitor General (SG) Tushar Mehta, appearing 
for the State agreeing to the same, further informed 
the bench that the “first priority was the law-and-
order situation, the second was whatever the arms 
are recovered.”

Reluctant to share the data in open Court, the 
SG expressed, “We have the data, but we will not 
share it(openly), very frequently it is highlighted 
in the media, I have seen many interviews, of the 
track interviews, which I would request my learned 
friend to avoid”

During the hearing, the bench refused to indulge 
into an intervention application filed by a resident 
of Delhi for the benefit of the displaced persons in 
Manipur. The SG told the bench that the applicant 
was a “Sikh gentleman, with a Christian name and 
residing in Delhi’s Pitampura” who had no locus 
in the matter.

The counsel for the applicant, opined, “trust 
of people on Union and State govt is at stake, 
people are looking to Hon’ble Court...otherwise 
the situation will only get worse day by day.”

To which the CJI replied, “We are aware of that, 
you don’t have to tell us.”

At this juncture, the SG intervened to caution, “ 
My lordships, after 1 hour will be quoted in Public 
Media by saying that the CJI agreed that people’s 
faith has...”

CJI clarified, “ No, no, we have not said “

The matter will now be heard after January 20, 
2025.

Source: Live Law
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The Crux

A victim in a Meitei relief camp in Imphal, who lost her 
family members during the ethnic tensions between 
Meiteis and Kukis in Manipur, that has lasted for 18 
months since May, 2023 told me – “Imagine two kids 
fighting, will the father or mother not step-in to stop 
the fight? Now imagine the children actually killing 
each other – will the parents still not step-in to prevent 
the violence? Then why is the Central government not 
stepping in to stop Manipur state from burning?”

I don’t believe that the Central Government needs to 
parent the people in states. They just need to truly 
discharge their constitutional duty. But Mr. Modi is 
high on the ‘Modi Ka Parivar’ rhetoric. So the people 
of Manipur are asking – is Manipur not part of India, 
why has Mr. Modi not visited it yet?

The Context

As our Indigo airplane soared above Manipur, the pilot 
informed – “Given the climatic conditions, it will take 
us another 30 minutes before we land.” With this, we 
got an additional half an hour of the air tour above 
Manipur. With thick clouds, straight out of a fairyland 
story, I could see the lush green mountains right under 

us, with small villages –perched on hill tops. It is 
then that the geographical significance of the 
whole dispute between ‘Meitei’ and ‘Kuki’ dawned 
on me.

Manipur’s capital city – ‘Imphal’ is on a relatively 
flat land, surrounded by hills on all sides. While 
the ‘Meitei’ community who follow Hinduism as 
a religion live predominantly in Imphal valley ; 
the ‘Kukis’ who follow Christianity live in the Hills. 
The ‘Nagas’ – another dominant tribal community 
who follow a mix of Buddhism, Hinduism and 
Christianity live in the Hills too.

Meitei are about 53 percent of Manipur’s population 
with the rest as Kukis and Nagas. But Meitei are 
politically more powerful with 40 out of 60 MLA 
candidates belonging to Meitei community and 
10 each from Kuki and Naga community. All the 
major institutions such as big schools, hospitals, 
the Legislative Assembly, the High Court etc. are 
all in Imphal. The Kuki and the Naga have been 
given the ‘Scheduled Tribe’ status and the Meitei 
are asking for it.

Manipur is rich in mineral resources and also has 
Contd.

https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/KSO_tlm
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM


KSO Media & Documentation Cell
ksomediacell@gmail.com

8

ISSUE No. 407
MONDAY | DECEMBER 09, 2024

Click to Follow

abundance of palm trees (used for palm oil), bamboo 
amongst others. These resources are in the hils and 
there is a underlying question of the ownership of 
these resources. Like all tribal dominated states, the 
ownership of land which has resources, is a bone of 
contention with obvious vested corporate interests. 
And the ownership of land in turn, is determined by 
‘ST’ status.

Consider this. Land rights of the tribal communities in 
Manipur have been considerably diluted through recent 
successive amendments in the laws governing such 
rights. For instance, Section 158 of the Manipur Land 
Revenue and Land Reforms Act, 1960, only permits 
transfer of tribal land to a member of the Scheduled 
Tribes. However, more and more areas have been 
classified outside the purview of this section to enable 
the transfer of land to non-tribals.

Similarly, amendments have been introduced in the 
Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) 
Act, of 1957, with the most recent amendment in 2023 
wherein 6 critical atomic minerals- lithium, beryllium, 
titanium, niobium, tantalum, and zirconium have 
been ‘delisted’ in order to encourage greater land 
encroachment by the private sector. without adherence 
to the regulations imposed upon them in the category 
of atomic minerals. These amendments also violate the 
Forest Rights Act 2006, which grants tribal communities 
the right to dwell on their land, use its produce, and 
crucially, access its resources. Their rights are being 
systematically dismantled with these dilutions. 

So, in Manipur, on the one hand – through legal 
amendments, many land/areas with important 
resources, are being opened up for non ST status 
people to own/control, thereby considerably diluting 
the principle which underlies the general law of 
predominant ownership by tribals across the country. 
On the other hand – those land areas which have 
been cleared off for private ownership, may still face 
resistance from the tribal population if the corporates 

do come in a big way – Chhattisgarh being a case in 
point. So the Governments’ stance on the laws, as 
well as displacement of people from their villages 
– all point to a seeming orchestrated strategy of 
transfer of resources in a few powerful hands. In 
this regard, while the government seems to smartly 
‘frame’ the conflict in Manipur between the larger 
Meitei and Kuki communities, its actually just 
about securing the interests of a few, with both 
the communities suffering equally in the process.

The Chief Minister of Manipur, N Biren Singh’s 
statements blaming the increase in poppy 
production, the influx of people illegally entering 
from Myanmar, which shares the border with 
Manipur, as part of the reason for the increasing 
ethnic tensions – belies the point. First, on the 
issue of drug control, poppy cultivation – there 
are clear commercial interests. Second, the 
international borders are to be guarded by the 
Central Government. So again – why is the Central 
government failing to protect the international 
borders between Myanmar and Manipur and 
stopping the influx of illegal migrants. The Central 
Government, simply cannot have its cake and eat 
it too. Either it is failing to protect the borders and 
needs to admit so, or stop blaming the illicit drug 
scene as the major factor in current disturbances 
caused in the state.

In addition, the ongoing conflict about the demand 
of Meitei for ‘ST’ status will have ramifications on 
reservations in jobs, schools, government offices 
amongst others. This begs the question that if 
any community which is in ‘majority’ in a state 
gets ST status, along with its added benefits – will 
that not set a precdence for populist measures 
in other states in India? In that sense, it is also a 
classic dispute between communities for power 
and status.

Contd.
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The Current Scenario

The crescendo of the ethnic tensions between Meiteis 
on the one hand and the tribes – Kukis and Nagas on 
the other, was reached on 3rd May, 2023. The Kukis, 
the Nagas and other tribes which have a ‘Scheduled 
Tribe’ (ST) status in Manipur were taking out a ‘Tribal 
Solidarity March’ in Churachandpur district to protest 
the demand of Meiteis for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status, 
after the recommendation of the Manipur High Court 
on the said lines. When an armed mob attacked the 
protestors and the police failed to do anything about 
it, the conflict blew out of proportions. Next thing, Kuki 
villages were being attacked by Meiteis, and Meitei 
living in Kuki areas were being driven out by the Kukis.

Today, since the ongoing conflict began in May, 2023, 
several relief camps have been set up, both in the Kuki 
areas and in Meitei areas. But here is the thing – you 
have to see the reality of Manipur to believe it. There 
are hard lines drawn in terms of Meitei area and Kuki 
areas. We can’t find one Kuki in Imphal today, and not 
one Meitei in Kuki area. Imagine how the High Court 
or the Legislative Assembly would be operating, given 
this scenario!

The in-between borders are heavily guarded by 
the security forces, with volunteer groups of both 
communities further acting as ‘check-points’ to ensure 
that ‘the other’ is not found in their area. Ironically, it was 
only possible to drive through these areas, from one to 
the other with a taxi driven by a Muslim person. That 
too wasn’t easy. As one person said to me in confidence 
– “Now, both sides are beginning to mistrust Mulsims, 
as secret agents for the other side, trading in relevant 
information.” So the one person who agreed to drive 
us to Jiribam from Imphal, did not agree easily and 
also charged an exorbitant fee. He thought that he 
was putting his ‘life’ on the line.

Is this where we are headed as a country? Imagine 
a future, with lines drawn neatly amongst different 

communities, both in their hearts and on the maps. 
Gujarat is already setting a terrible precedent with 
the news coming in of the Hindus and Muslims 
seemingly having clearly demarcated residential 
areas in most parts, even in the major cities. 
Manipur presents a much stark and gory reality of 
this divisiveness amongst communities becoming 
the new ‘normal’.

The Court

On 27.03.2023, in WP(C) No. 229 of 2023, the 
Manipur High Court heard a petition and 
disposed it finally at the admission stage itself, 
directing the Chief Secretary of Manipur to 
‘submit the recommendation in reply to the letter 
dated 29.5.2013 of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 
Government of India’ and further to – ‘..consider 
the case of the petitioners for inclusion of the 
Meetei/Meitei community in the Scheduled Tribe 
list, expeditiously, preferably within a period four 
weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of this 
order in terms of the averments set out in the 
writ petition and in the line of the order passed in 
WP(C) No. 4281 of 2002 dated 26.05.2003 by the 
Gauhati High Court.’

The High Court in its Order, in para 3 states – 
“The petitioners have filed this writ petition for 
issuance of a writ of mandamus directing the 
first respondent to submit recommendation in 
reply to the Letter No.1902005/2012- C&IM dated 
29.5.2013 of the Government of India, Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs within a period of two months 
or within a time frame and to include Meetei/
Meitei community in the Schedule Tribe list of 
Indian Constitution as a “tribe among tribes of 
Manipur”, maintaining the tribal status of Meetei/
Meitei existed before 21.9.1949 i.e. before signing 
of the Merger Agreement as part of the terms and 
conditions of the Merger Agreement of Manipur 
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into the Indian Union and also direction on the fourth 
respondent to restore the Scheduled Tribe status of 
Meetei/Meitei community.”

Further, in para 7 – “Despite the letter dated 29.5.2013, 
the Government of Manipur failed to submit the 
recommendation to the reason best known to them. 
In fact, the representation dated 18.4.2022 submitted 
by the petitioners was forwarded by the Government 
of India, Ministry of Home Affairs to the Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs, Government of India for necessary action. 
According to the learned counsel, Meitei community 
is the one of major/principal tribe of Manipur is not 
recommended by the State Government. Hence, the 
petitioners have been advised to file the present writ 
petition.”

In para 15, the Court further observed interestingly – 
“This Court finds some force in the submission made 
by the learned counsel for the petitioners, as the 
petitioners and other Unions are fighting long years 
for inclusion of Meetei/Meitei community in the tribe 
list of Manipur.”

Whether the Court should have interfered in the matter 
at all and made observations seemingly supporting 
the inclusion of the Meitei in the ST category, without 
hearing anyone from the political ‘other side’ is a 
legal question with both ‘technical’ and ‘moral’ 
underpinnings. The political nature of the dispute 
cannot be neglected and while the courts cannot 
refuse to hear a matter simply because of its political 
characteristic, the classic adage of ‘justice should also 
seem to be done’ is the only anchoring principle for 
the courts to remember. When a matter is finally heard 
at the admission stage, after hearing the state and 
the petitioners, with no room for objections from the 
intervenors – people from any community who want 
to have a say in the matter or be heard, is effectively 
taken away.

Further, the larger political climate in India where a lot 

of disputes seem to be emerging from an analysis 
of history – ‘but who actually started it?’, ‘but what 
was underlying this structure first,’ or ‘who began 
the violence first’, all tend to mislead on the scope 
that judicial bodies are empowered to exercise in 
the first place. Can the courts in India including the 
High Courts and the Supreme Court actually go into 
dispute faultlines dating so back, that they have 
no way to measure up the legal evidence one way 
or the other, conclusively? These type of disputes, 
which pit communities against each other, on 
the basis of much much older history, presented 
and insisted upon as ‘fact’ by both sides, only 
end up destroying the peace ‘today’. Yes, justice 
precedes peace and justice ought to be done. 
But allowing one sided, half-hearted or speedy 
decisions without taking all stakeholders into 
account does both the people and the confidence 
in the judiciary, a dis-service. Which is why – there 
is ‘separation of powers’ between the ‘political’ 
(Executive) and the ‘judicial’ (Judiciary) questions 
and disrupting this would mean that the courts are 
now being used to discharge a political process, 
or an issue, which should be contested out in the 
political arena instead of the courts. This leads to 
a constitutional issue of creating a ‘slippery slope’, 
where governments, interested petitioners, or 
over-enthusiastic persons can ask the courts to 
do what should ideally be the government’s role. 
The recent happenings in Sambhal are a a case in 
point. The case of judicial overreach unfortunately 
seems to be becoming the new norm, albeit this 
time with tremendous consequences as seen in 
the aftermath of Babri-Ayodhya dispute. The courts, 
once they begin a process, not constitutionally 
warranted, and out of sync with the ‘rule of law’, 
cannot reverse the hands of the clock. They will 
also never be able to tell where that influence will 
stop.
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The History

The history of political and ethnic conflict in Manipur 
can be traced back to the pre-colonial period. As early 
as the 16th century, multiple wars between Manipur 
and Burma began the fragmentation of the various 
communities living within the territory. This dark period 
saw the annihilation of half the population of Manipur 
by the Burmese forces. However, the current geopolitical 
division between the Hills and the Valley can find its 
roots in the British invasion of the Indian subcontinent. 
In the mid-18th century, Raja Jai Singh requested British 
assistance against the brutal clashes between Manipur 
and the then Burmese empire. But as was witnessed 
throughout the country, internal disputes within the 
royal family weakened their reign and allowed the 
British to gain a stronger hold over the region to favour 
their trade with China.

Apart from the Anglo-Manipur War of 1891, small forces 
were formed to rebel against the British throughout 
the 20th century such as the Kuki Rebellion of 1917, the 
Zeliangrong Naga Uprising of 1930 or the Nupi Lan – a 
massive women’s agitation beginning from 1939. The 
inclusion of Manipur within the newly independent 
Indian territory continued to be fraught with tensions 
due to which the Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 
of 1958 was enforced. Interestingly, Meiteis and Kukis 
have not been the only communities in variance with 
each other. The Kuki-Naga clash of 1992 also lead to 
tremendous loss of life and property, the latter claiming 
their rights as the original settlers of the region. Due 
to their violent history and the territorial interest of 
multiple communities, everything from minute policy 
alterations to larger regime changes have resulted in 
conflicts born out of cultural and political differences, 
insurgency, land rights and communal insecurities.

As recent as 2004, the rape of a Manipuri woman, 
Thangjam Manorama Devi, by members of the Assam 
Rifles paramilitary had led to wide protests including a 
nude protest by the Meira Paibi women’s association. 

The tensions had erupted but were soon quelled 
by the then Central Government.

Just to be clear – as some people blindly buying into 
the right wing propaganda want us to believe – yes, 
Manipur has a history of long-standing tensions 
between different communities, but then the 
previous governments did intervene and stop 
them. Why is the current Central Government of 
the BJP failing to do the same? Mr. Manmohan 
Singh did visit Manipur after the 2004 tensions, 
so why is Mr. Modi failing to do the same? The 
history answers some questions, but in this case, 
also raises some important ones.

Need for Center’s Intervention

We visited Manipur for five days, met several people 
from both the communities, and also visited Relief 
camps in Imphal, Churchanpur, Kangpokpi and 
Jiribam – which has seen a fresh spate of violence, 
with three women and three children’s dead bodies 
telling a gruesome tale of violence. Who committed 
these murders – given that no Kuki organisation 
has taken responsibility for them yet – is a question 
whose verdict is still out.

Meiteis and Kukis disagree on almost everything 
at this point. Both sides blame each other for 
‘starting it all’. Both sides affirm that the terror 
that was unleashed in May, 2023 was ‘pre-planned’. 
Both sides appeal to their ‘values’ and state that 
it’s simply wrong to commit such heinous crimes 
against women and children and yet try to justify 
the killings on the other side, by invoking the horror 
stories on women and children committed on their 
own side. At this point in time, both Meiteis and 
Kukis also sound convinced that they cannot trust 
the other side and that the other side is a terrorist 
organisation.
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But here’s what they agree on – the Central Government 
hasn’t done enough to control the escalating tensions 
in Manipur. The answer is somewhat obvious – the 
Center does not want to intervene. Otherwise, why 
hasn’t it imposed a President’s rule in Manipur yet. 
We have seen President’s rule being imposed at the 
slightest political upheaval, but here in Manipur, it’s 
been eighteen months of non-stop violence. But is the 
Central Government still not recommending to the 
President of India to intervene. Why?

Well, first, constitutionally speaking, President’s 
rule would mean that fresh elections will have to be 
conducted in Manipur, maximum in six months time. 
Given that the people of Manipur are now so angry that 
they are burning down and ransacking the house of BJP 
MLAs too, the palpable anger against BJP in Manipur 
is not hard to feel. The victory of Congress on both the 
MP seats in Manipur in the Loksabha elections of 2024 
makes the writing on the wall clear.

So the Central Government is not imposing the 
President’s rule in Manipur because it knows that it 
will have to conduct elections, in which it is most likely 
to lose. But part of it is also because of pandering to 
different interests and trying to be politically right. 
While some Kukis are vehemently calling for a separate 
Kukiland, others want stronger ADCs – ‘Autonomous 
District Councils’ and yet others call for Manipur to be 
made a Union Territory with separate areas for Kukis 
and Meiteis. In either case, the elephant in the room 
is why has the Central Government not attempted to 
take even the first step – namely removing of weapons 
from both sides, which is a logical precursor to any 
peace dialogues?

Yes, AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958) has 
been imposed but then again, while AFSPA has always 
been there in the hills, which are Kuki dominated, it 
has only been imposed in the six police stations in 
Imphal, which are closer to the hills, and not in the 
entire valley, which is Meitei dominated. Given that 
both sides are heavily armed, doesn’t it make sense 

to ensure equal application of AFSPA to remove 
the weapons on both sides as a first priority. Just 
to be clear, am not advocating for imposition of 
AFSPA, but if it is done, it has to be done equally 
and without discrimination to neutralise both 
sides. In any case, one cannot escape the tragic 
irony when speaking of AFSPA in Manipur. While 
the world’s longest hunger striker – Irom Sharmila 
did a hunger strike for more than 500 weeks, from 
November 2000 to 2016, to remove AFSPA from 
Manipur, here we are, again grappling with AFSPA 
and potential human rights violations in Manipur. 
It’s as if – the more things change, the more they 
remain the same.

Second, an attempt has to be made to bring warring 
groups on negotiating table to arrive at a situation. 
The news about weapons being ‘stolen’ from the 
police stations is a story hard to believe. The lack 
of Manipur’s police intervention on the fated day 
on 3rd May, 2023, is also difficult to understand. 
All of this collectively points out to the criminal 
culpability of the man in incharge both at the 
state and the center and the corresponding lack of 
intent of both the state and central governments 
to contain the violence in Manipur.

Manipur – the far north-eastern state, has become 
BJP’s political laboratory – away from the attention 
of the people from the so called ‘mainland’, while 
the National media choses to remain silent as the 
people of the Meitei and the Kuki community 
adjust to the new ‘normal.’

It is not as if Manipur hasn’t seen unrest before, 
but never before was it allowed to fester on for so 
long. This itself brings the Central Government in 
the witness-box.

If the Center does not intervene fast, the complex 
labyrinth of issues in Manipur will fester on and 
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make it an issue that will last for generations. If the 
government thinks that it can take political advantage 
or find ‘opportunity in chaos’ it needs to be reminded 
that history has shown that when you use hatred as a 
tool for political benefit, it comes to bite you back and 
how!

There seems to be a mix of reasons for Center’s diabolical 
attitude towards Manipur. Yes, it is about the ‘resources’ 
ownership for few’, but it’s also about sending a political 
signal of what they can do with minorities – christians 
in this case; and also the fear that when they use 
‘majority’s sentiment for political benefit’- the same 
people when they see the government’s true intent, 
won’t come to support them. Ultimately, a few can 
keep the larger set of people fighting for their vested 
interests but truth always prevails. Love always wins. 
Peace is what people want above all. And so all regimes 
learn their lessons in due time. Only the damage done 
to people’s lives and the social fabric and turning a 
blind eye to the egregious human rights violation in 
the interim, is UNFORGIVABLE.

But for a moment, let’s keep the politics aside. Let’s 
keep the corporate interests aside. The Central 
Government should intervene because it’s not 
okay for women to be paraded naked. It’s not 
okay for both Meitei and Kuki women to be raped, 
torutured, abused. It’s not enough for the National 
Commission of Women to pay a cursory visit and 
do nothing significant. It’s not okay for the BJP 
to say ‘beti bachao, beti padao’, while turning a 
complete blind eye to the situation of women in 
Manipur. If India and all of us Indians stay silent 
now – we have no right to speak of women and 
their place in our society. It is time, we pay women 
more than lip service. It is time, we stand up for 
them. This is not a story of one woman – women in 
North-east and specifically in Manipur have been 
fighting for too long. If the Government stands by 
women, and by human rights and has refused to 
speak up – it should be prononced “GUILTY”.
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