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ADDRESS: NEHRU MARG, LAMKA

DATE OF INCIDENT: 20™ APRIL, 2024
PLACE OF INCIDENT: LAMKA '
CAUSE OF DEATH: DIED IN THE LINE OF DUTY (HEART ATTACK
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1. Lunkhohao Haokip

Thingkho Le Malcha (charred wood tied with chilli): A war symbol; a pre-arranged secret code
agreed upon by the Kukis to inform the people about the commencement of war and on receiving
this, one has to remain alert and be ready for the battle.
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ARE WE NOT PART OF THIS NATION, ASKS MANIPUR MP ALFRED K.
ARTHUR IN LOK SABHA

Congress MP Alfred Kanngam Arthur cites Oting killings
in Nagaland and the Manipur crisis to raise questions
about Centre's commitment to Constitution

While Outer Manipur MP Alfred Kanngam Arthur
cited the Oting killings of 2021 in Nagaland and the
ongoing conflict in Manipur to raise questions about
the government’s commitment to Constitution, first-
time MP Chandra Shekhar “Azad” asked whether
certain sections of society in India were as free as the
Constitution envisioned them to be.

Where was the Constitution on the day of the Oting
massacre?” asked Mr. Arthur of the Congress. (Thirteen
villagers were shot dead allegedly by security forces at
Oting village in Nagaland's Mon district in December
2021). Stating that the BJP had nominated an MP from
Oting to the Rajya Sabha, he asked if it was enough to
assuage the people’s concerns.

Mr. Arthur said that no one need be reminded of the
crisis going on in Manipur for 19 months now. “Are we

not a part of this nation? Why is it that till today, my
Prime Minister, someone who this nation believes
in, someone who | also wish to believe in, why is
it that till date he is not answerable to the people
of Manipur? Is it too much for me to ask?” he said.

Mr. Arthur concluded his remarks by asking the
“leadership of the country” to “stand up and be
with your people in Manipur, bring them justice
and be accountable”. (The Hindu)

TANGKHUL APEX BODY CONDEMNS ORGANISATION OF CULTURAL
FESTIVAL BY IPFM IN COLLABORATION WITH MANIPUR GOVT

Tangkhul Naga Long (TNL), the highest civil body
of Tangkhul community, has strongly decried the
conduct of ‘Cultural Exchange Festival’, organised
without the knowledge of tribal stakeholders by the
so-called Indigenous People's Forum Manipur (IPFM),
an organisation founded by self-styled leader Ashang
Kashar Tangkhul, at Chadong village on Friday.

In a statement issued on Saturday, Tangkhul Naga Long
stated that it did not recognise the Indigenous People's
Forum Manipur; and as such an event organised by the
Forum under the leadership of Wungnaoshang Kashar
deserved strong condemnation by all.

While strongly condemning the organisers for using the

name of the Naga community as participants during the
so-called festival, the Tangkhul apex body has warned
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that necessary actions would be initiated against
Ashang Kasar’'s Manipur Indigenous People’s
Forum.

In the statement, the President of Tangkhul Naga
Long (TNL), Sword Vashum, has informed that
stringent action would be initiated against the
organisers for poorly portraying the community’s
image at this crucial juncture.

The two day cultural exchange festival which
was organised under the theme “Manipur United
by Diversity” by the Forum in collaboration with
Manipur Tourism Department, Government of
Manipur, held between 13-14 December, 2024 at
Chadong village, Kamjong district.
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MEITEI MILITANTS ARRESTED FOR EXTORTION ACTIVITY IN BISHNUPUR

The Anti Extortion Unit of the Manipur police arrested
a suspected cadre of the proscribed outfit Kangleipak
Communist Party-Peoples’ War Group(KCP-PWGQ).

The arrest was made during an operation at a hiding
place of the underground outfit at Bamdiar Awang
Leikai under the Nambol police station in Bishnupur
district.

The arrested individual, identified as Konthoujam
Jiban Meitei (43), a resident of Nambol, was allegedly
involved in extortion in the southern parts of the state
over the past few months.

A significant haul of arms, ammunition, and other
incriminating items were recovered from his possession.

The police said that they recovered one SLR Rifle with
one magazine, two .303 rifles and one pump action gun.

They also recovered a significant amount of
ammunition with three sleeping bags, 40 badges
of KCP (PWQ), two handset chargers, one mobile
charger, one BP cover, one cap and two gunny
sacks.

The arrested cadre and seized articles have been
handed over to the Nambol police station for
further action.

2 TEENAGE MIGRANT LABOURERS SHOT DEAD BY GUNMEN IN
MANIPUR’S KAKCHING

Two teenage migrant workers from Bihar were shot
dead in Manipur’s Kakching district on Saturday
evening, police said.

The incident happened near the panchayat office in
Keirak on Kakching-Wabagai Road around 5.20 pm,
they said.

Those behind the incident are yet to be identified,

police said.

The deceased were identified as Sunalal Kumar
(18) and Dasharat Kumar (17) of Rajwahi village in
Yadavpur police station area of Bihar's Gopalganj
district. They were construction workers and lived
in a rented accommodation in Metei-dominated
Kakching.

If you think you're too small to make a
difference, try spending the night with a

mosquito.

— African Proverb
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INSTITUTION FIR

The year Manipur burned, government failed

and Supreme Court tried

THE heat of the flames of violence that flared up in
Manipur in May this year quickly reached the Supreme
Court of India.

It all started on March 27, when the Manipur High Court
directed the state government to consider the inclusion
of the Meitei community in the list of Scheduled Tribes.

The Order created new incisions in old fissures in a
region fraught with inter-community conflicts.

By May 3, the simmering anger had spilled into the
streets and fields of Bishnupur and Churachandpur
districts, leading to destruction of homes, temples
and churches that quickly escalated to other districts
of the state over the following days.

By May 8, even as the Union and state governments
were claiming that the state was returning to normalcy,
the Chief Justice of India Dr D.Y. Chandrachud, during
a hearing on a special leave petition challenging the
Order, was orally questioning how the judge could
have passed such an Order, against the constitutional
mandate of Article 342 and judicial precedent.

But by then the violence had attained a critical mass
and as the Union and state governments continued to
act slowly, the violence soon turned so ferocious that
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Sarah Thanawala

it began to be described as akin to a “civil war”.

Soon the violence reached such a crescendo that
on July 12, even the European Parliament passed
a resolution on it.

“It all started on March 27, when the Manipur High
Court directed the state government to consider
the inclusion of the Meitei community in the list
of Scheduled Tribes.

In its recommendations, the European Parliament
urged Indian authorities to protect all religious
minorities, “such as Manipur’s Christian
community”. It called on political leaders to stop
inflasnmatory statements and not criminalise those
critical of the government'’s conduct.

Eight months later, the violence rages on and has
consumed nearly 200 lives. Hundreds have been
injured and over 70,000 have been displaced from
their homes. Nearly 5,000 houses have been burnt
down. This is in addition to the many religious
places, schools and government buildings that
have been destroyed.

Since the law and order machinery in Manipur
Contd.
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continues to stutter, the Supreme Court has stepped
into the breach to monitor the situation and ensure that
the Union and state government are held accountable
for the steps they are taking against the violence.

As 2023 comes to a close, here is a recap of the history
of violence in Manipur and the main directions passed
by the court in response to various issues raised.

Manipur: A historically fractured place

Manipur has 34 recognised Scheduled Tribes, broadly
falling under the Naga and Kukichin or Kuki tribal
groups.

The peripheral hills, inhabited by the tribals, amount
to around 90 percent of Manipur'’s total area whereas
the central Imphal valley, where the dominant Meitei
community primarily resides, makes up the remaining
10 percent of the state’s area. The tribals are largely
Christian, while a majority of Meiteis identify as Hindu.

Of the state’s projected population of 36.49 lakh in
2023 (28.56 lakh in the 2011 census), of whom about 53
percent are Meiteis, an estimated 70 percent are settled
in the Imphal valley, and the remaining 30 percent live
in areas that belong to the tribals.

The majority Meiteis inhabiting a mere 10 percent of
the state’s landmass, coupled with their inability to buy
land in the remaining 90 percent of tribal protected
hill areas, which is declared as belonging Scheduled
Tribes, has contributed to their demands to be included
in the list of Scheduled Tribes.

Eruption of the violence

On March 27, Justice M.V. Muralidaran of Manipur
High Court had directed the state government to
consider the inclusion of the Meitei community in the
list of Scheduled Tribes, and to send recommendation
to this effect to the Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs
expeditiously, preferably within a period of four weeks.
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“The Order created new incisions in old fissures in
a region fraught with inter-community conflicts.

The high court was hearing petitions that prayed
for the inclusion of the Meitei community as a
Scheduled Tribe in Manipur “to preserve the said
community and save the ancestral land, tradition,
culture and language”.

Reportedly, the high court Order led to tensions
between Kukis and Meiteis. The tensions soon
metamorphosed into violence following a Tribal
Solidarity March, organised by the All Tribal
Student’s Union of Manipur (ATSUM), to protest
against the Order of the Manipur High Court.

According to experts, however, the demand of
the Meitei community to be included in the list
of Scheduled Tribes is “only the spark”, since
there are other contributing factors that have
led to the building up of grievances among tribal
communities in Manipur.

Such factors include the state government’s
eviction of many tribes or ‘forest dwellers’ from
reserved forest areas, recent withdrawal from the
Suspension of Operations arrangement with the
Kuki National Army and the Zomi Revolutionary
Army, and the drive to eliminate ‘illegal’ poppy
cultivation, which the Kuki tribal community
depends on.

Court’s intervention

As the violence spread, on May 9, the Supreme
Court heard petitions that challenged the Order of
the Manipur High Court and prayed for direction
for evacuation, ensuring the safety and protection
of those affected by the violence, protection of
places of worship, and setting up of a special
investigation team.

Contd.
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A three-judge Bench led by the CJI directed the Union
and Manipur governments to undertake remedial
measures to ensure the provision of necessities at relief
camps, and necessary precautionary measures for the
rehabilitation of displaced persons and the protection
of religious places.

Soon the violence reached such a crescendo that on July
12, even the European Parliament passed a resolution
on it.

In order to be apprised of the steps taken periodically,
the Bench directed the state government to submit
status reports on the situation in Manipur.

On August 7, the Bench constituted a three-member
expert committee headed by Gita Mittal, former Chief
Justice of the Jammu and Kashmir High Court, to oversee
government actions— including relief, rehabilitation and
compensation— for those impacted by the violence.

The Bench also appointed the director general of police,
Maharashtra, Dattatray Padsalgikar, to oversee the
investigation by the CBI.

The Bench directed the appointment of officers from
outside the state to oversee the investigation by both
the CBI and state police.

Since May this year, the court has taken cognisance
of several issues concerning matters of relief and
rehabilitation of the violence-affected people of the
state and to bring the situation back into control.

Viral sexual assault case

On July 20, the three-Bench judge of the Supreme Court
took suo moto cognisance of a gruesome incident of
sexual violence against two Kuki-Zo women in Manipuir,
who were paraded naked by a mob.

The incident of sexual assault against the two women
had reportedly taken place on May 4 in the Kangpokpi

district but came to light only on July 19, after the
video began to be widely circulated.

On July 27, the Union home ministry filed an affidavit
informing the Supreme Court that it had accepted
the Manipur government's recommendation for an
investigation by the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) into the incident.

The ministry also requested the court to transfer
the entire case, including the trial of the offence
in question, outside Manipur.

Restriction on movement

The violence soon escalated to a level where the
state was divided into Meitei and Kuki zones. While
the Meteis cannot enter the Kuki-majority hill
areas, the Kukis are left out of the valley districts
dominated by the Meitei community.

In August, Indian National Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi stated in the Parliament that it had become
almost impossible for people belonging to Meitei
and Kuki communities to travel to areas dominated
by the other community.

“Manipur consists of 34 recognised Scheduled
Tribes, broadly falling under the Naga and Kukichin
or Kuki tribal groups.

Although most of the victims were killed at the
start of the violence, in May, the bodies remained
unclaimed or unidentified. This was due to several
factors including displacement of families of
the victims and morgues situated in areas that
are “no-go zones” for either the Kuki or Meitei
communities.

On August 25, heeding the government’s
suggestion, the court directed the trials pertaining
to violence in Manipur to be conducted in Assam
until the situation in Manipur improves.

Contd.
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The Bench directed the Chief Justice of Gauhati High
Court to nominate one or more officers of the rank of
a chief magistrate and session judge in Guwahati to
hear the cases related to the violence.

The court allowed victim and withess statements to
be recorded virtually.

In consideration of the distance and security issues,
the Bench noted that applications for the production
of the accused, remand, judicial custody and other
proceedings in connection with the investigation should
be heard virtually.

Attack on lawyers, activists and academics

In September, the houses of two lawyers in Imphal,
who represented Dr Kham Khan Suan Hausing, were
attacked.

Dr Hausing, a professor of political science at the
University of Hyderabad, was charged under various
provisions of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) for giving an
interview on the Manipur crisis.

Dr Vijaykant Chenji, a retired colonel of the Indian army,
was also charged for authoring a book The Anglo-Kuki
War 1917-19 in January 2022.

A first information report (FIR) was filed against
Henminlun, alias Loon Gangte, the founder and
President of the Delhi Network of Positive People, a
network of people living with HIV/AIDS, for giving a
speech that “disturbed public order and promoted
enmity between groups”.

Several fact-finding teams, such as those constituted
by the National Federation of Indian Women and the
Editors Guild of India, were booked by the Manipur police
for charges under the IPC, including for ‘conspiracy’ and
‘promoting enmity between different groups’'.
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The Supreme Court repeatedly allowed interim
protection to the petitioners to allow them time
to approach the Manipur High Court.

Recently, on December 5, the Supreme Court stayed
the criminal proceedings against Fulbright fellow
and journalist Makepeace Sitlhou over her tweets
critical of the Manipur government concerning
the ongoing ethnic violence in the state.

Directions on violence against women and
children

On August 1, the court perused 11 first information
reports lodged in Manipur from May 4 in respect
of the violence against women and children, as
per official records.

“The incident of sexual assault against the two
women had reportedly taken place on May 4 in the
Kangpokpi district but came to light only on July
19, after the video began to be widely circulated.
The Bench examined a series of petitions and
intervention applications on the constitution of a
special investigation team and other high-powered
commissions to facilitate justice for the sexual
assault and violence committed against women
in Manipur.

The CJl remarked that the investigation by the local
police has been “lethargic” and “tardy”. He noted
that complaints were registered two months after
the incidents, statements made by the victims
were recorded considerably late and the arrests
made, in a case or two, are “few and far between”.

In view of the “considerable lapse” between the
occurrence of the incidents, registration of FIRs,
recording of statements of witnesses and arrests
of accused persons, the CJl remarked that there
had been a “complete breakdown of constitutional

hi fl
machinery and of law and order Contd.
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The CJl also berated the state police, describing it as
incapable of carrying out investigations.

The Bench directed the government to submit a
tabulated statement setting out several details,
including the date of occurrences of the offences; the
date of registration of ‘zero FIRs’; and the date on which
witness statements were recorded.

Directions on other issues

On September 1, the court directed the Union and
Manipur governments to ensure the supply of food,
medicines and other basic necessities in the violence-
affected areas of the state.

The expert committee and the petitioners raised the
concern that basic food supplies were unable to reach
the residents in Moreh, a town on the Myanmar-India
border, on account of the ongoing blockade in the
region.

On September 6, the Bench directed the state
government to file additional status reports on certain
issues raised in the court such as the recovery of arms
looted from police stations and camps, upgrading the
victim compensation scheme of Manipur, and dealing
with the dead bodies.

On September 25, the Bench sought assurance from the
Advocate General for Manipur on appointing secretaries
to the district legal services authorities (DLSA).

According to the expert committee’s report, 16 districts
in the state were covered by only nine secretaries of
the DLSA.

The court directed the state government to place
adequate funds at the disposal of the Manipur State
Legal Services Authority for releasing compensation
under the Manipur Victim Compensation Scheme, 2019.

The petitioners had submitted that only 60 heirs have
received ex gratia relief, but a much larger number are

yet to be given any compensation.

“In August, Indian National Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi stated in the Parliament that it had become
almost impossible for people belonging to Meitei
and Kuki communities to travel to areas dominated
by the other community.

Reportedly, as of October 7, less than half of the
families of all victims have received compensation
of X5 lakh to 10 lakh.

The Union government was also directed to
nominate one nodal officer in Delhi to address the
grievances of those who have temporarily settled
or been displaced outside Manipur.

The nodal officer was given the mandate to guide
petitions and complaints and direct the grievances
through appropriate channels.

On December 4, the Supreme Court directed
displaced students of Manipur University, Imphal to
avail their education at two Central universities in
Assam or Meghalaya, or through the online mode.

The Bench was hearing a plea by 284 students,
seeking relocation to Central universities across
the country. Having already lost a semester, the
students pressed for the immediate relief of
admission to Central universities in places where
students have sought shelter.

On December 15, the court passed directions to
ensure necessary arrangements to be facilitated
to ensure the Christian community in the state is
able to congregate and mark the festivities.

On the plea for restoration of places of worship
destroyed during the ongoing violence, the court
had directed the state government to furnish a
comprehensive list of all places of worship that

Contd.
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were damaged during the violence in the state.

Further, the committee was directed by the court
to prepare a comprehensive proposal for the way
forward, including regarding places of worship that
were damaged or destroyed.

On November 28, the Supreme Court passed directions
on the burial or cremation, as appropriate, of the bodies
lying in the mortuaries of Manipur for months. The
bodies are of victims who have been killed during the
ongoing violence in the state.

The CJl also berated the state police, describing it as
incapable of carrying out investigations.

The court had directed the authorities to permit the
relatives of the victims, that are identified and claimed,

to carry out burial in any of the nine sites identified
by the states, without any threat.

In case the bodies remain unclaimed one week
after the issuance of a public notice, the state
government was directed to carry out the last rites
of cremation or burial.

Following the Supreme Court’s directions, the
bodies of 87 tribal victims were laid to rest in the
Churachandpur district of Manipur on December
20, just shy of Christmas, under tight security.

But the ghosts of 2023 will roam around in the
streets and fields of Manipur, and the corridors of
power in India, for a long, long time.
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Singh in order to escape ethnic cleansing & Genocide
which is currently carried out against Kukis since 3rd
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The merciless killing of two mainland Hindus is

a disturbing incident that highlights the growing
concerns about safety in the Manipur Valley where
Meiteis reside. This tragic event serves as a wake-up
call for individuals like @ramindesai to recognize the
true intentions of the Meitei miscreants. The fact
that no one is safe in the region is an alarming reality
that needs to be addressed. Copy to @AmitShah &
@narendramodi

22:41-14 Dec 24 - 100 Views

Click to Follow

ool

@ KSO Media & Documentation Cell

\—,Z ksomediacell@gmail.com


https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/KSO_tlm
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM

A\ B RNV

SO yhedha k‘)cc.\)mex\\d{\m‘\

e

k‘&eme.\e‘“et



https://www.instagram.com/kukistudentsorganisation/
https://twitter.com/KSO_tlm
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4paDEADTONLQ65kf3d
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552015006724&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://t.me/ksomediaTLM

——————

ISSUE No. 412
SATURDAY | DECEMBER 14, 2024

CHORSINMY BEART

It's not a natural disaster that took my brothers’ lives,

Not a tragic accident that silenced my sisters' cries.

It's not hunger that muted my mothers' voices,

Not the waves that swallowed the innocent, helpless choices.

It's the hands of the powerful, the greedy and the cold,
That brought destruction, pillage, and o story untold.
Their lust for power, their thirst for control,

Led to the cries for help that still echo in my soul.

Their cries for justice, their pleas for peace,

Still resonate within me, a haunting, endless release.
0h, the cruelty of humanity, how it pierces my heart,
How it mocks the heavens, and tears our world apart.

Yet still, | hold on to hope, o glimmer of light,

A chance for justice, o dawn that will bring new sight.

A time when the wicked will face their crimes,

And the innocent will find peace, in a world that's truly mine.

~ Moses H Khongsai

/e Malcha
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